C» 
WP 


APR 2 0 1920 


f / 
È Sy» SS 


goi d Ong 


f 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research. 


„Lianr“ More Lionr !“ — Goethe. “WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST IS LIGHT! "— Paul. 


— 


is lerra i ' 3 c Price TwoPENCE. 
o. 2047,— Vor. XL. [Registered as] SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 1920. [a Newspaper. | Poat Ties, 108.100; per Annum, 


The tenancy by the London Spiritualist Alliance of their present premises ceases on Lady Day, 

next year. It is desired to acquire by gift, purchase, or rent-payment, similar but larger 

premises in a Central position. These should, if possible, include a hall capable of seating 250 

people, a large room for library, book rooms, editorial rooms, and housekeeper’s apartments. 
Communications should be addressed to the Secretary. 


Under the Auspices of the 
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On “DEATH AND THE HEREAFTER” 
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8, QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C. 1. 
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R stead and other Spiritualist organisations or trom Mr. C. J. Williams, 
MEMBERS, One Guinea, 115, Tanner's Hill, Deptford, S E. 8. 
Tickets must be obtained in advance for this meeting, as no money 


For Syllabus and further particulars regarding the work of the 
Alliance apply to the Secretary. 
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can be taken at the doors. 
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SUNDAY EVENING Nexr, AT 6.30, MRS. M. H. WALLIS. Sunday, April 2nd, 3rd and 4th, 
April Lith—Miss Florence Morse. Lectures will be resumed on April 1th. 
E lar ts al Admission D jt 8 8 For particulars of membership apply the Secretary. 
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THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, CHURCH OF HIGHER MYSTICISM, 
18, Pembridge Placo, Bayswater, W. 22, PRINCES STREET, CAVENDISH SQUARE, W. 
SUNDAY, APRIL Aru. 
aitam C00 o 0. , DR. W. J. VANSTONE. NO SERVICE ON EASTER SUNDAY. 
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will speak on **The Aura and Colour." 


. BRIGHTON SPIRITUALIST BROTHERHOOD, 
Old Steine Hall, 52a, Old Steine, Brighton. 


Wednesday, April 7th, at 7.30 p. m., MR. W. R. SUTTON. 
"Thursdays, Meeting for Inquirers, 4 p.m 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 8TH, AT 3.30 b. t. MR. R. SUTTON. APRIL ith, 5th, 6th—MRS. MARY GORDON. 
WEDNESDAY. 11 to 1230, Mrs. Seyforth in attendance for healing. APRIL 10th and 11th—DR. W J. VANSTONE. 


Non-Members not admitted until 3.15 and 6.45 p.m. Admission Bros. Reserved seats 1s. — Bilver Collection. 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, Church Mystical Union, 


(Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon ) 
All Saints’ Church, Norfolk Squ W. 
BUNDAY, Arnix 4ra, 11 A., SERVICE, — smal 
GOOD FRIDAY. 


6.30 P.M, THE MAULVI SADR U DIN. 
WED'SDAY, APRIL 7T8,7.30 p.m. MISS VIOLET BURTON. Three Hours’ Service, 12 noon—3 p.m 
Earnest Inquirors Welcome, Priest - - THE REV. L. W. FEARN. 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Neither in the New Testament, nor in the writings 
of the apostolic Fathers, is there any indication of the 
observance of Easter. The early Christians, we believe, 
continued the observance of the established Jewish fes- 
tivals, although in a new spirit, as commemorating 
events which had been thus foreshadowed. The original 
idea in the Easter festival which, of course, dates back 
centuries before the Christian era, was the celebration 
of the dawn of a new year—the end of the reign of 
winter, the coming of spring. Thus, the sacred fire in 

the Roman temple of Vesta was kindled on the Ist 
March, the beginning of the Roman year; and the 
Celts had their Beltane fire at this period. The sub- 
ject is one that has lent itself to all kinds of interpre- 
tations, sacred and secular, and we have been struck 
by the ingenuity of some of the theories. For us the 
symbolism is sufficient, however it may have been de- 
rived. Holding with Emerson, that the whole world is 
an omen and a sign, we can see that even many things 
despised as heathen may reflect the spirit behind all 
phenomena, Between Easter as a Pagan festival cele- 
brating the renewal of life in Nature, and Easter as a 
movable feast of the Church to signalise the rising of 
Christ from the dead, there may seem to be a wide 
gap. But the difference is more apparent than real 
when we regard the symbolism of the matter. Spiritu- 


alism reconciles the two views, giving to the dead letter 


of forms and rites a livmg meaning. 
n * a * 


There is an oft-told story of a prisoner charged with 
theft, who, when the prosecuting lawyer announced that 
he would call three witnesses who had seen the offence 
committed, retorted that he could call fifty who could 
testify that they had not seen it. We once laughed at 
this story, but ib seems we ought not to do so. Be 
cause this is really a solemn and serious statement of 
the Rationalist position. A Rationalistic judge would 
have to take into account the testimony of the witnesses 
who were not there. We were led into these reflections 
by a perusal of the Literary Guide“ for April. We are 
no strangers to that journal which, on its purely literary 
side, we have often read with interest. In its present 
issue we note that it is still occupied in exposing the 
“follies and frauds of Christianity, as well as the 
“follies and frauds'' of Spiritualism. It must be a hard 
task to convince the world that any religion or move- 
ment consists wholly of follies and frauds. It is clear 
that if we had to become a Rationalist, too, we should 
have to disregard all the experiences and conclusions of 
all those who have investigated our subject and, after 


many years, recorded their considered verdicts. We 

should also have to set aside as worthless all our own 

many years of investigation, experience and hard think 

ing. And all in favour of what? The preconceptions, 
prejudiees and opinions of the witnesses who were not 
there—who saw nothing and experienced nothing. And 
this is Rationalism—the religion of Reason! Havers!“ 
as the Scotsman says when he listens to an absurdity. 
It is a great day when even the facts and figures” turn 
round on Gradgrind, and the logician is eonfuted with 
his own logic. 

* * * * 

Press cuttings lie round in hundreds, some of them 
containing attacks so mendacious that their writers 
would seem to be in Seriptural phrase possessed ot 
"lying spirits.” There is very little that is really worth 
any serious attention, even if we had the space to notice 
them all. In the '*Guardian'' of the 19th ult., we note 
a letter from Nemo! who, referring to the dwindling 
congregations of the Churches, remarks :— 

Doubtless a wave of materialism is passing over the world, 
and it will need a wave of true Spiritualism to counteract it 
And he recommends an attitude of keen, unpreju- 
diced, hopeful, watchful, prayerful expectancy,” a 
piece of advice we ean cordially endorse. Then we may 
note Dr. Stuart Holden's attitude in a sermon on 
"Modem Spiritualism” at St. Paul's Church, Port- 
man Square, on a recent Sunday, when, in regard to 
the state of the dead, he instructed his hearers that the 
Scriptures taught that they are in a place of profound 
slumber, to be aroused at the coming of the Lord 
Jesus." Against this we may place the Bishop of Lon- 
don's statements in Hyde Park in July last, when he 
expressed his belief in spirit return, and said that those 
who had passed over were the same five minutes after 
death as they were before. We are constrained to ask 
which statement the uninstructed layman who relies 
on his ministers is expected to believe. 


MISS MARIE CORELLI AND PSYCHIC EVIDENCE, 


Lorp TENNYSON’S CramaAUDIENCE, 


Many of your readers have doubtless perused Marie Co- 
relli’s outburst in the “Daily Telegraph” (March 23rd). This 
clever lady gives vent to a column of abuse: abuse which 
descends on everybody in general and Spiritualists in par- 
ticular, 

I ieave criticism to the many able writers who fill your 
inspiring journal. Personally, I feel ten times the contumely 
vh worth while, in return for the information regarding 
our great poet Tennyson. 

Miss Corelli quotes from Lord Tennyson’s life of his 
father. We know the Victorian genius was much interested 
in Spiritualism, but I, for one, learn for the first time that 
he was actually clairaudient. It seems that after his brother 
Charles's death, he was “hearing perpetual ghostly voices.” 

The son, greatly perturbed, carried his father off to 
Venice. Apparently a sufficient number of steamers and 
trains “did in effect restore his health and silence the 
ghosts.” 

I wonder! Or was it that a long féte-d-téte with his son 
taught him at the eleventh hour that speech is silver, but 
silence is golden? Lovise BERENS. 


IN à moral universe it is safer to trust man's hopes than 
his fears. Any thought of God, of His government and the 
future of His children, that is not full of courage and pro- 
mise, even as the morning is full of light, as the sun is full 
of warmth, as August is full of flowers and fruit, that view 
is imperfect, untrue, and false to the Divine Being and 
Government.—Newrnt Dwrogr Hus, 
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SPIRITUALISM AND SCIENCE. 


VI.—'Ing Unconscious Mis IN Man. (ii.) 


By Sram De Brarn 


Telepathy.—-In 1889 the Society for Psychical Research 
appointed a conunittee, under the chairmanship of the late 
Professor Henry Sidgwick, to make a census of *‘Hallucina- 
tions," as all post-mortem appearances were considered te 
be. Seventeen thousand persons replied. Rather more than 
two thousand answers were affirmative, and careful enquiries 
elicited that of the total number, 381 apparitions of persons 
living at the moment (or not more than twelve hours dead) 
had been recognised by the percipients; and that, of these, 
eighty were said to have been experienced within twelve 
hours ef death. Stringently sceptical tests reduced the 80 
to 30 irrefragable cases; and a strict application of mathe- 
matical laws showed that even on this reduced basis, the 
cases of 5pparition were 440 times more numerous than they 
should have been in the absence of any causal relation be- 
tween the death and th» apparition. It is probable that at 
least as many out of the 50 cases not taken into calculation 
were as veridical as those admitted as irrefragably valid. If 
that be so the figure of 440 should be S80. 

The full force of this mathematical demonstration will 
perhaps not be recognised by non-mathematical readers: but 
in reality it is the very strongest proof for the existence of 
the telepathic faculty. It is borne out by hundreds of cases, 
of which M. Camille Flammarion has collected 346 in his 
book, '"L'Inconnu." , - 

That is what is meant by “Telepathy,” a word often very 
loosely applied to various phenomena. as well as to thought- 
transference. It really means the faculty by which some 
event happening at a distance is perceived, or thought is 
transferred from one mind to another at a distance. 
Flammarion sums up his conclusions drawn from the analysis 
of these cases as under :— 


E The soul exists as a real being independently of the 
y: 

2. It is gifted with faculties still unknown to science: 

3. It can act and perceive at a distance without the in- 
termediary of the senses: 

4. Future events are prepared in advance, determined by 
the causes which will bring them into realisation. The soul 
can sometimes perceive them. 


We ure, therefore, justified, on the evidence of fact, in 
taking telepathy as one of the faculties of the subconscious 
mind in Man. 

Telekinesis, —This means the movement of objects wiih- 
out physical contact. The experiments of Dr. Crawford, 
D.Sc., Lecturer on Engineering in Queen's College, Belfasi 

to mention no other—have conclusively demonstrated the 
existence of this faculty. It consists in the power of cer- 
tain organisms 1o exteriorise ‘psychic rods" which convey 
energy, rather than form (as in materialisations), and can 
lift heavy objects It is unnecessary to repeat details, which 
are readily accessible in recent books. Tt will suffice to point 
out that even if the force exerted is directed from the Un- 
seen, it originates in the organism of the medium; and as 
the latter is not conscions of it and cannot direct it, that 
faculty likewise must be referred to the subconscious mind, 

Lucidit y is the name given to certain states which allow 
of the perception of events distant, not in Space only (as in 
telepathy), hut in Time also. This perception may be of past 
or future time; when it is of the future it is commonly 
called **propheey ’' Without referring to the prophetic Serip- 
tures, some of which were certainly in existence long prior 
to their fulfilment, there are many modern instances of this 

yower. For instance: I, myself, «aw in 1370, in the “Reye- 
ations” of a French nun, printed at least ten years before, 
a prophecy that the Emperor Napoleon III. would reign 
fifteen years and nine months. Now, the eup d'état was on 
December 2nd, 1954, and the surrender at Scdan was on Sep- 
tember 2nd, 1870. 

In „Blackwood Magazine" for August, 1910. Colonel 
Percy Machell, C.M.G., Inspector-General of the Egyptian 
Coastgnard Department, gives the prophecies of Sheik 
Hassan El Merghani, who foretold some twenty years pre- 
viously, the Mahdist revolt and its suppression. with many 
details, even the exact place and the issue of the battle of 
Omdurman being indicated. 

In the “Annales des Sciences Psychiques'! there is a re- 
port of the minute examination into the Sonrel predictions 
(given in 1965), of the wars of 1370 and 1914. It gives pre- 
cise and true details of the general course of both wars. 

These cases may, of course, involve communications from 
the Unseen; but persons who are unwilling to admit this 
explanation must either deny the facts altogether (which, 
in view of the dates, is difficult to snstain). or must refer 
them to the subconscious mind, involving the inference of 
very large extensions of its powers, Conjuring, a8 an 
explanation, will not do here! 

Psychic Moe isi m full consideration of this 
most remarkable of all the Spiritualist phenomena must be 


deferred for the present. That it occurs T have had per- 
sonal experience. The plates purchased in London were ex- 


posed at Crewe in November, 1919. and never lost sight of 
from the time of opening the packet till development wa 
complete On one of them there appeared a written message 
on another, the face of a lady who passed over in 1913 
This portrait was recognised at once by four persons who 
knew her well, one being her brother Gi non-Spiritualist) 
who, on seeing the photograph unexpectedly, exclaimed. 
“Why, that is R., it is not merely ‘like her,’ it is herself 
I have no portrait so good." This phenomenon, however, 
involves necessarily much more than the subconscious mind 
alone, and, therefore, neither this nor materialisation phe- 
nomena are more than mentioned in this connection, 


Automatism.—Automatie writing in one form or another 
is now too common to need proof. The whole questions to 
be resolved now are: Whence does it come? and, if from 


the Unseen, by what conditions is it limited? That it is 
very severely limited is evident, Again the answers to both 
these questions do not fall within the immediate reference 
Even if we accept the evidence for an internal source, there 
can be no doubt in the minds of those who have experimented 
in this direction that in all genuine cases the automatist is 
completely unconscious of what is given through his hand. 
In many cases the script certainly proceeds from the medium! 
own subconsciousness; when it does not, the impressed ideas 
are interpreted by that subconsciousness, so that it also must 
be considered a phenomenon of the subconscious mind 

In fine, then, and without appealing to ‘‘the spirits" at 
all, it is clear that the subconscious mind, which in all cases 
conducts the normal, but quite equally marvellous, operations 
of genesis, growth, repair, and maintenance of the body 
and the ordinary operations of unconscious mentation, which 
proceed from what we call Intuition or Instinct, shows also 
many degrees of supernormal power. As it has been demon- 
strated (Art. iv.) that in any given nation we are all very 
much of one blood, it follows that if these powers are not 
altogether extraneous, they must be latent, in germ, or in 
potentiality, in oll of us, the only difference being that cer- 
tain constitutions called mediumistic have them much more 
developed than others. This does not make such persons 
“more spiritual,“ nor morbid, nor higher,“ nor “lower,” 
than others; it only marks them out as abnormal. Beyond 
this it is unnecessary to go for the present. ; 

We rest on facts. One by one the phenomena which 
sceptics have derided have been submitted to rigid examina- 
tion and found to be true. Armchair critics who think to in- 
validate the facts by carping criticisms on passages in books, 
or by throwing doubt on long-past séances; by advancing 
mal-observation, fraud, coincidence, or hallucination, as ex- 
planations of this or that particular occurrence, are welcome 
to their theories. The facts offer them a plain issue; Are 
thought and all kindred  faculties mere functions of the 
cerebral mechanism, or are they not? If it is maintained 
that they are, let those who hold to this thesis give expen- 
mental proof how one brain acts on another at a distance— 
how it can move objects without contacto it can foretell 
events in the distant future—/ow it can impress the photo- 
graphic plate with portraits of deceased persons—/ovw it can 
convey information quite outside the experiences of the 
writers—and how it can present the materialised image of 
n well-known face. 

When they can do this, we shall be willing to admit that 
thought is a product of the brain alone, that the soul" isa 
mere name for the functions of life, and that human sur- 
vival of death is the impossibility which Haeckel and his 
"rationalist" followers maintain it to be. 

We say, however, that these phenomena prove the ex. 
istence of that subconscious mind which modern psychology 
affirms on many other grounds than the supernormal facul- 
ties mentioned above. Whether this subconscious mind is 
the real Self of the individual, and personality the localised 
and limited expression of that Self; whether there is proof 
that this Self survives the change called death; these are 
matters which demand separate evidence and consideration. 
This is the essential part of Spiritualism, and it rests neither 
on professorial theories, nor on ancient records, nor on faith 
nor on à few isolated phenomena, but on rational inferences 
from a vast body of world-wide facts. 

As Flammarion says, these phenomena “confirm what we 
know from other sources; that the purely mechanical ex- 
planation of Nature ig unsatisfactory—there is more in the 
universe than Matter. It is not Matter that rules the world, 
but a dynamic and psychic element"; ie., Mind acting by 
Energy. In short, scientific Spiritualism regards the human 
being as body, soul, and spirit, as Intuition in all ages has 
perceived; but under new aspects of those familiar words. 
The soul is an etherial cellular complex as the body is a 
material cellular complex, and the spirit—the true Sell i, 
linked to the Divine Creative Idea. These are not three 
separate essences, but a correlated series of representations“ 
on the material, etherial, and spiritual "planes," Conscious 
ness depends on circumstances, but still more. on Will, The 
mentality which busies itself solely with the things of earth 
becomes of the earth earthy, and neither cares for, nor can 
understand the things of the spirit. But the soul and spirit 
are always there, as the flower is latent in the sleeping seed. 

Lastly, the special quality of the subconscious mind is 
Morality. In animals in a state of nature it inhibits exces 
of all the appetites. In Man it perceives Right and Wrong. 
Broadly speaking, the animals obey it and man does not 
Hence the allegory of the Fall, which is false as history, and 
true as symbolism, 


— 


April 3, 1020. 


THE LESSON OF EASTERTIDE. 


Cusxcep Views or. Lire, AND HOW sven SCIENCE nas 
AFFECTED THEM 


By Kits T. Power, LL.B., D. 8. 


"Canst thou by searching find out God? Canst thou find 


aut the Almighty unto perfection? —Job. xi. 7 


The last twenty or thirty years have completely tran 
formed the relations of Religion and Science. Within en 
memory the twain were regarded as irreconcilable antago- 
nists. In 1920 it would be no great exaggeration to aflirm 
that Religion and Science have become synonymous terms 
If science concerned itself only with the things of the spirit, 
we might say that religion was science, and science religion 
But even if we cannot go quite so far, we can accept gladly 
and wholeheartedly the dictum of the inimitable Bagshot 
that “the modern positive and scientific world has a sense oi 
mystery which was altogether lacking in the ancient and me- 
dieval world, and which is akin to the mysticism of the East 
The scientific age is that which has the measure of its own 
ignorance. '' 

'The change is marvellous, when we recollect that only the 
other day we were being told by materialists that there was 
no mystery at all. When one law of Nature after another 
stood revealed by scientific research, and when finally the 
great Darwinian hypothesis seemed to crown the structure of 
penetrating investigation, it was conjectured that we should 
soon know everything. What with embryology, geology, as 
tronomy, spectrum analysis, the sciences of magnetism and 
electricity, and the achievements of the microscope and tele- 
scope, the age of omniscience seemed imminent. A few 
more strides, and the microscope would penetrate the ob- 
scurest beginnings of life. ‘Then we should find that God 
was simply a phantasm of the mind, religion an old wives’ 
fable, and the soul a thing easily dissected out of the possi- 
pit of existence. One speculation was piled upon another, 
in the assurance that the world and all its phenomena 
physical, intellectual, and spiritual—were reducible to terms 
of matter, and as such, susceptible of final and unimpeach 
able analysis. 

And now the first minds in science would express them 
wlves in Bagshot’s words. Life still remains an unravelled 
mystery, in spite of the best that modern biological scrutiny 
has achieved, “The origin of living matter, says Mr. H 
W. Conn, “is shrouded in as great obscurity as ever. We 
must admit that the disclosures of the modern microscope 
have complicated rather than simplified this problem. While 
a few years ago chemists and biologists were eagerly ex- 
pecting to discover a method of manufacturing a bit of liv- 
ing matter by artificial means, that hope has now been prac 
tically abandoned ‘The task is apparently hopeless.’ Not 
for nothing had Job's friend watched the circling Pleiades, 
and seen Orion rise in stately glory season after season. Not 
for nothing was the conviction forced upon him that be 
hind this beauty there’ was Mind eternal and inscrutable. 
And his triumphant challenge comes ringing down the ages, 
to be justified by the recovered reverence of a science which, 
thirty years ago, imagined itself to have grasped the master 
key to all the secrets of the Universe. 

Tho change came in the very hour of acutest need. If 
the hurricane of Armageddon had burst upon a people sitting 
disconsolate in the murk of sheer materialism, humanity 
might well have deemed itself the pariah of the Universe 
It could have uttered nothing better than the despairing 
ery of stark agnosticism—‘‘O God, if there be a God, save 
my soul, if I have a soul.“ What has happened ts very 
different. The frontiers of knowledge have been thrust for- 
ward into what was once the dim unknown—but our stand 
upon the summit of this new Pisgah has only revealed fresh 
Lands of Promise. They are gloriously beautiful, but as 
distant for the time as the prospect from 

“‘sea-girt Populonia, 
Whose sentinels descry 
Sardinia’s snowy mountain tops 
Fringing the southern sky.’ 


Faith has not been wholly displaced by sight. We must still 
believe that 
"God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform“ 

though the veil of mystery has been lifted far enough for us 
to understand that His beneficent plans may be formulated, 
and made known to His superhuman coadjutors, thousands 
aye, millions—of years ahead of the terrestrial events which 
shape for their realisation, But the apparent slowness and 
deviousness of the processes, though it remains in large de- 
gree incomprehensible, is illuminated by the searchlights of 
wjentifio suggestion. For example, science has told us of 
the countless wons required to transform the cosmic dust 
of fathomless space into the rocks of the whizzing planet 
which is our home, And, therefore, as Erskine of Linlathen 
sid, “We may be allowed to trust that He Who has taken 
untold ages for the formation of a bit of old red sandstone, 
may Dot be limited to threescore years and ten for the per- 
feeting of a human spirit." In truth, we are privileged to 
cooperate in the formative work hy turning sctentists our- 
wlves—aye, even the humblest of us, For what is a scientist 
after all? The author of the “New Knowledge," expound- 
ing the latest and most brilliant discoveries, says that a 
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cjontist i mo who sends hi Hul inte the invisible, for 
that in ood truth i vhat ever experimenter literally 
dox And is it not what every worshipper literally doe 
hen at cach recurring Eastertide he joins that tryst of spirit 
ith Spirit which we call the Kucharist ? 
And, finally, if we ask what is re ponsible for this change 
il. we enquire what has deepened man’s reverence, broadened 
his hope, and strengthened his spiration, the answer mu 
he Psychic Scienci It has given him a scientific assurance 
of the Life Beyond uch as never in all his history he had 
poss ed hat is to say, it has altered the focus of hia in 
tellect, and ennobled his outlook upon existence He feel 
that he i t co-operator not an outsider He is trusted 
vith some of the secrets of the cosmic machinery, and no 
longer sees it whirling in apparent arbitrarine or, at all 
events, lor a purpose beyond his furthest Vision Man know 
that he- himself, and not another is destined to survive, 
and that there is an ever-increasing pre umption not onl 


Ji urvival but of immortality Ane therefore for the 
Psychic Researcher, Easter is the most pregnant festival of 
the whole Christian year It 


recalls the triumphant Exper: 
ment ol the greatest Psychic of all time, the Resurrection 


which is now a demonstrated scientific fact In its celebra 
tion at the time of spring it typifies the re-awakening of 
Nature from its winter lep, its resumption of upward 


movement upon the far-extending evolutionary pathway In 
its still deeper meaning it portends that distant, mysterious 
and eternal Eastertid« iway down the age towards which 
all life is pressing with incessant struggle, as to a consum- 
mation dimls-visioned afar off, and of splendour incompr: 
hensible to intellect is yet imprisoned within the walls of 
the five senses 


PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY. 


This phenomenon affords to some minds more convincing 


proof than any other of the reality of spirit control, be 
cause, if carried out with rigid scientific accuracy, it elim- 
inates all possibility of action by the subconscious mind 
alone. If substantiated by an authoritative committee it 


would convince men of weight in the scientific world that 
there really is action by discarnate minds But on this point 
I agree entirely with a scientific correspondent who writes 
to me—'*The tests which have been carried out are all tests 
by private persons whose good faith may be, and probably 
is, perfect; but their results can be satisfactory only to 
those who have seen them—necessurily a small body. Until 
the mediums who claim this power have submitted to studies 
of this branch of research conducted in London or Paris with 
all the rigour of the experimental method, everything that 
they produce will be open to question.“ 

l nfortunatelv, mediums do not realise thi They think 
that their honesty is suspected, and do not understand that 
if they really are honest (as, personally, I do not doubt), and 
if they really are conscious of their responsibility as agent 
for the Unseen, in giving proof, not to some little coterie, 
but to the world, they would hail the opportunity of giving 
the same absolute verification as the medium **Eva'' ha 
given of materialisations, which are now no longer denied 
by any who are conversant with the fact They do not un 
derstand the difference between convincing a few individuals 
and affording proofs which cannot be disregarded by the 
scientific world 

At the present day the scientific method alone carries 
wide-spread conviction. Arguments pro and con are always 
1 The materialistic science which has dominated 
Kurope has gained its great authority by rigorous atten 
tion to physical facts, and the respect that exact induc 
tion has inspired. Now that the supernormal facts have also 
been ndmitted within the purview of science, it is nothing 
less than disastrous that under one excuse or another 
private convenience, persenal interests, or the reluc tance ot 
vanity to submit to test conditions—those who have the power 
should deny the opportunity for examination of the pheno 
menon in all its bearings, especially when fully adequate 
compensation is given for the time and trouble involved 

There are some who have been disgusted by the rude 
ness and overbearing manners of one or two ''scientists;" and 
say they will meet no more scientifie men; that they do not 
eure whether such be convinced or not. Well, if they take 
this attitude they fail in their duty to their own gift. Much 
patience is required on both sides. 

V. C.D 


COMING EVENTS. 


(For DETAILS ser ADVTS.) 


April 13th.—Miss Scatcherd, 6, Queen Square, 7.30 pan 


“Quarry IN Lire,” by Percy J. Smith (John M. Watkins, 
3/6 net) is a book to take up when the mind is quite un- 
distracted—a book to muse over at leisure in some quiet 
country nook. It has an outward look on nature and life, 
and an inward look on the deep emotions, the wonderings 
and aspirations of the haman soul by “quality in life" the 
author means “that enrichment of existence which is born of 
t full inflowing and outpouring of consciousness," We all 
need such enrichment “Getting and spending, we lay waste 
our powers. ; 
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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 
6, QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W. C.1. 


The Alliance possesses the largest Library in existence of occult, 
mystical, and psychical books. Members’ annual subscription £1 1. 

For prospectus, syllabus of meetings, classes, &c., apply to the 
Secretary. 


SIR WILLIAM CROOKES AND SPIRIT 
COMMUNICATION, 


Mr, McCabe's statement at the Queen's Hall debate 
that Sir William Crookes had said that he had never 
found any proof whatever of spirit return has naturally 
exercised the minds of many people unfamiliar alike 
with the facts of the matter and with Rationalistic 
methods. j 

First, as to Mr, MeCabe's statement, here are the 
facts. On August Ist, 1874, Sir William Crookes wrote 
te a Madame B., St. Petersburg, on the question of 
fixing the identity of a deceased person, and in the 
vourse of this letter he said :— 

a I have most earnestly desired to get the 
one proof you seek—the proof that the dead can re- 
turn and communicate. I have never once had satisfac- 
tory proof that this is the case. . All I am satis- 
fied of is that there exist invisible intelligent beings 
who profess to be spirits of deceased people, but the 
proofs which I require I have never yet had; although 
1 am willing to admit that many of my friends declare 
that they have actually received the desired proofs, 
and I, myself, have been very close to conviction 
several times.“ 


The entire letter is quoted in Ligur of May 12th, 
1900. We draw especial attention to the fact that it 
was written in 1874, although we can hardly hope that 
all of our opponents will take notice of that fact in any 
public statement on the subject. We know the me- 
thods of some of them too well, unhappily. 

When Mr. McCabe made the statement, we saw at 
once that whatever Sir William Crookes may have said 
or written on the subject would have been over-ridden 
by his lust publie statement over his own name, which 
appeared in liant of December 9th, 1916, which we 
give here :— 


“Responding to your invitation, I have no objec- 
tion to re-affirm my position on the subject of what are 
known as psychical phenomena, and to state once 
more, as I stated in my presidential address to the 
British Association in 1898, that in regard to the in- 
vestigations first entered upon by me more than forty 
yeurs ago, | adhere to my published statements, and 
lave nothing to retract. That I have not hitherto con- 
sidered it necessary to commit myself to any generali- 
sation upon the facts to which I have drawn attention 
does not in any way invalidate my testimony regarding 
the facts themselves. In my opinion, they substantiate 
the claims which have been made for them by several of 
my colleagues and friends in the Society for Psychical 
Research, viz., that they point to the existence of an- 
other order of human life continuous with this, and de- 
monstrate the possibility in certain circumstances of 
communication between this world and the next. 

"WiLLIAM. Crookes.” 

"November 28th, 1916.” 


Mr. McCabe and those who think with him may 
draw what comfort from these statements they can. 
We need not enlarge upon them. They speak for them- 
selves. We may only point out in anticipation of any 
superficial criticiam, that Sir William Crookes could 
not retract the original statement, for doubtless it was 
the case that on August Ist, 1874, he had only evidence 
of the existence of invisible pma beings, but no 
proof that they were the spirits of deceased people. He 


could only have retracted the statement if be bad been 
rash enough. to declare that they were nof. the spirits 
of deceased persons. And Sir William Crookes was 
never rash. He was far more cautious than the most 
rationalistic Rationalists 

Litera scripta manet. There is nothing more to suy. 


"PIGS IN CLOVER": A STUDY IN 
STRATEGY. 


By rur Rev. Erus G. Rosgnrs, M.A. (Oxon.) 


Pant I. 


“Surtout point de ste. —TALLEYRAND, 


Many readers of LiGur. may remember the pastime to 
which I owe the superscription of this humble article. It 
was played with a glass-fronted box divided by partitions 
into a kind of maze, through which were scattered several 
little glass balls. The object of the player was, by judicious 
tiltings of the box, to bring the balls into a pen or compart- 
ment in the middie. The task required much delicacy of 
manipulation, and very considerable patience. The game 
was dignified with the SUUS LAM of Pigs in Clover.“ 

. It has been the privilege of the writer to take part ina 
similar 55 played with real pigs, and a real garden. 
One of his earliest recollections is being summoned from his 
studies to do his bit in the defence of his paternal domains, 
from an invasion of four-legged Boches belonging to a distant 
farm. The home defenders comprised the governess, two 
maids, the writer, some other small boys, and an untrained 
but enthusiastic terrier. The operations were di by 
an elderly lady of fery temper, who, armed with a parasol, 
stood in the midst of the garden and issued her orders in a 
series of incomprehensible screams. ^ Exhilarated by | 
outcries, the pigs dashed  joyously to and fro, charging 
again and again through the thin line of defence, trampling 
through parterres, upsetting flowerpots, and playing the bear 
with herbaceous borders. Finally, after a vast expenditure 
of energy, and much mutual recrimination on the part of 
the humans, the pigs smashed their way through the garden 
hedge, Sarah Jane gave notice, and the young gentlemen 
resumed their studies under an infuriated governess who 
ladled out impositions all round. There could hardly be a 


finer illustration of the wisdom of Talleyrand's much mis- 
understood apothegm. 3 p 

. Fifty years have passed away since the date of this 
direful conflict, and during these years the writer, like 
certain of his readers, has taken part in many a controversial 
fray. And the initiated will not fail to perceive the meaning 
of his modest parable. The squealing, and the shrieking, 
and the barking, and the hustling will be recognised a: 
having their counterparts as accompaniments to every move- 
ment by which mankind mounts up to higher things. T 
furious old lady with her brandished ene the perspiring 
and justly exasperated cook, the small boy smacked for ten- 
dering sensible advice to his seniors—these characters come 
before us in one guise or another again and yet again. And, 
alas, the trampled and devastated garden—the simple hearts 
made sad by shattered ideals and beliefs, the desecrated 
loyalties, the polluted fanes that were once so reverenced—are 
not these things smon the bitterest sorrows of a bitter age? 
Ix it really impossible in this third millennium after 
Socrates that “rational” bein should fight out their 
differences, if fight they must, without working all this devas- 
tation in the world around ? 

At the risk of repeating a painful experience (for I was 
that small boy) I wish to contribute some suggestions towards 
so desirable an end. — Let us take a calm survey of the tumul- 
tuous army confronting us. And the first point to notice 
is that it 1s a tumultuous one. Each warrior has his own 
battle cry, and these cries are distinctly discordant. 4 
stalwart 1 denies the very existence of telepathy. His 
trusty and well-beloved ally, the Dean, accepts it, and makes 
it a weapon with which to combat the Spiritistic hypothesis. 
One will have it that in Spiritualism there is nothing but 
human fraud; another sees 1n it the long arm of an all but 
Omnipotent Devil. It is not, I think, in the least unfair to 
compare the operations of our adversaries to the evolutions of 
a crowd of excited pigs. And strategic insight will show 
us that this identity of tactics is the result of identity of 
position, and that combatants in such a situation have really 
no other tactics at command, 

Deep in the sub-conscious mind of the gallant porker lies 
the sure conviction that he has no real chance against his 
human foe. He may win a battle or two, but the campaign 
is hopeless; the resources of civilisation will be called in, and 
against them his simple valour cannot prevail. ‘Trample 
ye rosea while ye ma '; for in the background there 
voms the inexorable butcher and the inevitable pork. 
pie. So, like the game warrior that he is, 
pig determines to do all the mischief he can while 
iC Upper remains, And in like manner, deep in 
the mind of qus opponents, be they Rationalist 
or Clerical, there lurks the uneasy feeling that the battle is 
really lost. But furious activity may dispel unwelcome fore- 
boding. And the more cunning of the troop may hope by 
the very wildness of his manwuvres to fluster some unwary 
opponent into n hasty and disastrous move. This hope, in- 
deed, is by no means unreasonable, and so I would once more 
commend to defenders the maxim, “Surtout point de sêle," 


(To be continued) 


C. Fissuxe. We would have used your article on “M; 
Corelli and Spiritualism"" had you given your address, 


— 


LI 


April 3, 1920.) 


FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW. 


Miss Mercy Phillimore's paper on ‘The Relationship of 
the Inquirer to the Professional Medium,’’ read before the 
LSA. on March 25th, was not only excellent in itself, but 
woduced a most interesting discussion afterwards in which 
Mrs, M. H. Wallis, Mrs. Barbara McKenzie, Miss Violet 
Ortner, Major Hilder Daw and Mr. Ernest Hunt took part 
We hope to print a synopsis of the paper later, 


We have to thank Miss Lilian Whiting for 
Dr. Samuel MeComb's new 
Light of Modern Inquiry," 
Spiritualist Alliance 
in its welfare. 


the gift of 
book, “The Future Life in the 
for the library of the London 
a happy way of showing an interest 


Much interest has been shown by our readers in Dr 
Geley's book, and several inquiries have reached us about 
it. The English version is now in the press, and will be issued 
by Messrs. Collins and Sons, 48, Pall Mall, in September 
next. 

> * LJ * 


In the “Daily Telegraph’’ of 23rd ult., Miss Marie Co- 
relli tells us that so-called Spiritualists evince a curious 
objection to quote or to consider the teaching of the greatest 
Spiritual Master ever born into this world—the Founder of 
Christianity himself. No ‘medium’ ever calls upon His name; 
no ‘medium’ dare to do so," We are dealing with a lady 
controversialist, and must observe the amenities. We will, 
therefore, merely suy that Miss Corelli's statement is want- 
ing in accuracy. 


As a sample of the attitude and mentality of some of 
our opponents the following from a recent address by Father 
Bernard Vaughan is instructive. He said. What to some 
folk read like the gibberings of a lunatic in an asylum, to 
others, like Oliver Lodge, Conan Doyle, and Vale Owen, 
emed like a sublime revelation from a promised land. 
Without conclusive evidence to guide them, 5 gentlemen 
gulped down van loads of rubbish which ought to be tilted 
on a dust heap. Such was Spiritualism.” 


Mrs. Fred Maturin, a contributor to Ligur, whose 
bok, “Rachel Comforted,’’ will shortly appear, has an 
article in *Pearson's Weekly" entitled, "How I Talk with 
My Dead Child." 


She says:—''l often smile at people's idea of the Life 
Beyond, Picturesque things in it they will allow, A trumpet 
of gold, a throne of gems, gates of pearl, seas of glass, gar 
ments of white, all these (merely symbolical) they don't mind, 
But if I told them that children have tin trumpets off Christ- 
mas trees over there, that people sit on chairs, not thrones, 
that gates are like our gates, seas contain water, and that 
clothes are worn much like ours here, they would (some ol 
them) be shocked." 


A fortnight in the holiday place of your dreams—in one 
hour! This is the promise held out to shell-shock patients by 
Dr, Paul Bousefield, of Harlev-street, a psycho-analyst. 
The explanation is by hypnotic suggestion. Dr. Bousefield 
admitted to the “Evening News” that, although he was not a 
hypnotist, he had successtully employed hypnosis in the treat- 
ment of shell-shock patients. In more than 2,000 cases 
during the past two or three years," he said, “I have chiefly 
employed hypnosis and  psycho-analysis as the methods of 


treatment, Only about 70 per cent. of the patients can be 
satisfactorily hypnotised, however, and only about 40 per 
cont, of that number can be placed in the deep sleep that 
is essential," Asked by the “Evening News’’ representative 
whether he could really give a patient a fortnight's pleasure 

the specialist replied: Pes. It 


trip in an hour's sleep, 
the patient, comes unda the 40 per cent. of fit subjects, I 
can give him a mental visit to any place he may wish to 
visit. And, what's more, I can give him a fortnight of sun- 
shine!” 


C. 8. writes in the “Daily Mail!: Have you ever 
asked one of those people who scoff at Spiritualism how they 
explain water-finding ? They can't do it. Here your séance 
room is under the open sky and your paraphernalia a hazel 
twig. No cabinets! No curtains! No darkness! The water- 
finder—or dowser, as he is called—-walks slowly across 
country clasping his twig by its forked ends, the point to- 
wards the earth. Perhaps for an hour or even more he 
draws blank; and then suddenly the twig begins to twitch 
and jerk like a leashed hound struggling for freedom. A 
subterranean stream has been discovered, vou are told, And 
in nine cases out of ten, if you care to fall to with a shovel 
then and there, you ean prove it. The genuine water-finder's 
failures are so few ns to be negligible Scientists like Sir 
William Barrett and Professor Janet, who have studied the 
whject, admit this, and they also affirm that the twig 
mores without ung faking on the dowser's part." 
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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle speaks on che 20th inet. at 
Colston Hall, Bristol; on the 21st at the Assembly Rooms 
Bath; and on the 22nd at the Swindon Swimming Baths 


Miss Maud MacCarthy, on Sunday night last, continued 
the story ol the revelations that have come to the Group 
with which she is associated There was a large attendance 
and keen interest was displayed. Miss MacCarthy paid a 
visit to Sheffield last week and gave an address before the 
V. M. C. A Settlement The Shettield Independent 
(March 25th) wrote the meeting. Whatever views 
might hold in regard to Miss MacCarthy's beliefs, there is 
no getting away from the fact that in her fascinating 
address she gave the impression of being eminently sane and 
of great mental power 


ot one 


* * . . 
The Spiritualists’ National Union, Ltd., have issued in 
pamphlet form a verbatim report of the court proceedings 


the 


of the case of Ministry of National Service v. Ernest 

Walter Oaten The booklet, which is entitled On the Side 

of the Angels» is obtainable at the office of The Iwo 

Worlds," 1*5, Corporation-street, Manchester, post free 74d 
* LI > * 

A correspondent in the Liverpool Echo, who signs him- 

self Iedimus H., writes It would be folly to ignore 


the claims of Spiritualism and the reception of messages from 
the unseen world, Probably our lost loved ones are speaking 
to us continuously, but our intelligence is so limited and un- 
developed that our ears are deaf. Electricity and wireless 
telegraphy existed in the days of Adam and Eve. But they 
are only modern discoveries. It was quite possible for the 
Hittites to build a fleet of airships, but their ideas were un- 
trained, and David, when tackling Goliath, could easily 
have used a ‘six-shooter’ instead of a sling—if he had been 
‘in the know.’ We live and learn 


Che above serves to answer, in part, the now very familiar 
objection which again saw the light in the recent Leaf-Cohen 
debate in Glasgow. Mr. Cohen said, **Does it not strike you 
that if spirit communication were real it ought to have oi 
curred and been known to people long ago? Of course, it 


was known to people long ago The testimony on that 
point is overwhelming. 
* * * * 
The death in Rome, at the age of 54, of the Princess 
Piombino recalls to “The Star" a remarkable ghost story 
connected with her mothe: This was Lady Gwendoline 


lalbot. daughter of the 16th Earl of Shrewsbury, who, in 


1835, married Prince Mark Antony Borghese 
LJ Lj > > 
Ihe English Princess Gwendoline, who was a very beauti- 
ful woman, died after having been married only five years 
while engaged in nursing cholera patients during the great 
epidemic in Rom The Prince had placed a sapphire ring 
of immense value upon his wife's their wedding 
day, and he insisted that the ring should be buried with he: 
in the tomb at Santa Maria Maggiore A few days after 
the funeral, a poor woman, found wearing the ring, ur- 
rested for stealing it. She said that while she was praying 
in the Borghese Chapel the Princess had appeared to her 
and given her the ring. The Prince ordered the coffin to be 
opened, and though none ot the seals placed upon it in his 
presence before the entombment had been broken, the ring 
was gone from the hand of the Princess. The Prince accepted 
the poor woman's story, caused the charge of theft to be 
withdrawn, and provided for her welfare tor the remainder 
of her life. 


finger on 


was 


Messrs. W. and G. Foyle, Ltd booksellers, of 121-5, 
Charing Cross-road, London, announce in our advertising 
columns that, for the convenience of their customers through- 
out the world, they have now added a Sper ial department de- 
„Voted entirely to works on Occultism, Mysticism, Theosophy, 
Psychology, Higher Thought, Astrology, Masonry, etc. It 
will be in charge of an expert, who will always be willing to 
give advice regarding books and to answer questions. Messrs 
Foyle also propose to have à notice-board in the department 
on which will be placed announcements of forthcoming lec- 

tures in town dealing with the subjects mentioned 


* > * > 
Meetings next week: 
Tuesday : 
Mr. R. Sutton, Stead Bureau, 7 p.m. 
Mr. H. J. Osborn, Mortimer Hall, 7.30 p.m. 


Wednesday : 
Sir A. Conan Doyle, East Ham, S p.m. 


Thursday : 


Mr. Vanstone, L.S.A., 6.30 and 7.30 p.m 
Mr. R, Sutton, Stead Bureau, 3.30 p.m. 
Sir A. Conan Doyle, Lewisham, S p.m. 


Hm — H 


EXPERIMENT WITH A SEALED BOOK 


Bv tue Rey. C. DRAYTON THOMAS. 


(Continued from page 102.) 


THE Owner’s SIGNATURE. 


‘This book has, near the beginning, a word in handwrit- 
ing. Either it is written or it is a tacsimile. This is un- 
mistakable. Such a definite statement should be a striking 
bit of proof.” In the top right-hand corner of the title- 
page my friend's signature was written in ink, lt is the only 
handwriting in the book. Not all books have the owner's 
name therein; nor had such an item been mentioned in any 
previous test, 

A Pace witn A BLANK. 


“Page ten has a blank in it." Here Feda was about 
to make some remark, but checked herself thus :—''It seems 
to Feda that —— Feda must not help because he knows 
how far to go." Page 10 of contents-table gave the number of 
each chapter with syllabus of its contents. But there was a 
single exception. pter eleven has no syllabus, the space 
opposite is left blank!  Feda's impulse to give further ex- 
planation of this blank is explicable. She apparently 
thought I might not notice a blank of this character, and 
was about to indicate its nature more precisely when she 
was checked by the communicator. Perhaps he wished to 
show that he could not only achieve the puzzle provided 
by the test, but also make a puzzle for us in return! 

“Page 12, near the top, has a reference that would apply 
to your wife, her mother, and to you; to somethi eiat 
a to the three of you.” is is the one and only 
failure. If such a reference is to be found in the book it is 
not upon the page indicated. 


HUMOUR AND A PUZZLE. 


There is a page with columns in it." Here Feda said 
again that my father was laughing, and remarking that he 
thought it would be found that he had got the better of my 
friend who selected the book. We had no clue as to the 
whereabouts of this page, and searched long for columns of 
figures or for lines set out in parallel. Nothing of the kind 
appeared, and we were deciding to write it down as another 
failure when my friend's wife suggested that there might be 
à picture with columns. And facing the title-page we dis- 
covered a picture, entitled "A Spirit Photograph, the 
Wraith of Mr, Maskelyne appearing to Dr. Weatherly.” The 
scene is in a conservatory, the roof of which is supported 
upon twenty slender columns! Our communicator had been 
right after all, and had certainly succeeded very well in puz- 
zling us. 

A Diacram. 


“One of the first pages has something in the nature of a 
diagram; it is more diagram than picture. To Feda it looks 
like dark lines." This was correct. The diagram is upon 
page 13, which is “one of the first, as the book runs on to 
page 273. It occupies a good half of the page and consists 
of four black lines uniting large circles. 


AN ATTEMFTED CnROoRS-CORRESPONDENCE., 


It had occurred to me that possibly one test might be ob- 
tained through another channel, and I bad asked my father 
on December 13th if he would give one fact about the book 
through my sister at Folkestone? The reply was, “He will 
gladly try. Ask her to put it down exactly as he gives it, 
and not to press for more," My sister was then informed ot 
the experiment, and three days later wrote me that they 
had received the test message from father, Page 85,” wit 
no further explanation. At the sitting on December 20th 
I asked if page 75 was correct for the Folkestone message? 
Reply: “Page 85 was quite right, and he gave no further 
message about it. On that page you will nd a situation 
which is appropriate to this book, and the fact of his trying 
to find out about it before you open it. The passage is ap- 
propriate to the situation. This page contains the story of 
a dream, in which a certain horse was seen to win a forth- 
coming race. The horse's name was made clear in the dream, 
and its chances discussed next day with a racing friend, who 
said it had no chance of pom. the dreamer was much 
impressed when this horse actually won by many lengths. I 
have considerably abbreviated the story, but it« main feature 
was the obtaining of informntion in an abnormal manner, 
and resulta proving that information correct. There seems to 
exist some parallel between that and this sealed book-test. 
I had received information in an abnormal way, and results 
proved its general correctness. I hesitate to claim a definite 
success for this attempted cross-correspondence, but perhaps 

the veridical dream and the book-test have enough in common 
to justify the statement made as to the appropriateness of 
page 85 to the situation, while the fact that the number of 
the page was given in a distant town by planchette, nnd 
accepted and enlarged upon during my sitting with Mrs. 
Leonard in London, gives additional interest to this portion 
of the experiment, 

At my next sitting Feda especially asked if E had found 
the page with the columna on it, adding, “Your father put 
it like that ou purpose. Always remember that there may be 
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a second meaning to things he gives. He put it like thai 
purposely in order to make it puzzling.” Reference was tbe 
made to the subjects of spirit communication and of super 
stition, strongly emphasising the distinction between th 
two. “As to the former, he used to be interested, but wx 
not strictly in favour of the subject. Now, however, he i 
greatly interested because he sees how true it is. Nere. 
theless, he is more than ever strengthened in his oppositio, 
to superstition." He then explained at some length wha 
he meant by superstition, and urged that, just because s 
many people are merely superstitious and not scientifically 
or religiously interested in discovering the real truth abo 
happenings seemingly supernormal, it is better that the truth 
of spirit communication should not be pressed upon thom 
spiritually or mentally unprepared for it. : 
“He has already warned you about the danger of bringing 
this subject before undesirable people. This book substan 
tiates that. His mind has changed about Spiritualism as; 
whole, but upon the one point he is stronger than before. It 
has been misused by some; not only by the foolishly curiow, 
but also by those who took it up for bad ends—Black Magi. 
Some have undoubtedly used psychic powers for bad endi 
It is like playing with a sharp weapon; they cut themselre 
badly, bot unfortunately they often hurt others first. Sud 
people give the whole subject a bad reputation. But uei 
wisely it is a great power for good, as you, yourself, him 
already experienced.’ 


(To be continued.) 


SPIRITUALISM AND THROSOPHY AT THE 
FREE CHURCHES CONGRESS. 


Under the above heading I. C. S." writes: 


The Congress of tlie Free Churches just held at Leicester 
was little noticed by the Press except by one or two eve 
ing papers, and it may, therefore, interest the readers d 
Ligut to summarise what was said. "AE 

The Rev. F. B. Meyer opened the proceedings in a pe 
simistic speech, in which he alluded to the crime, brutality, 
and sensuousness which made him almost despair of society 
He enlarged particularly on the immodesty of fashion am 
the decadence shown by the attendance of ladies at boxing 
championship contests. ‘That his criticisms applied only is 
a fraction of society does not seem to have struck him, ani 
after unbalanced utterances like these, one is not surpriwd 
to find that one of the eat evils of the day is that 
“Spiritualism is taking the place of religion.“ If there is am 
meaning in this statement, it is that people who are whi 
Mr. Meyer would call religious“ are giving up their re 
ligion and taking to Spiritualism in its place. This is, d 
course, the merest travesty of what is happening. Number 
of “religious” people are finding the strongest confirmatio 
of their faith in Spiritualism, which gives them as regarh 
the future life, knowledge instead af Bons; while it sheh 
a flood of light on the Old and New Testaments, particular: 
on the miracles and Resurrection of our Lord. Wit 
regard to those whom Mr. Meyer would call *'irreligion: 
it is at any rate delivering them from the bondage 4 
materialism and in many cases transforming their characten 

To Mr. Meyer succeeded the Rev. Mr. Spurr, who «x 
that “Spiritualism had formulated a creed antagonistic t 
the Christian faith and that the name of Christ was unge. 
come at a seance. Spiritualism has formulated no cres 
and founded no religion, and is antagonistic to no gemis 
faith. At the best séances where mediums of repute pre 
side (and I am dealing only with this class of Spiritualism 
it is a common thing to sing hymns in a reverential fashion 
and to observe the attitude of Christian devotion, 

Mr. Spurr goes on to say, “the history of medium à 
pitiful and sordid, but after allowance has been made fe 
roguery and trickery there is a residuum of phenomem! 
happenings which compels us to postulate the existence « 
mysterious psychical forces the nature of which is unknows 
The reality of the phenomena must be freely admitted bi 
there is no evidence that the sitters are in communion wit 
the departed." Mr. Spurr, in spite of his denunciatios 
is apparently half a Spiritualist himself, but instead of har 
ing the courage of his convictions and calling for furthe 
enquiry as to these ''mysterious psychical forces" he s 
parently switches off on to Tepee which he describe » 
a definite anti-missionary creed." He evidently know 
little of Theosophical teaching and is out of touch with the 
best missionary spirit of the present day. Two of the beat. 
ing doctrines of Theosophy are that the life is more importas 
than the creed (“whatsoever a man soweth that shall he ale 
reap'') and the common basis of all religions, and this indeed 
was the teaching of Our Lord and His Apostles. — The di 
idea of missionary work was to vilify and damage in ewr 
possible way the creed of the listener, and then to preset 
a pistol at his head in the shape of a full-fl scheme d 
dogmatic Christianity. E uto hf is no doubt opposed & 
missionary work of this kind. But views have , ant 

the ideas of the best missionaries of the present day mar b 
summed up in the phrase which the writer heard in Inde 
à few years ngo inn sermon by a distinguished. OMS 
Missionary, "We nre here not to proselytise bnt to help 
Hindu and Mohammedan to live à fuller and better life. 
With such a view of Christian missions Theosophy is full ¢ 
sympathy. 
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REPETITIONS IN WORLD MOVEMENTS 
AND EVENTS. 


Tus Tuxony or Time Cyores anv Preniopicrry. 


We have from time to time discussed this question in the 
ast. Some years ago we were visited by a gentleman bear- 
ing a formidable mass of tabular statements designed to 
bear out his idea that rises and falls in values in the world's 
exchanges were governed by planetary conditions and the 
appearance of sun-spots. He had some striking facts to an- 
pounce, but hardly sufficient data to warrant definite state- 
ments as to a general law. 

We now receive a letter from Sir William Barrett, who 
encloses a communication (subjoined) from a New Zealand 
correspondent dealing with a similar theory: 


To the Editor of Lion. 


Sir,—The following letter, from an unknown corres- 
pondent in New Zealand, may interest your readers. Until 
actual figures are given it is impossible to say whether there 
is anything valid in the writer's conjectures; or his for- 
mula may be so general as to include almost any event, and, 
therefore, be worthless. 

It was the late Professor Jevons who affirmed, after care- 
ful calculation, that monetary crises and the high price of 
wheat coincided with meteorological variations of the same 
period, and these again have a close connection with the 
eleven-year]y sun-spot period. The subject of cosmical physics 
isa wide and important one, and needs further and pro- 
longed investigation.— Yours, etc., 

W. F. BanznkTT. 


To Sir William Barrett, F.R.S., etc. 


Dear Sir,—There is a matter which may interest you 
if you do not think me a. paradoxer or fallacist for introduc- 
ing it! 

However, there is a good example in the fact that Pro- 
fessor Jevons (or was it de Morgan?) did not think it un- 
worthy of his attention to study the fluctuations of the 
london money-market; and to point out as a result that they 
were strictly periodic, and had a definite cycle. 

In like manner à suggestion arose in my mind that there 
might be something similar in regard to the various millen- 
nium scares which have taken place in the last nine cen- 
turies, 

Accordingly, I took from Mackay’s “Memoirs of Extra- 
ordinary Popular Delusions” a series of such dates; and 
though there did not appear to be any common period sepa- 
rating these, yet all the various intervals were found to have 
a common measure, and that of sufficient magnitude to claim 
consideration. 

Next, reducing all the given dates to a common epoch in 
the year A. J. C. 999, by subtracting the necessary number 
of multiples of the measure in question from them, and 
striking an average of the results, it was found that all the 
instances made use of gave so nearly this epoch as, while 
not indubitably proving the verity of this measure, at least 
gave enough appearance of probability to it to justify further 
research. 

I then sought for other dates to test my formula E + 
(Mx m; where E is the epoch in 999, and M and n the 
common measure and its whole-number multiples which it 
may be hecessary to apply in order to express any date 
when a millennium-scare took place. And having collected 
as many more dates of this kind, or predictions of the End 
of the World, Second Advents, etc., as those originally used, 
it appeared that the formula expressed all these new dates 
just as well as it did those upon which it had been founded 
And I think you will agree with me that the very best test 
of such a calculation is to find that it meets all those cases 
which may be presented, and that were not contemplated in 
ita Origination. 

Further studying the total number of the dates col- 
lected, another thing came to light; namely that they in- 
dicated, as well as the common measure used, a considerably 
greater cycle which was not a multiple of this latter. And 
indeed, such a discovery was to be looked for, seeing that it 
ia common property of all cyclic periods to have their least, 

water, and greatest expressions; as astronomical periods 
i finitely prove. 

And coming to a practical application of the above, 2s 
wa have just had an "End of the World'' scare (December 
Eth, 1919), which made a sensation in America, and even 
here, I tried the formula, and found it accorded og well with 
this ridiculous affair as with all the others I had tried, And 
avordingly it may be predicted, tentatively, that though 
there may be something of the sort in 1922, it is mich more 
* that there will be a big excitement about the year 
Wi. 


But experimenting further, it seems to me that the com- 
mon measure educed from the scare-dates was not especial 
to them, but applied just un well to many other phases of 
thought (such us could be sufficiently identified) —if it is not, 
indeed, common to al] such manifestations; for it is just 
m reasonable to conclude that all must be of a periodic 
naturo, as only one of them. 

Necessarily the common measure found is a short one, be- 
tanse it applies to every locality and date; but if we examine 
the scares, etc, as they may affect any one place only, we 


shall find that for the greater phases of public interest, such 
as that taken in Occultism, the cycle is about a century 
jut. its exact measure is given by the above method in thi 
case as in every other that I have tried over an interval of 
about 24 centurie 

You will naturally ask me why I do not include exact 
fieures in this letter; but as the calculations are all of the 
simplest, and anybody may make them, it would afford a 
striking proof of verity if anyone wanting to educe them 
would do so independent] Then bv the accordance or dis- 
cordance of the results (E shall be quite ready to produce 
mine in such an event) we shall have another measure of the 
degree of credence which onght to be given to this specula- 
tion, And the absence of anything which may act as a sug- 
gestion as fo figures will give an added value if someone 
else's caleulations shall seem to agree sufficiently well with 
mine. 

Accordingly, you may make any use you please of this 
letter; and trusting to be favoured with your own opinion 
of it in due course, I am, dear Sir, —Yours sincerely, 

S. STUART 

IS London street Ponsonby 

Auckland, New Zealand 


January 10th, 1920. 


“OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM.” 


In a recent issue of the “Chronicle of the London 
Missionary Society" we find the following story related hy 
a lady missionary in Africa; 

"Mwenya, one of the oldest and I might say the most 
reliable of our Christian women—she has been my school 
matron for four years—went to the village to mourn the 


death of her baby niece She sat in the house with a crowd 
of mourners weeping and wailing all day, and at evening 
when she returned to me she was worn out and hoarse I 


asked her why she mourned as ‘those who have no hope.” She 
said it was only a very small child-—too small to live again 
‘It is simply dead.“ I asked her if she really believed that 
the little child once haring received its life from God could 


ever really die into nothingness She said ‘Yes’ she sup- 
posed so Heaven was for those of an older growth 
Because the child had no sense, no wisdom, uo faith, it must 
simply die, nothing else could happen. [I told her of our 


Lord calling little children unto Himself, and that that wee 
baby of hers was just as much His as we are, and He had 
called it: and I was amazed to find how difficult it was for 
her to see this. And she, as I bave said, is one of our most 
prominent women.“ 

“The thoughts of men are widen'd with the process of 
the suns." The gentle heart of the woman missionary could 
not hear the idea of the infant’s non-survival, hut that idea 
would have caused her less amazement if she had reflected 
that not so long ago enlightened Christian theology favoured 
a still more repellent belief. It would have been little 
consolation to mourning Mwenya if the assurance that the 
babe had not “died into nothingness had had to be accom- 
panied by the reluctant admission that, unless it had been 
haptised, it was doomed to endless misery! Even among 
Spiritualists something of the African woman's doubt and 
perplexity seems to linger. and it is felt to be rather a matter 
for surprise when a clairvoyant describes some spirit who 
passed over in earliest infanev or soon after birth Its 
earth-stay was so brief. affording no opportunity of watching 
the dear signs of dawning intelligence, that it is almost as 
if the little life had never been, The thought of growth on 
the other side has, even vet, not been fully realised Many 
mothers and fathers must have creat surprises awaiting them 
in the hereafter. 


Tur articles in the April “Qnest move, as usual, on a 
high plane of philosophie thought. To mention a few ot 
the subjects discussed, Professor A. Caldicott writes of 
“Some Unchartered Mysties," among whom he includes 
Mill, Carlyle, Lamb and Oliver Wendell Holmes; Mr H 
Stanley Redgrove, in “The Philosophy of Purpose," intro- 
duces us to Swedenborg's Doctrine of Degrees; Gustav T 
Holst treats of “The Mystic, the Philistine and the Artist” 
as terms standing for three nttributes of every human 
being, and the editor gives ns “A Word on Yoga.” 

Panacerses,—Mr. W. P. Swainson, in ‘Theophrastus 
Paracelsus, Medieval Alchemist" (Rider and Son, 1/3 net), 
presents us in a convenit nt little handbook of some fifty 
pages, with the principal incidents in the checkered career 
of a very remarkable personality, and an outline of the main 
features of his teaching. The key to that teaching, the 
author states, is to be found in the ancient hermetie for- 
mula, ‘As ib is below. so it is above'—that is to say, what- 
ever exists in the higher realms expresses itself, in some 
form or other, in the lower spheres, including our material 
world. . Man is a microcosm of the macrocosm—that 
is, he is an epitome of the universe, in other words, he is 
the universe in miniature.” Another feature is the doctrine of 
Signatures which runs like a thread through the writings 
of Paracelsus, and which means in brief “that the inner or 
invisible ever impresses its character, or stamps ifs signa- 
ture, upon the outer or visible," It is identical in essence 
with Swedenborg’s doctrine of correspondences, 
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"I Heard a Voice," or, 
By a King's Counsel. 


Most interesting experiences which the author has had in spirit com- 
munication entirely by means of the psychic gifts unexpectedly discovered 
io his two young daughters, No assistance has been had from professional 
mediums, From being sceptical of the existence of any genuine power 
of spirit-intercourse, he has been converted to a confident belief both in 
the existence and in the benefit (if prooerly used) of such power, by the 
overwhelming evidence with which he has been confronted in hís own 
family. 

Sin A OONAN DOYLE writes: “ J hare been deeply interested in this 
took. The whole scheme of life beyond. exactly confirms many previous 
statements, and surely the agreement of independent witnesses must make 
a strong—to my mind an overwhelming—case. I would do anything to 
help this cause. which seems to me the greatest thing in the world.” 
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Owing to the exceptional pressure on space we are 
compelled to omit this week the usual “ Notes By the 
Way.” 


THE ANNIVERSARY OF MODERN 
SPIRITUALISM. 


MEETING AT THE QvuereN’s HarL. 


Under the auspices of the Marylebone Spiritualist 
Association a largely attended meeting was held at the 
Queen's Hall on the evening of the 31st ult, to celebrate the 
sovonty-second anniversary of the birth of Modern Spirit- 
jualism. After the opening hymn and an invocation by Mr 
Percy Street, the Chairman, Viscount MorkswonTH, said, 
in introducing the speakers of the evening, that while that 
gathering might be regarded to some extent as a tribute to 
the earlier pioneers of the movement, it also furnished a 
welcome opportunity for recognising the work of the Mary 
lebone Association, That Association, founded in 1572, had 
steadfastly braved the jeers and ridicule of the period by 
demonstrating the truth of Spiritualism at public services 
and meetings. The membership had far outgrown the ac- 
commodation, and while, from one point of view, this might 
be a satisfactory feature, yet the lack of suitable premises 
must restrict their good work and retard progress He 
was himself but a recent convert to Spiritualism He 
remembered some years ago having to fill in a Government 
form in which, amongst other things, he was required to 
specify his religious persuasion. He entered the word 
“Rationalist,” by which he meant that he found blind faith 
unsatisfying and desired to be guided by the light of reason 
and knowledge. He did not, however, allow his rationalism 
to develop into "irrationalism." To condemn what one did 
not understand appeared to him a very irrational proceeding. 
He was thankful to turn to a study of the revelations given 
hy leading men of science and was also privileged to receive 
a direct communication from his son of an absolutely con 


vincing nature aa regarded identity This took place in 
his own house without the aid of outside mediumship He 


wished it to be clearly understood that none of their 
speakers that evening Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Dr. Ellis 
Powell and Mr. Perey Street would receive one penny 
remuneration; their services were invariably voluntary. 
The whole available proceeds would be devoted to the 
fund for acquiring or building of suitable premises for the 
Society. He would offer one word of advice to those en 
quirers who wish to investigate matters for themselves 
through the nid of professional mediumship—to do so only 
in a spirit of reverence, always observing the laws and con- 
ditions governing super-physical matters in the same manner 
as they would observe the code of laws governing any other 
operation, He would further advocate the desirability of 
wining one of the recognised Spiritualist Societies, the 
benefit of whose experience and advice would always be avail- 
able to members, Conducted in a proper spirit a study of 
Spiritualism would tend to raise the religious and moral tone 
and consequently the whole social life of the nation. 


Sim <A. Conan Doyle. 


Sin A. Conan Doynx said there was a famous battalion 
in the British army which carried its badge on both sides 
of ita helmet. Spiritualists, he considered, might well carry 
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their badge all round, because they were attacked not only 


from the front and rear but on every side People were 
content to accept as apostolic what happened in the time of 
Tiberius Cæsar, but when thes ww exactly the same events 
occurring at the present day they considered that they came 
from the devil. They had never tried, however, to convince 


us as to what the devil thought he was doing by going about 
endeavouring to prove to us the immortality of the soul! 
They were there that night to celebrate the seventy-second 
anniversary of what Spiritualists considered to be the greatest 
event which had occurred in the world for two thousand 
vears, and what they considered likely to be also the greatest 
event in the other world. This movement was really 


A Return to PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


but Christianity had become so twisted that if its august 
Founder came back He would not recognise His own work 
Our movement was a return to the simplicity and purity 


which marked those early days lo anyone familiar with 
early Christianity the parallel was extraordinarily close 
Seneca deplored the decadence of his age People had lost 
their faith in the old gods and he wondered how they would 
carry on without them All the time if he had gone down 
into his own kitchen the cook, who would probably have been 
a Christian (as most of the slaves were Christians) would 


have told him that there was a spiritual power at work iñ 
their midst that would give them the help they needed. Was 
that not like Dean Inge? He wrote a book about the de- 
cadence of relizion as shown by the emptiness of the churches 
while all the time there was a power among us that would 
do the work If he would ouiy go among the Spiritualists 
he would realise this 


No Grear OrvrsraNDING Ficune 


A singular fact about the Spiritualist movement was that 


there was in it no great outstanding figure That could 
not be said of any other religion The reason was that our 
great men were all on the other side Here we were only 
the agents We had got no one, we had got everybody — we 
had the whole heavenly host behind us! (Applause.) He 
spoke of two great men who had preceded this move 
ment—Swedenborg and Andrew Jackson Davi rhe 


Chur: hes made mui h ot the points oi diff tende Amongst us 
We should, on the contrary, insist upon our points of agree 
ment He would urge that we ought to hold out our hand 
to Swedenborzians and Theosophists. Let us make one great 
phalanx fighting for the spiritual cause! 


SwrpENBORG AND Davis 


Swedenborg was one of the most wonderful men that ever 
lived In every branch of knowledge, from Biblical eriti 
cism to engineering, he was an expert To this man in his 
sixtieth vear came the power of clairvoyance I think 
said Sir Arthur, “that Swedenborg's knowledge was his weak 
ness He could not fit in all his new knowledge into what 
he knew alrendy That wis the ronson why he produced 
something in the nature of a mystical Bible But putting 
nside his rather pompou phraseology we must remember 
that he was the first man who said that after death we pass 
into a world very like that in which we now live, and that 
dying does not alter a man’s character but leaves him the 
same as before with his tastes and feelings unchanged. hese 
points are the centre of our faith to-day, so that I am not 
tar wrong in claiming that Swedenborg was the father of our 
movement, He communicated with beings whom he 
describes as angels, but he discovered that all the angels 
had lived on this earth.” 

It was impossible, in Sir Arthur's view, to find two men 
presenting greater points of difference than Swedenborg and 


Andrew Jackson Davis. The son of a cobbler, Davis, up to 
the age of nineteen, had only read one book, and that a 
bad one. At that age he, in an hypnotic trance, 


dictated that remarkable book, The Principles of Nature,“ 
Later came the magnificent **Harmonial Philosophy,” a work 
little known here but which had been through forty-five 
editions in the United States. Tn it is to be found a depth 
of knowledge and a breadth of conception, such as few books 
in the world possessed. Davis had never read Swedenborg, 
yet in what he depicted of the next state we came back to 
Swedenborg's line of teaching that it was this world raised 
to a more etherial plane, that its occupations were similar, 
and that what we called death would seem, in looking back 
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on it, but a very trifling incident in the soul's long upward 
journey 

Since the time of these two remarkable men there 
had been in England two great seers —Stainton Moses 


and George Vale Owen He regarded the latter 
especially with reverence, knowing his simple, honour- 
able character. He thought him one of the greatest seers 
of all time. Sir Arthur then gave an outline of what 


occurred with the Fox sisters in 1848 at Hydesville. No 
man could say what limits might be set to the revelations 
which were then begun. The gates were down, the barrier 
was passed, nothing intervened between them and death and 
that long stretch which was going to carry them through 
another stage on that eternal journey which lay before them. 
(Applause.) 
Dr. Eins T. Power. 


[April 10; 1920. 


Tur Way ro New Livre AND VISION 


Dealing further with the argument against progress im 
Mied in the counsel that we should confine our attention to 
this life alone and stop there, Dr. Powell said that, as every 
biologist would tell them. there was no such thing as being 
able to stop anywhere in this way. We could not draw any- 
where in life a line and say we would not go beyond it. 
Cessation of progress meant degeneration The race that 
did not continually go forward perished. Yet we were told 
that for our intellectual food, our spiritual strength in going 
forward, we must return to medieval doctrines that for ages 
had clouded the truth from the eyes of humanity. (Applause) 

Dr. Powell concluded an eloquent address by pointing out 
that Spiritualism had come to satisfy the aspirations of 
humanity after fuller, richer and newer life; and cited that 


ancient and solemn aspiration and thanksgiving which long 
ago fell from the lips of a monarch, “The King shall rejoice 

in Thy strength, O Lord: exceeding glad shall he be of Thy 
salvation. Thou hast given him his heart's desire and hast | 
not denied him the request of his lips. He asked life of | 
Thee and Thou gavest him a long life; yea, even for ever 
and ever." — (Applause.) 


Dr. Ernis T. Powzrz said:— 

My Lord and fellow-spirits, visible and invisible! Our dis- 
tinguished friend has brought the history of Spiritualism 
down to the present day, and I would like, with your per- 
mission and indulgence, to venture upon some little forecast 
with regard to its future, — I would ask you, therefore, to 
follow my remarxs in a rather critical spirit, because we are A jLSSP VEL. BTR 
told that this movement is a degrading movement, that it Mu. Percy R. STRERT. 
prostitutes the intellect, that it has nothing to offer which 
is ennobling; but that, on the other hand, it lowers the view 
of the other. world to a level which one might suppose an 


Mr. Percy Srreer said that it was a melancholy fact that, 
after seventy-two years of hard work, Spiritualists were the 
victims of deliberate misrepresentation on the part of thos 


ordinary greengrocer might take of it very people whom they were seeking to aid. If the Church 
T R D C (he was not speaking of Christianity) only knew it Spirit- 
HE SIGHT OF DISCOVERY. ualists were the best friends she possessed. — Through them 


she would find her churches thronged with men and women 
enger to follow the pathway to God. Spiritualism did not 
occupy its present position because of the war. There was 
a spiritual awakening of humanity. It was not because 
they had lost their bravest and best that people were flocking i 


unfortunately it comes a thousand years too late in the his- to Spiritualism : it was due to an awakening of spiritual life, | 
tory of humanity. Thousands of years ago Job and his They were told that they were out to destroy religion: that 
friends watched the circling Pleiades and talked of the bands was untrue. They were sometimes called ‘other-worldly”; | 
of Orion and speculated what might be the intelligence that but to Spiritualists all life was one, whether it was lived on 
lay behind their mysterious movements; and at a later stage this side or the other. We were spirits here and now, and 
men constructed for themselves optical glasses and glimpsed therefore that other world," as we called it, was of the 
the satellites of Jupiter and wondered whether men like them. utmost interest to us, The only way to make Spiritualism a 
selves inhabited that planet. It was too late for any man bigger and nobler thing was—to live it! — (Applause.) 
to say, “I will not trouble myself about any world outside The meeting closed with the usual votes of thanks to the 
this." Almost coeval with the birth of Modern Spiritualism speakers and chairman, 
you get an ineident which is one of the greatest triumphs of Some acknowledgment should be made of the excellent 
the human intellect and the overwhelming scientific justifica- services of the organist and choir, especially of the beautiful 
tion of all that Spiritualism has done or ever hopes to do. I rendering by the latter ot F elix Corbett s fine setting of 
mean the discovery. by two astronomers at the same time Tennyson's “Sunset and Ev'ning Star. The hymns selected 
in 1843 that there were certain movements of the planet were, moreover, not of the usual hackneyed character, but | 
Uranus—two thousand millions of miles away from our earth well worthy of a great occasion, | 

which could not be accounted for by any known law and 
which drove the investigators to the conclusion that there 
must be outside the orbit of Uranus some other great body 
the attraction of which was deflecting the movement of that 
Manet which was then the furthest member of our system 
«nown to us. They made their calculations and sent their 
data to the Astronomer Royal, saying to him, in effect, **Look 
in n certain part of the sky at a certain time, and unless 
we are Vista kam, you will find a new planet there," The 
Astronomer Royal looked in the place indicated and there 
was the planet Neptune three thousand millions of miles 
away, on the outskirts of the space! I regard that as one 
of the greatest triumphs which the human intellect has ever 
achieved, and yet—and yet—the very scientists who told us 
that it is so and who held it up for our admiration as demon- 
strating that the human intellect can overleap the bounds of 
space and penetrate the utmost recesses of the Universe, those 
scientists will tell you that when we come into contact with 
an even more delicate world, a world of infinitely more im- 
portanee to us we have no right to investigate it but should 
concern ourselves only with this world 

Well, there is the answer, the overwhelming answer to that 


We were told from this platform a few weeks ago that our 
business was to concern ourselves purely with the affairs of 
this old black ball on which we live and, for goodness sake, 
to leave alone any attempts to penetrate the secrets of any 
other world! That may be a very valuable aspiration, but 


MENTAL TELEGRAPHY: THE TRANSMISSION OF 
THOUGHT WAVES, 


— — 


In “The Newspaper Worid" of the 20th nlt. we see an 
announcement of the death of J. Howard Williams, sub- 
editor of The Press Association and the son of Dr. C. 
Williams, of Oxford, He was formerly engaged in journal- | 
istic work in North Wales The announcement recalls to 
mind that in Lieut of October 2nd, 1915, we printed an 
account of an interview which appeared in “The Sunday i 
Chronicle" of March 4th, 1906, in which Mr. Williams 
described to the representative of that journal his experi- 
ments in telepathy, aided by an “electro-mental gefierntor" 
which he had invented for “generating thought vibrations.” 

In rear of November 12th, 1915, we printed the following 
letter from Mr. Williams himself : 


"In a recent issue of LrGmT some extracts were pub- 
lished relating to the mental-telegraphic apparatus dovised 


argument of Science. "Look at your own — insatiable by me in 1906. I was quoted as having stated that by 
curiosity’ is our answer to that argument, und look at the the application of this electro-mental insirument to the 
way in which it has been justified, Look at the dignity brain; thought waves or vibrations were generated, and 


these, directed by the will, could be projected in a similar 
way to Hertzian waves in wireless telegraphy. 

“The summary of my experiments conducted during 
the last nine years is, that with this instrument 1 have 


which it has conferred on the human intellect by giving it 
n dominating force which overlooks the entire universe, and 
then in the face of facta like that will you tell us we are 
guilty of presumption when we seek to explore not a planet 
which lies three thousand million miles away, but a world been able’ to secure. definite telepathic communication in 
immediately around us thronged with our best and bravest twenty-five cases in each hundred, as compared with ten 
who may be in touch with us as we sit here this evening.” per cent, without it. 


; x 
(Applauso;) j “All the experiments were conducted under the most 

Dr. Powell then referred to the episode of the mysterious favourable conditions, and sometimes neross great dis 
repetition of signals on the Marconi wireless system- signs tances In one ense n message of forty words was tran* 


mitted and received with only four mistakes, Wut it * 


which appeared to come from some undiscovered source, They 
significant that o similar experiment was almost as suc 


had repeatedly received the letters 8 and I, and Dr. Powell 
offered nn interesting theory on the assumption that the cessful without the instrument, and I must further admit j 
signals came from one of our sister planets, the inhabitants that some of the most remarkable of our results have bee® — 2 
of which might be far ahead of us in intelligence, and have secured without the use of this applianee..— The con j 
gathered much more knowledge of us than we had about them. clusion T have arrived at is that the instrument has m 
Supposing they desired to communicate with us by exterior discoverable effect on. that power which makes telopathi 
methods of this kind, was it not likely they would select n communication possible, but that by stimulating the bram 


language known by scholars all over the world? If that idea centres it produces a mental condition that facilitate 
were correct, then he thought those two letters 8 I might 
have a marked significance. They might well he part of 
nn attempt to spell ont the Latin word Signum, n sign or 
signal, The Marconi Company had promised to pursue their 
investigations, «o impressive were these mysterious signals, 


thought projection / 


We heard nothing further of Mr, Williams’ invention, © 
that we are unable to say whether he developed it to 3 
generally practical extent. 
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“PIGS IN CLOVER": A STUDY IN 
STRATEGY. 


x 


By tue Rev. Ennis G. Rounnrs, M.A. (Oxon.) 


Pant II. 


(Continued from page 108), 


" You'll remain as hostage here; 
Should Hilarion disappear 
We will hang you, never fear, 
Most politely, most politely !’’ 
Princess Ida, by W. S. GILBERT, 


My advocacy of Talleyrand’s maxim does not imply any 
desire for half-hearted measures in dealing with an trrecon- 
eilable foe. Talleyrand himself was a particularly danger 
ous man to tackle, and, whatever may be thought of his ideas 
of personal truthfulness, he never failed his country in time 
of need. My quotation from Mr. Gilbert is chosen to illus- 
trate the fact that it is quite possible to exercise a respect- 
able degree of firmness with an enemy, and at the same time 
to avoid any display of crude vindictiveness. Like Kipling’s 
Private Ortheris, I have no objection to hard fighting but. 
to use the words of that scientific and artistic warrior 1 
‘ate a bloomin’, clawin’ mess," such as may be found in any 
newspaper debate on any subject. And be it remembered 
and appreciated that Private Ortheris with his beloved 
Martini was more than a match for a dozen howling Pathans, 
armed with jezail and tulwar. 

It may not be amiss to point out that my Parable of the 
Pigs is, to the initiated, a very obvious allegory of a campaign 
in which, some years ago, I played an unostentatious part. 
This was the Episcopal Campaign for the Defence ot the 
Church in Wales. Thirty years ago this venerable institu- 
tion Was being assaulted by an enthusiastic and numerous 
array of opponents. It was being guarded by a small but 
extremely able army of defence. The latter, led by a 
veteran fighter, was holding its own with conspicuous ability. 
Complete success was out of the bounds of possibility, but an 
honourable understanding between conscientious adversaries 
was within the range of practical politics. But the era of 
"the fighting bishops" dawned, and all was changed. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury marched “from the throne of 
Augustine" to aid his senior of St. David's, The campaign 
passed from the control of the veteran scientific warrior to 
that of the lovers of a “‘bloomin’, clawin’ mess. The lady 
screamed and waved her parasol, the small boy was duly 
smacked (I was that small boy), the maids were hustled and 
scolded, the cook guve notice and quitted the fray, and 
presently the household of Faith broke into open mutiny. 
And the year 1919 saw the ignominious finish of a fight that 
had degenerated into a sordid squabble over eighteen pence 
in the pound, The no-surrender stalwarts have now meekly 
abandoned the garden to the invaders. This is an example 
of the way in which the official Church invariably deals with 
any unwelcome movement. The first warnings of the enemy’s 
approach are greeted with a scornful Pooh-pooh. Presently 
the said enemy marches triumphantly away with the spoils, 
and the vanquished join in a chorus of Boo-hoo. 

Mais revenons à nos cochons. The objects of our strategy 
should, I venture to submit, be at least three in number. 
The pigs must certainly be expelled from the garden. They 
are highly undesirable inmates of such premises. And their 
expulsion should take place with as little damage as possible 
to valuable property. Further, it is much to be wished 
that the victory should be achieved without leaving violent 
heart-burnings among the vanquished. 

The position must be analysed. Clearly the object of the 
pig must be to retain to the utmost his freedom of movement 
Obviously the opposition must do its best to restrain it. 
With all convenient rapidity Piggy must be driven or coaxed 
into some yard or pen where his superior activity will avail 
him nothing. So long as he can rush about at his own sweet 
will, the human army is helpless. And, to pen him up, his 
forces must be divided, Am separated off as opportunity 
permits, It is absolutely useless to attack the great porcine 
array en masse, Neglect of this fundamental principle is 
at the root of the constant mistakes made by incautious 
tacticians To go back to my story—there was à moment in 
the Battle of the Garden when two or three of the graver and 
more reverend signiors among the invading host had come 
to a stand close to a narrow exit, and were discussing the 
situation in an undertone. Another moment of peace and 
they would have quietly trotted into the yard, with perhaps 
a dozen of their junior followers at their heels, But 
Ponsonby the terrier chose that instant to charge down 
furiously on the group, with the result of rousing them to 
frantic activity once more. Not only so, but in his excite- 
mont he tore the trousers of one of the most active of the 
small boys, and the latter had to be hauled off to refit. 
Surtout point de céle. 

I have already called attention to the faet that the 
speakers at the Church Congress were nt variance among 
themselves, They ngreed in denouncing Spiritualism, but 
ihe reasons they assigned for so doing were not only different, 
but mutually destructive, e.g., Spiritualistic phonomena may 
conceivably be caused simply by telepathy between incarnate 
minds, or they may be the work of an almost Omnipotent 
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\ © ya ud 
and quite upernaturally tupid Devil U Anih al W 
explanations cannot po ibly be trus Am teomioitimmte 
advantage must be taken of the divergency The following 
challenge must be definitely issued to the official Church, 
and r« pe ated over and over again How can he claim to 
direct the minds of others when she is unable to make up 
her own? 

But we are immediately concerned not with the Church as 


a whole, but with certain officious individual These must 
he se pot ited, and penned up in appropriate places or con 
finement To this end their characters must be studied 


und their dispositions humoured 

Canon McClure and Dean Swayne (now Bishop of Lincoln) 
eem to have little in common with their fellow speakers at 
the Congress As to the former, E have only to remark that 
And really it js almost 


his information is not up-to-date 


impossible for anyone to keep pace with the rapid advance 
of psychical knowledge As for the latter, I fancy that many 
of his colleague « must regard him a | mere Laodicean His 
weakrn« in withdrawing the capital charge against Sit 


Oliver Lodge 1 In striking contrast with the blazing zeal 
of the Rev. J. A. V. Magee Not thus would the latter 
champion of orthodoxy deal with Sir Arthur Conan Doyk 
Give him the power,and after the godly fashion of our fathers 
he would chastise the heretic with a three hours’ sermon to be 
relieved only by dismissal to the stake Such crude 
measures commend themselves not to the placid mind and 
kindly heart of the Dean He curses not at all, and he 
blesses not at all He puts everything down to telepathy 

Clearly, opponents of such different character may readily 
be separated and they should be treated in a totally different 
way We shall approach the champion of telepathy with 
all the courtesy of a Japanese policeman Deign learned 
Sir, to enter honourable pen. Separate yourself from thi 
rabble. and condescend to tell us how you can explain away 
all our facts by telepathy.” 

But once the opponent has taken up his position, he 
must be kept within it, and the fight must be carried to it 
finish. Once get Rationalist or cleric safely into the tel 
pathic position, and he may be left to the tender mercies of 
“V, C, D., Mr. Duxbury, or the Rev. C. Drayton Thomas 

Just one word of spec ial warning to the clerics who ari 
inclined to adopt what I may call the telepathic heresy 


That word is simply Don't If Spiritualism can be 
explained away by telepathy,and telepathy is nothing but a 
process between incarnate minds, then what becomes of the 
historic Faith? And if the historic faith which was con 
mitted to vour charge disappe T then—to put matters vers 
brusquely and rou rhiv—what is to become of you? T am 


sorry to present the question in so crude a torm hut I an 
only anticipating by a very few years the demand that will 
most surely he made of the Church by the nation at large 
The National Church of the near future will have to be a 


really spiritual Church with real spiritual powers Failing 
this. there will be no National Church at all And so I 
suggest to defenders of the Faith that they should not be in 


such a hurry to adopt a fashionable theory which they do 


not understand, and the consequences of which they have 


not thought out Surlcul 


(To be continued.) 
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“CERTAINTY VERSUS DOUBT.” 


Mi Morris Hudson ( Bathimpton) Writes 
The late F. W. H. Myers was a great admirer of Words 


worth, and probably one of his most eloquent passages of 
irose was founded on the following quotation from “The 
Prelude a It has a distinct bearing on the recent discussion 


between Miss Dallus and Mr. Rolleston: 


* A thought is with me sometimes, and I say 

Should the whole frame of earth by inward throes 
Be wrenched, or fire come down from far to seorch 
Her pleasant habitations, and dry up 

Old ocean, in his bed left singed and bare, 

Yet would the living Presence still subsist 
Victorious, and composure would ensue, 

And kindlings like the morning—presage sure 

Of day returning and of life revived.” 


Ir will never rain roses, If we want more roses, 
we must plant more trees, —Gkonak Error. - 

"CurnLpREN or THE DawwN."— Miss E. Katharine Bates 
sends us a lengthy letter dealing with the recent review of 
this hook (p. 92). We regret we have only space for an 
extract: “These dawn children have frequently given accurate 
descriptions of themselves to me, simply for verification by 
other ‘etheric’ children. There will soon be as much 
evidence of their existence as of that of any other children 
on the advancing higher-physical planes. Of the many men 
and women amongst us to-day, some have this Wychical 
vision open to them continually. There is a wide difference 
between the theoretical ideal of the best conditions for bring- 
ing children of advanced capacity into the world, and the 
fact that such children have been brought into the world 
under these more favourable conditions, and are likely to 
fulfil this high calling as pioneers of a coming race.” 
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FALLACIES AND SADDUCEES. 


Mr. Geonce BERNARD Suaw AND Mr. H. G. WELLS 
DELIVER OPINIONS. 


Although we have sometimes to deprecate the wild 
statements and random theories put forward by un- 
seasoned students of Spiritualism we could not help 

. feeling that there was some little excuse for them, for 
the entry of such peóple into our subject means such an 
enlargement of their previous stock of ideas that they 
may well-feel a senss of unlimited freedom. But 
when it is a question of extravagant statement and reck- 
less guessing, we find the wildest Spiritualist hopelessly 
outclassed by the materialist and rationalist—those 
followers of logic and exact thinking. 

An inquirer, for example, visits a medium (public 
or private) to whom he is a complete stranger, in quest 
of a message, let us say, from his departed son. 
Although his mind is full of the matter, it may be that 
instead of any communication from the son, he receives 
a message, with identifying particulars, from some dis- 
tant cousin, of whom, until then, he had never heard 
When he returns home and looks into his family history 
he finds there was such a cousin; the name and all the 
other particulars are correct. What does the sceptic 
suy" He cannot fall back on telepathy, for he probably 
does not believe in it, and even if he did it would be 
ruled out by the circumstances of the case. So he 
maunders something about dark rooms, conjuring, 
sleight of hand—he is usually very vague in his ex- 
planations' —and when he is sharply told that these 
things had nothmg to do with this particular case, he 
falls buck on a really bright idea: The mediums main- 
tain a kind of psychic ““‘Who's Who," a species of 
Stubbs’ Inquiry Agency, a Universal Personal Intelli- 
gence Bureau. That such an institution, if it is to cover 
the kind of case we have outlined (by no means an 
imaginary one), would involve millions of names and 
family histories does not seem to disconcert him in the 
least, That it would entail a cost of many thousands 
of pounds a year to keep it up to date, even if it were 
a possible undertaking, does not give him pause. He 
offers his wild theory—he sets it down in cold print. 
It is alien to common-sense, it is divorced from sanity 
—but it is rationalistic. 

The latest important deliverances on the subject of 
Spiritualism proceed from Mr, George Bernard Shaw 
and Mr. H. G. Wells in the current issue of the ‘Strand 
Magazine." Mr. Shaw tells us that his mother ''was 
always having communion with the dead," and that 
she was “a wise and well-balanced woman.” We 
certainly knew that Mrs. Carr Shaw was a Spiritualist, 
and from conversations with her judged her to be a very 
kindly and sensible wornan, with a clear and indepen- 
dent outlook on life. That, however, by the way. Mr. 
Shaw complains that the ouija board gives off rank 
nonsenge," So it does sometimes, and*it is rather n 
pity that the giving off of rank nonsense is not confined 
io ouija boards. Mr. Shaw never goes to séances 
because he ‘‘will not promise not to cheat,'' also Spirit- 
valism ‘‘adds a new terror to denth." Tt is an “awful 
idea'' that the poor dead must spend their time tipping 
little tables and ringing bells." And so forth. It is 
ull very cheap. Indeed, it is such rank nonsense that 
it really looks as if it bad come through one of those 
ouija boards. Nowhere does he reveal that he his the 
fuintest idea of the deep issues behind the apparently 
trivial details with which he deals, 

We can almost fancy that hia last atatement must 
have been made by Mr. Shaw with his tongue in his 
cheek. He tells us he agrees with Dean Inge “that 
belief in immortality depends on faith in supra-temporal 


absolute values." While we agree that immortality, a 
being a different matter from “human survival," takes 
us beyond considerations of time and space, we cannot 
quite see Mr. Shaw preaching from such a text. II ly 
really thinks it provides a solution for the doubt and 
scepticism of the time he might try it on Mr. Joseph 
McCabe and other leaders of the secular school. |i 
would be of little use to the man in the street, He 
would not know what it meant, to begin with. It 
would not comfort him in the least. It would no 
open the door of his mind so effectively as one of those 
contemptible manifestations from the poor dead” who, 
“instead of decently resting,’’ are condemned to spend 


their time tipping tables and ringing bells. 


Enough of Mr. Shaw, who has a reputation (of a sort) 
to maintain. He is one of the poor living who hw 
constantly to do something to amuse his fellows, 
"instead of decently resting." We turn to Mr. H. 6, 
Wells, who finds that ‘‘men like Sir William Crookes, 
Sir Oliver Lodge, Sir William Barrett, Dr. Alfred 
Russel Wallace and others of their calibre" are "ex 
tremely gullible.” — The scientist, the professor, the 
student deep in his speciality, have always been the 
easy prey of cheats." But not Mr. Wells, He is 
much too clever. And what a "'heaven'" we pow 
deluded Spiritualists believe in. We believe that “if 
you have lost your teeth here on earth, they are restored 
to you in that heaven in perfect order." And you anw 
longer bald—yau get your hair back! Tt is, of coure, 
a preposterous iden. It would be much more rational 
to believe in a '"heaven'' in which, after death, one 
remained bald and toothless. Not that it mutters 
much, for “the whole idea of a personal immortality i 
absurd en the face of it.” 

Mr. Wells would not ‘‘want to put Science in the 
1 of finality on any matter, and Science should 

e grateful for this. There are unknown forces and 
things, and “new worlds will be discovered," ''Marsek 
will come” (they have; we include Mr. Shaw's and Mr 
Wells’ views on Spiritualism amongst them). — "But 
they will be discoveries that connect with what we 
already know. And it is precisely because the im- 
mediate hereafter proclaimed by Spiritualism connects 

closely with the world we now live in that the whole 
is despised and rejected by most of the other 


et us say of them with Horace: The same errr 
belongs to each, but it mocks them in different ways." 


IPROFESSOR DEARMER ON THE CHURCH AND 
SPIRITUALISM. 


Professor Dearmer is lecturing on Psychical Research 

during April at the new Fellowship services in Kensington 

own Hall, on Sundays, at 3.15. On Easter Day he began 
à discussion of the Resurrection from the psychic point of 
view. He said that à new science had arisen, just when the 
need was greatest, which would prove a mighty ally to thow 
who took n religious view of life. Of course, this was met by 
opposition on tho part of many religious people, beontise most 
people, both religious and otherwise, were conservative, and 
assimilated new knowledge with difficulty. None the less, it 
was a pity that unwise little books were published about 
Spiritualism by religious leaders who had never given that 
serious and prolonged study to the subject which alone would 
give them the right to speak. Just as the Church had op- 
posed PM discoveries seventy years ago, bringing enor 
mous harm to religion by so doing, so many people see 
determined that the Church should now oppose psychical dis 
coveries. Yet these discoveries were bringing just that 
port to the Church's main contention which was 
needed. Psychical science was fairly sure to be the key-note 
of the twentieth century, as physical science had been of 
the nineteenth —Spiritnalism instead of Materialism, Ohri» 
tianity, as a matter of fact, was committed not only to the 
fact of appearances after death, but also to what was called 
materialisation. This was the teaching of Easter Day, Chris 
appeared, not merely as a phantasm but as an actual perot 
with a real body that could be touched and felt, 


Tur Meaning ov Sarvation.Salvation is nothing more 


on this earth, % Greek. word Soteria was well 
in the Latin Vulgate by salus, i.r., spiritual “hea 


nor less than living the Christ life to the best of p 
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW. 


Sir Arthur Conan Doyle gave an inspiring addres at the 
Battersea Town Hall on March 30th, taking for his subject 
“My Experiences.” Viscountes Molesworth presided 
Some remarkable clairvoyant descriptions, including names 
and addresses, were given by Mr. W. R. Sutton 


Bir A. Conan Doyle, who spoke with what the “Evening 
Standard” describes as passionate sincerity” said, in the 
course of his remarks, “What has happened to the Christian 
religion is that they have taken the engine off. The engine 
was. Spiritualism, and the result is that the train is grad- 
nally coming to a stop. It is as certain as Christianity 
renovated Rome that Spiritualism is going to renovate 
Christianity.“ 

t 7 * . 

Sir Arthur udded, In the whole record of psychic 
research there is not, I believe—arid this is a challenge—a 
case of any man who ever went to twenty-five séances and 
who read twenty-five books on this subject and was not con- 
vinced, or at the very lowest, was not agnostic,” 


Mr. and Mis, Hewat McKenzie invite their friends to 
visit the new British College of Psychic Science, Holland 
Park, in the opening week, April 12-17th A unique ex- 
hibition of supernormal pictures will be shown, 


Miss l'elicia Scatcherd gives the first of a series of lantern 
lectures on Spirit Photography and Allied Phenomena at 6, 
Queen Square, on Tuesday next The lecturer has had a 
very wide experience in psychic research, and many of the 
pictures she will show have been specially gathered from 
the Continent, 


The Rev. C. L. Tweedale writes: “Surely Mr. McCabe 
ovorlooked Sir William Crookes's positive recognition of his 
deceased wife's spirit photo as narrated in "The Psychic 
Gazette’ for Dezember, 1917, when he'tried to make a point 
of Sir William's letter to Madame B in 1874 near 
fifty years behind the times! There are none so blind as 
those who do not wish to see." 


We have received a visit from Dr. V. Vezzani, a member 
of the Society for Psychic Studies in Rome. — He hopes to 
meet prominent workers in the psyghic field in this country 
Dr, Vezzani informed us that the Rome society hopes to 
publish this year a book by Flammarion summarising most 


of his work in connection with psychic research. The book 
will appear both in French and Italian. 
* * > LJ 


He further stated that the society in Rome is carrying 
on experiments with the well-known medium, Madame Lucia 
Sordi. Under very strict test conditions fine stereoscopi 
ihotographs were secured with the aid of an electric flash- 
ight during materialisation séances. 

* LJ * * 


'The Marylebone Association is to be congratulated on the 
success of the Queen's Hall meeting in commemoration of 
the anniversary of Modern Spiritualism. The three 
speakers for the evening, Sir ar Conan Doyle, Dr. Ellis 
T. Powell, and Mr. Percy R. Street, gave splendid addresses. 
Mr. Street related some personal experiences on the battle- 
field that made a most convincing appeal to the audience. 


In the “Daily Telegraph’? of the goth ult., M. le F, 
Shepherd, of Craven Terrace, W.2, labours to make a case 
against, Lieut, quoting, amongst other passages, from LIGHT 
of June 5th, 1915, n statement containing the words, Goc 
n we used to ¿all Him in the good old days." This was 
simply a sarcastic reflection by one of our contributors on 
modern scepticism. This method of divorcing phrases from 
their context and general surroundings in order to make an 
argument is an old trick and an unworthy one We have 
called the attention of the editor of the “Daily Telegraph” 
to its correspondents methods, pointing out that Lieut is 
read by many people in the churches and numbers amongst 
ita contributors some clergymen of high standing. 


Mr. F. Britten Austin hasa striking story, The Lovers,” 
in the April “Strand Magazine, based on crystal gazing 


In the same number Mr. Bernard Shaw and Mr. H. G., 
Welle give their views on Spiritualism. Both writers are 
Mond to the subject. 


"The frat owija board that came to Ireland," says! Mr 
lernard Shaw, “was my mother’s. Rha was always having 
communion with the dead. Naturally she took it quite 
wriously, although she was a wise and well-balanced woman. 
I worked with that ouija board constantly—or played with 


* 


LIGHT. 117 


it until it became a deadly bore It usually does in about 
a week Such rank nonsense as it gives off! Any child 
could write more amusing stuft Ii the dead are « apable ot 
uch utter drivel, it is indecent to encourage them to do it 
No I've looked into the subject in other way and it 
doesn’t in the least interest me 


Asked by the interviewer whether he had ever attended 
a Spiritualist eance Mr. Shaw answered in characteristic 


stvle He said I never go to one because I will not promise 
not to cheat Of course, to cheat at a Spiritualistic séance 
is the only way to test its worth 
. . " * 
Mr. Shaw explains this novel view by saying, “If there 


are spirits and they have a modicum of sense, they will see 
through the deception, and by exposing it give a triumphant 
demonstration both of their existence and of a higher degre 
of the critical faculty than most believers in medium 
posses ? 

* . LJ . 

Most of Mr. Shaw’s remarks may be dismissed as airy 
persiflage His dense ignorance of the subject is apparent 
when he writes, Hoy much chance has a sorrowing mother, 
sitting in a dark room, and hoping to get a message from 
her dead son, to detect the strings in the dark put there 
by a practised medium?” As we know, the majority of 
seances are not held in the dark, 


By the way, the library of Spiritualistic books (an ex 
cellent collection) possessed by Bet nard Shaw mother was 
given to a well-known London speaker and worker in out 


movement. 
LJ * ^ * 


Mr. H. G. Wells’ attitude towards Spiritualism was in 
dicated in his book, “The Undying lire, where one ol the 
characters says, All this cheap medium stuff has been shot 
upon the world by Sir Oliver Lodge 


In the “Straud’’ interview Mr. Wells, asked what he 
deduced from the fact that so many first-rate men of science 
agreed in the belief of the possibility of communication 
replied, “Only that they are extremely gullible, . . The 
scientist, the professor, the student deep in his speciality, 
had always been the ea y prey ol cheat 


To the question whether science considered the claims of 
Spiritualism to be impossible Mr. Wells said, “I shouldn't 
want to put science in the position of finality in any matter 
Of course, there are forces still unseen and unknown New 
worlds will be discovered by scienci Marvels will come 
But they will be discoveries that will connect with what we 
already know. The new will be part of our system The 
feel of reality will be irresistible. And they will not depend 
on disordered imagination or the spooky atmosphere for their 


existence. 
LJ * . LJ 


Mrs, Fred Maturin’s book, Rachel Comtorted," is to 
be published by Messrs. Hutchinson on the 15th inst 


We take the following illuminating relerence to Spirit 
ualism and insanity from the February issue of the 
“Harbinger of Light" (Melbourne): In the course of his 
annual report for 1918, on the Hospitals for the Insane, Dr. 
W. E. Jones, Inspector-General, states that the total num- 
ber of insane in the State of Victoria at the end of the year 
was 6,000, The probable causes of insanity are referred to, 
‘religious excitement’ being responsible for four of the cases 
There is no reference to Spiritualism in the review.’ 


" , , " 


In the April number of the “Occult Review" Mr. Oliver 
lox, in an interesting article, gives his “practical researches 
into the little-known realms of dream consciousness, astral 


travelling, and self-induced trance.’ He states that he 
writes in the hope that his experiences may prove helpful 
to other students on this perilous way. In his Notes of the 


Month the editor writes on "Some Sidelights on Rein- 
carnation.” 


* * . LJ 

Meetings next week; 
Tuesday : 

L.S. A., Mrs, Jamrach, 3 p.m... 

Stead Bureau, Miss F, Morse, 7 p.m. 

Mr. H. J. Osborn, Mortimer Hall, 7.30 p.m. 

Miss Scatcherd, 6, Queen Square, 7.30 p.m, 
Wednesday ; 

Delphie Club, Mr. Loftus Hare, 5 p.m. 
Thursday ; 

1, S. A, Dr. Powell, 7.30 p.m. 

Stead Borean, Mr. Percy Street, 3.20 p.m, 
Friday ;— 

Delphic Club, Mr. W. Frankland, 5 p.m. 


— 
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EXPERIMENT WITH A SEALED BOOK. 


By rur Rev. C. Don Tuomas... 


(Continued from page 110.) 


Conciystons Drawn PROM THE Test 


Nince but one point out of thirteen failed to find corres- 
pondence in the book we may safely discard all suggestions 
of coincidence and try to learn something from the nature 
of the references given. It is clear that whoever obtained 
these tests had not searched the book in the manner of men; 
for we should have quoted passages verbatim and our refer- 
ences would have been direct — exact. — Picture someone 
blindfolded who feels à manuscript for psychometric read- 
ings. On placing it to the forehead he might obtain ideas, 
even a crowd of them, and would proceed to mention some 

gest, — If his gift were of a clairvoyant type he 
ve PEU some names and actual words, but for 
woul Ue ce hon Gre with W ideas, 

ting too 2 t appeared in the manu- 
trial he might name an entirely different 

thout repeating any of the former. For, 
he could 

ent. In my experi- 
conscious of ideas shaping them- 
; thing and feel nothing, but find 
or short sentences floating into consciousness. This 
but a rudimentary stage of psychometric ability, yet 

to how the test-book m 


Ins 
tin 
HB 

85 ] 

75 
| 


i 
i 
| ; 


REL be op cal pct cran an 


in ! na lanation 
e curious nature of his rel Sahih 


only able words now and agai 
of in its initial stage. Ho noted each 
Mes which sere him strongly and c tthe number 


- conclusion i» that this particular book-test was ob- 
by à spirit who psychometrised part of a page here 
rem. ge — wy and again 5 
n 
] ng 
offers a further 2 9 for study ; for where they bring to him 
95 recollections from his earth life he expresses these 
a manner gu a clue to his identity. t has been 
tests shortly to be p for examination 
ef ely for Psychical Research may not be the 
result of à peculiar power of clairvoyance in Mrs. Osborne 


ar 
2 But — for u pee my oe so 
rey > i might werve to suggest how yee 
8 — aces had been obtained, we are still 
a 


such one is given to sitters 
with memories of t 
professed communicators! In the 
above reference to "twenty years before M pasua. on” there 
was no meaning for me until I had carefully calculated the 
years and ht over my father's whereabouts and 
surroundings in 1887. — Now this interweaving of tests with 


to notice on the first pago near the top of the second column 
where I was born. le is not sure 


“Victoria” is used as a personal an 
not a place name. "Victoria. Send by return. Most 
anxious second message," I had always thought of my birth- 
lace ns Taunton, never as Victoria, but recollected having 

toe latter name used in connection with Taunton, 

I wrote to my mother asking for particulars. She replied 
that at the time of my birth they were living close to the 
Wesleyan Church, of which father had charge, in Taunton, 
hat it was always called Victoria to distinguish it from the 
er Church at the further end of the town; and she added 
finally that father’s church was situated in Victoria-street 
and that the house where I was born was in Victoria 
Terrace! Comparatively few persons now living would 
remember that I was born at Taunton, fewer still would be 
aware that I was born at Victoria. Yet this is just the 
kind of fact which my father could not | TER > 
may add that this advertisement had appeared jn ‘The 
"Telegraph" on the day of my sitting. 


Hue Foxo, Mrs, Btta Dofus, of Penniwells 
Horts,"acknov eager, Rh these the fole e MURS 
Sir A. Conan Doy 


— 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LT). 


ANNUAL GENERAL Merrine. 


The twenty-fourth annual general meeting of the Londis 
Spiritualist Alliance was held in the hall at 6, Queen Square, 
on the afternoon of Tuesday, the 30th ult., and was wal 
attended. The Secretary having read the notice convening 
the meeting, the Chairman moved the adoption of the repor 
and balance sheet for the past year. He congratulated th 
Society on the report, which he regarded as excellent is 
every respect but one: he did not think sufficient emphas 
was laid on the fact that the Memorial Endowment Fusi 
which at the beginning of the year stood at £1,028, reached 
at the end of December the sum of £4,760, and that this wa 
chiefly owing to the generosity of two or three friends «hs 
had given large amounts, He trusted that their jo 
example would be followed by others. The rise of price al 
round and the consequent increase in the cost of producing 
Licut had, with other heavy expenses, been a cause of mud 
concern, bur the Alliance had been able to continue all it 
work and to do it, he thought, satisfactorily. With regan) 
to the financial statement, as he had always been the 
Society’s treasurer and as that was probably the last meeting 
over which he would preside he was particularly. pleased tha 
the accounts should be so satisfactory. 

Mr. Engholm seconded the motion, which was carne 
unanimously. R 

The next business was the election of members of the 
Council. The three retiring members, Mr. Withall, Mr 
Thurstan and Mr. Biden Steele, having been nominated for 
fe-election, were, in the absence of any other nomination 
declared elected. ; f 

iscussing generally the business of the Alliance, Mr 
Withall said that two hundred and sixty-five new memben 
had joined since October, but a very serious fact was thé 
three hundred and eighty-eight of the old members had w 
paid, and with one exception they had taken no notice 4 
the reminder which he had added to the circular e 
the meeting. If they wished to resign they bon 
in accordance with the rules, give notice of their intenties 
to do so. With regard to the conduct of the Society b 
redux welcomed suggestions if given in a right spirit, be 
he did not think that spirit had always been present. 
had worked for the cause a considerable number of years al 
he felt it was time he should have a little relief, and reg 
the management of the Society into younger hands, 

Mr. olm a strong feeling that whether 
Mr. Witha robised iR the actual activities of the Asse 
tion or not he should remain in touch with it in some wy 
and, as the father of the 


mself, realised that Spiritualists were not in the sum 
position that they were thirty years ago, that they were is 
the midst of a gigantic movement. ‘The Alliance was ini 
magnificent position to be the centre of that movement. li 
was not fair for any of the younger men like himself i 
expect Mr. Withall to bear all the brunt and anxiety of tle 
work, One thing he had done they would always remember; 


he had maintained the honour and integrity of the Alliane | 


At their next Council meeting many important matters woall 
be discussed. They were- going to ask members to nb 
round them and be responsible for some of the things tbi 
had to be done. They must have united organisation. M: 
Withall's attitude at that juncture was most gracious: i 
iving way to the younger men he was asking them to tesi 
e garden he had so ably helped to plant many years as 
Some of the worries and troubles to which he had refend 
would be wiped away, for Licut in a new and enlarged fom 
would ere long be placed on the bookstalls and would proie 
a respectable income. Mr. Engholm closed by appealing # 
his hearers to stand by the Society and help to make! 
what it ought to become—a great focus point of Spiritus 
interest and activity. | 
The meeting closed with votes of thanks to the Chairms 
and to the unseen helpers. 
The following are some points from the Report 
In less than a year’s time, it will be necessary for th 
Alliance and LromT to remove from their present abide 
and the Council have been in some anxiety to find m 
premises, being now confronted with a famine of home 
office room in every direction, They are nevertheless oe 
fident that having safely passed so many vicissitudes, a vi! 
will be found for the'work to be continued, In tho met 
time they appeal to all those who feel an interest in tr 
success of the Alliance to assist them in every @ 
possible.“ 
Referring to the publicity now being given by the Not 
site . to ie subject of pi communication by 
I script messages of the v. G. Vale Owr" 
"The Weekly patch,'" the Report observes: — 


"With this historic event began a general break 
of the cem paliny ot ply misrepresentation, s 
tho ontbreak of a flood of inquiry which would ang) 
justify the mmy of the largest possible centre 
the London tualist Alliance: for the advance si Ù 
Spittal, an bite fut pana leon them Vi e 

^ air to pass beyo em 

eun be soon. to the Dido of the age, for what &* 


Alliance, keep a watchful ewe E 
all St was planned and done for its welfare. Mr, With | 
wi 


| 
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before a sectional subject, handicapped by its poverty and THE RELATION OF THE INQUIRER TO 


unpopularity, is now rapidly becoming a world-moaverment r „Les * E T 

"Tug Linnany "This has grown steadily in the number rHE PROFESSIONAL MEDIUM. 
of hooks and the demand for them; it represent the 
greatest asset. of the Alliance and an instrument ol he ones ny Miss Mercy Pritoki 
highest usefulness 

"MERTINGS Besides the usual features of Alliance The first person the Inquirer into our subject usually 
sessions—Mrs. Wallis’s trance addresses, Mr. W. J. Van cs on entering the librar f the L.S.A., and to whom 
stone's lectures and the meetings for clairvoyance—special therefore, he or she applic information, is the lad: 
addresses were given during the year as follow Dr. Elli librarian Miss Phillimore is consequently so well known 
T. Powell on The Psychic Researcher in the New Testa to the members and friends of the Alliance that Mr. Dawson 
ment,’ and "The Life Beyond: Its Higher Aspects Miss Rogers who, as her oldest friend in the office, took the chair 
Lind-af-Hageby on Mediumship' A King’s Counsel’ on it the mecting on the 25th ult., found it unnecessary to sa 
'Mediumship and Its Critics’; Mr. H. W. Engholm on ‘How much by way of introducing the speaker of the evening to I 
to Let the World Know’: and Mr Percy R. Street on her audience Lhe enesis of the very thoughtful paper 
‘Paychic Development: Its Use and Abuse vhich Mi Phillimore proceeded to rend she explained as 

r = follow She had visited à certain medium who had been 
= 1 


“IN JOURNEYINGS OFTEN." e 

n e diiiculties inevitably attending the life of a 

"73 ; professional mediun With much vehemence and at some 

A STORY or Renimrus. length I expounded to Mr. Withall what I considered to 

be the amazing nt of logic on the part of workers in 

The publishers describe Seven Journeys," by Dorota the field of Spiritualism and Psychical Research in neglect 

Flitau (Hutchinson, 7/6 net) as ‘‘a remarkably powerful ing the well being of mediumship, which w he ve si 

norel” I cannot discover any novel in it; the book is à upon which was built the structure of this modern move- 

series of separate stories. True, it is explained that these ment He li Leni dy ith a patient smile ind replied that 

are supposed to represent stages in the development ol a I had bet el hoose Thursday evening and lecture he 
group of souls from tho moment of their leaving Infinity un Mliani 


til the present day ; but if the same names were not repeated 


; - : th this preamble the lecturer entered upon her suhject 
in succeeding narratives, one would never guess that the With this preambl : : 1 upon her sun) 


characters were the same, and we are given no hint of what mest ee wi bar k * — = mid nay A in Er ld di d 

they were doing or learning in the intervals between their RA Oe Ras SIENS CDSE SOLON NERO WES Sod 

successive incarnations. This has rot prevented me from Sea da A DR. eee An Nall gata 

enjoying the stories as stories——-they strike a note of boldness pee 47 ee eee TERES ad 8 

and originality, and are decidedly clever but of the whole sso eee eee A2 n R 
seven the one or two which least suggest any connection T oe er oeil ee ^ : i T 

with those which precede it are, to my mind, the most natural Te MB So dde bn) “eg lados ai rar eyo hye 

and the most appealing. — I find this specially the case with are edite sns tpe iei ca a e AT d. re nei 

the vivid sketch of a Chinese tea-house girl, vain and seem PEE: 1 S e ERA N i S 


ingly utterly selfish, but who has yet some latent capacity for 


^ " : " * " 0 \ j HIP 
the emotions of pity and gratitude, and at last finds her In den nnen 


soul in an act of sublime self-renunciation. It is complete Che more I see of mediumship and the more I reflect 
in itself. upon the implied principles underlyin irit communica 
But the idea running through the whole chain is that Lions that are frequently most spectacul as I prefer 
the soul, by the trials it endures in one incarnation, atones to believe vinbolieal, the more I real those prin 
for the wrongs it has done in a former, The complaint of ciples coincide most strikingly with | p ha 
i character in one story, that the troubles she suffers are exist in daily human intercourse between neighbour and 
unjust, is met by the suggestion that she had herself placed neighbour I will first try, therefore, to emphasise such ur 
them on her shoulders in a forgotten past. This wav of spects norm ntercours n more sensitive and = 
looking at all the joys and sorrows of lite as so many awards heightened degree seem to be the mmon meetin = 
and punishments, whether brought by us upon ourselves or round, between the triple alliance of spirit, medium, and — 
inflicted from without, I regard as utterly false A plant sit tei Ms everyone kn |! be à medium is to be I 
| might as well complain that it has done nothing to deserve connecting link between i r more people, things or = 
an unpleasant soaking shower or congratulate itself on having ideas.) — 
justly earned the sunshine. Both come in the order of a 155 j d : : CH = 
Mneficent Providence to supply needs, not to satisfy imagined ^ * 19 s: cures Ey PERCE = 
deserts, T | pn ‘ Lore th power workis 
Again, to talk of the events of our lives as simply the = — A i " ninnolton with matte Tha 
Karma of our past deeds is to overlook the fact that our n i ries Kanha YAT VR RI CS c 
deeds are not the original causes of anything. They are DEA totes f amie CRT Tho physical pr Seer 
the expressions of something already existing, and which eh. I m MT led. 1 i tegit ere ventos 
must be known to the great Guide and Disposer of all things 1 n niritual nature, which we 
What we are precedes what we do A child touches a hot = is EY ane WORT PEE DS VATES ESTA 
object; its action is the outcome of two characteristics of Rea gs SNE Kk donendad iff forcé and scopi 
dull-nature, not entirely absent from adult nature SHASTA n the DAONA ja ity of receptivity to unseen 
curiosity and ignorance., The pain it suffers is not punish- SI a an 1 - 
ment or expintion or atonement; it is simply a lesson, and T r QP Se 
avery effective one, Curiosity is satisfied and ignorance is ERU ws 8 wet 5 i N ern 
onlightened. Having reaped the interest of its tears, non T9 Rada vr JS Re Ser McA - pecias vag ati — 
hut a very silly child will murmur afterwards at the injustice s ah wmhraond the trinity of beautv. truth: aid goud = 
vf the pain. "i SE ee ir int Sone unon another. TI - 
God is the great Teacher Pains and pleasures are in- latter. the personal influcnes hit s amalvisd Further 1i 
separable from the lessons He sets us; they have their uses Gi ane mima. which tha intarninolin -— 
hut are not ends in themselves It is sufficient. for us if we r ne df tho eraik followed both enu uw 
learn our lessons well. à ence oi that Wire inte the conscious mind uid E 
—— GERSON, h) voluntary personal interaction by directive will power zi 
d NÉ NAT N ü S S Í enn * E 
Decrssg or Mrs. Ernest Smitu. It is with deep regret Pu M5 ANTAGONISME. UAM. AR) OVADUR = 
not unmingled with admiration for a life of unselfish ser The subconscious mental antagonism which arose myolnn &| 
vice that we record the news received from Mrs. Carl Heath tarily from the meeting of two inharmonious mdividualities 
(K. M. Holden) of the sudden passing of her sister, Mrs could, the lecturer contidently affirmed, be checked or even = 
Ernest Smith (née Holden), on March 15th, in a translated into subconseions harmony by directive will power 
manner. While gathering buds and catkins at New, she lost without the use of the spoken word thus proving (1) that x 
her footing on the steep bank of a backwater of the river, there was n subconscious mind amenable to will-power and E 
fell in some few feet of water, and was drowned, her body not 2) that man was an individual and at the same time part of Se 
being recovered until early the following day As a medium a unit She also gave an instancë in which one person — 
in the Home Circle, it was she through whom the major part in harmonious temperamental adjustment with another was E 
of "Messages from the Unseen" was received, Trained at intuitively aware of that other's physical and mental con = 
the Birmingham School of Art as an artist, for the most part dition thus proving on the one hand the mind's indepen 
an animal painter, she studied also in Scotland, and later dence of the brain and on the other the existence of this 
onin Paris. In 1911 she married Mr. Ernest Smith, sculptor. underlying unity Viewed in this way it could be clearly 
and settled in Chelsea, where she carried on illustration and seen that all people were mediums, normal mediums— focus 
design work, and had recently exhibited at the Crystal Palace, points between the seen and the unseen 
- and previously at the Royal Academy. During the war, while Che specially gifted people, whom she called abnormal, ot | 
her husband. served in France, she worked for a time on the supernormal mediums, would seem to obtain their evidence 
land and in hospital, and a rounded life of service was of human survival by means of fa Ale which. appeared. to 
- brought to a swift close in her forty-ninth year, leaving three be similar in essentials to those exhibited by normal people 
- ether sisters and n brother of the family circle to survive differing chiefly in dégree As mediumship was closely 


bound up with the re-ex periencing and re-sensing of onr 
her. 
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most intimate emotions and feelings it followed that the life 
of the medium was made difficult and trying by reason of 
this perpetually cultivated hyper-seusitiveness The speaker 
gave an illustration of how the sitter's state of mind reacted 


on the medium, and said that few people in the early stages 
of their inquiry could appreciate at what a price the medium 
pursued his task She regarded it as a life of sacrifice for 


an ideal 
B 


Tne Srimur OrrknaTOn's RESPONSIBILITIES 


When looking for an explanation of an unsatisfactory 
sitting one usually pointed to the medium, and the very 
charitable sitter occasionally to himself, but the lecturer had 
come to the conclusion that, given a good medium who was 
ust a passive instrument, the one who was mainly respon- 
sihle for the success or failure of the séance was the spirit 
We knew little of the conditions on the spirit side 


himself 
necessary to bring about a manifestation, but it seemed 
likely, from some accounts, that it required a combination 


on the part of the spirit, of intelligence, concentration, and 


will power. s 
Mis Phillimore also suggested that every established 


society of Spiritualists should recognise its responsibility to 
mediumahip by agreeing to contribute a certain percentnge 
of all subscriptions and donations towards a fond for the 
protection of mediums in throughout 
their career. 

In conclusion the lecturer said that it was impossibile to 
overestimate the importance of mediumship. It was the 
bedrock on which Spiritualism was based. Without it we 
were left on the shifting sands of indefinite speculations. 
With all its imperfections (and they were many), with all 
its perplexities and confusion, it was the one thing that 
could give to the majority of people a sense of the reality 
and certainty of progressive individual survival— Life after 
Death. (Applause) 


The discusion which followed, and in which the Chair- 
man, Miss Violet Ortner, Mrs. McKenzie, Mr. H. Ernest 
Hunt and Major Hilder Daw took part, was marked by 
warm appreciation of Miss Phillimore's address and general 
agreement with the views she put forward, and the meeting 
a cordial vote of thanks. 


times of nec essity 


closed. with 


SILENCE, SOUND AND THE SOUL. 


are silences whieh hum in the ear Silences 
and heavy silences, searching as music, as 
Silences which are felt as a physical 
weight falling heavily on the brain. Without vanity I think 
I can call myself an artist in so-called silences. Hearing 
van be enormously extended by practice, and one who is 
slightly deaf can often detect gradations inaudible to others, 
for, after all, what is sound? Vibrations which appeal to 
ux as sound hare no inherent sound but are due to rates of 
vibration that impinge upon the nerves of the ear, and are 
from thence. transmitted. to brain and mind To extend 
hearing is a very simple matter All that is required is 
intelligent listening There is an ineffable minstrelsy of 
battalions, mute to the casual walker upon earth, The rose, 
the pine, the mountain are mute, only because the strident 
human voices drown their melody, but the spiritual con- 
ecionanese of the universe is one Psyche travels through 
matter to her spiritual destiny. God sleeps in the mineral, 
grows in the plant, thinks in the animal, and reasons in the 
Lift the stone and thou shalt find Me. Cleave the 
wood and there am I": but to-day the world has ears, vet 
it cannot hear, perhaps because of the clamour of itse own 
ometimes someone catches the music of the spheres 
from whence it proceeds Aa d rule no one 
ever listens to anything, yet within the ears of men, and 
knowledge, a lute of three thousand strings 
hae existed for accepting the musie of the outer world 
amd renlering it fit for reception by the brain Each 
musical tremor whieh falls upon the organ selects from the 
stretehedl lute nerve-fbres, the one appropriate 
to ite own pileh and throws it into unisonant vibrations 
Thee microscopic strings actually analvse air, reveal the oon 
stituents of whieh it is composed Vibrations to which they 
do not answer are to na inaudible I have heard delicate 
sonmi waves which murmur like the voice of the sea when a 
shell ia held to the ear There is a distinctive voice of the 
forest which differs fram the voice of the flower garden with 
ite shout of eolour There are voices which seem to come 
from far distances. and often when lying in bed on a still 
night I have heard a stbdued babel as if T stood behind the 
door of a ballroom thronged with dancers and pealing with 


There 
poignantly sad 
the perfume of lowers 


mar 


volée, vet 
and wonder 
without their 
"rns 


strings, or 


Musi: 
‘The House of the Other World, by 


From 
Viewer TWEEDALE 


Tur long inppression of Spiritualism possibly checked the 
growth of or atrophied the human super-psyehie faculty. H 
musical art had been suppressed ax long and as severely na 
Spiritualiem, powihly that art might alio have been stunted 
in ile development, and the warid hive missed the charm of 
Beethoven's musical sul. From Man Making, by Pro- 
ynon W. E. Berton 
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SOME RECENT BOOKS. 


“The Divine Companion, by Jame Allon (Fowler and 
Co., 5/6 net) The late Mr. Jame Allen was engaged uj 
this book during many years of hi ife His disciples » 
welcome 16 as an expression of hi personal experiences of 
life “the story ot my soul,” as he himself de cribes it The 


first part of the book is concerned with the manifold activ; 
ties of truth, which reveals itself to the human seeker as th 
Awakener, Consoler, Redeemer, Reconciler and Protector 
The knowledge of truth leads the soul to undertake the 
journey of life, and to that end it puts itself to school. I 
is instructed in the various spiritual exercises—disciplin 
renunciation, righteousness and the like—by the Divine Com 
panion This portion of the bcok is written in the form ol 
a dialogue between the Master ond the disciple. The Divin 
Messages (the Way of Illumination) with which the boo 
closes are contained in six prophecies, three exhortation 
three instructions, and a three-fold discourse concerning the 
way of truth. This latter part is somewhat reminiscent in styl 
and setting of the ‘‘doctrine passages“ in Sir E. Arnold’ 
“Light of Asia." “The Divine Companion" is writter 
throughout in a pleasing kind of irregular blank verse. Thy 
teaching of the author is familiar, and in this book he de 
cribes with a master-hand the experiences of his own in. 
terior life. It is a human document at once poignant and 
inspiring. 

“The Threshold of the New, by Charlotte Stuart (Hurst 
and Blackett, 2/6 net). Miss Stuart attempts in the brie 
compass of this little book to set forth some aspects of the 
Higher Thought. She moves throughout upon an exalted 
plane of thought, and, but for her clarity of expression and 
simplicity of diction, the majority of her readers would kk 
left far behind. She treats of such subjects as the mysti 
consciousness (one wonders how far the older schools of 
mystics would agree with her conclusions; she could hard! 
expect it, and probably would not desire it), the relativit 
of knowledge, and the art of living. Her philosophy is in 
clined to take a detached attitude towards life She lives 
in a world of thought, than which it is hard to imagine any- 
thing more Paradisal. For this reason her book should k 
in the hands of all busy people lest they neglect overmnch 
the needs of the interior life. Miss Gertrude Page con 
tributes a foreword which is apt to exaggerate somewhat the 
meed of praise which is undoubtedly due to the gifted writer 


“The Other Side God's Door,”’ by M. N. Robertson (Kegan 
Paul, 6/- net). The cumulative effect of the experiences of 
those who seek to penetrate within the spirit-world is lead. 
ing still more people to experiment in the same direction 
This book is the record of one, brought up in the orthodox 
faith of the Church of England, who read Sir A. Conan 
Doyle's New Revelation" and determined to test for herself 
the reality of such experiences. The result of her experiment 
was a series of messages from Lord Kitchener, Mary Baker 
Eddy, and others. The authoress describes with great sin 
plicity her initial attempt to move a table" (“I felt very 
foolish and laughed a bit foolishly’’—many will recog- 
nise the sensation). Her attempts were early crowned with 
success, and she went on to experiment in automatic writing 
Along these two lines of communication’’ Mrs. Robertson 
received her messages from Lord Kitchener and others. Th 
chief value of her messages (quite apart trom certain descrip- 
tions of life beyond *God's Door, which correspond with 
countless other accounts of existence in the spirit-world) lie 
in the ability which she experienced to describe in detail 
certain previously unknown characteristics in the persom 
with whom she corresponded, This fact goes a long way t 
discredit the notion that such messages are the fruit of th 
imagination. To quote some words with which Sir A. Conan 
Doyle introduces the book, Vour statement is very interest 
ing, and in parts very convincing indeed, some of the tests 
seem quite final.’ 


H. L. H 


I wave known a vast quantity of nonsense talked abont 


bad men not looking vou in the face Don't trust that com 
ventional idea Dishonesty will stare honesty out of cout 
tenance, any day in the week, if there is anything to bi 
by it Dickies 

Omron We have to record the passing of Mrs. Mar 
Jones, one of the oldest members of the Alliance, whose en 
thusiasm brought her out to attend the meetings long after 
the time when her waning strength would otherwise hare 
induced her to remain at home She was particularly glad 
to welcome any Welsh friends who spoke from our platform 
Her gontle, kindly presence will be greatly missed 

Tre Pry as CAMPAIGN Those corresponde nts who look t 
Licnt to supply answers to all criticisms in the Press and t 
arry on the psychic campaign in à comprehensive manner 
may be reminded that much of this work is being done, and 
more effectively done, through the newspapers and magazine 
We may note, for examples, Mr. G. H. Lethem’s 
"Weekly Record” and the series ol 
articles on the evidences for life after death (bv the Editor 
of LranT) now running in the “Penny Pictorial;'" to sav no 
thing of the many letters replying to attacks in the Pres, 
some of them hy Spiritualists who, as professional writers 
are able to command attention in cire — outside those t 


which Lromm is restricted 


nt large 
articles in the Glasgow 
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TO-MORROW'S SOCIETY MEETINGS. 


These notices are confined to announcements of meetings on the coming 
Sunday, with the addition only of other engagements In the same 
week. They are charged at the rate of 1s, for two lines (including the 
name of the society) and 6d. for every additional line. 


The Marylebone Spiritualist Association, Ltd., Steinway 
Hall, Lower Seymour-street, W.1.--6.30, Miss Florence 
Morse. April 18th, Mrs. Wesley Adams 

The London Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge Place, W.2. 
II. Mr. Ernest Meads; 6.30, Mr. Percy Beard. Wednesday, 
14th, 7.30, Miss Florence Morse. 

Walthamstow.—342, Hoe-street.—7, Mrs. Marriott, ad- 
dress and clairvoyance. 

Lewisham.—The Priory, High-street.—6.30, Mr. Harry 
Boddington. l 

Croydon.—96, High-strect,—11, Mr. P. Scholev; 6.30, 
Urs. M. H. Wallis. : 

Shepherd’s Bush.—73, Becklow-road.—11, public eircle; 
7, Mr. F. Eveleigh. Thursd: ay, 8, Mrs Brown. 

Church of Higher Mysticism, 22, Princes-street, Cavendish 
Square, W.—3.15 p.m., Mrs. Fairclough Smith. No Sunday 
evening meeting. 

Battersea.—45, St. John’s Hill, Clapham Junction.— 
11.15, Circle Service; 6.30, Mr. and Mrs. Pulham. 15th, 
8.15, clairvoyance 

Spiritualists’ Rendezvous, W. H. Smith Memorial Hall, 
4, Fortugai-street, Kingsway. — Friday, 16th, 7 p.m., Miss 
F. R. Scatcherd, lecture, “Automatic Script" (illustrated) 
Sundav, Sch, T. Me. Fout Peters. clairvoya ince. 

Woolwich and 8 —Invicta Hall, Crescent- road, 
Thursday, 15th, at 8, Mrs. Orlowski. Sunday, 18th, 7, Miss 
E. Conroy ; members’ circle after service; 3, Lyceum. All 
welcome. 

Wimbledon Spiritualist Mission, 4 and 5, Broadway. 
—lith, 11, Mr. W S. Hendry ; 3, Lyceum; 6.30, Mr. Ernest 
Beard. Wednesday. 14th, 7.30, meeting for members and 
associates only. ealing daily, 10 a.m. to ] p.m., except 
1 aturday. 

Holloway.—Grovedale Hall (near Highgate aes 5 
cA (Saturday), 7.30, whist drive. Sunday, 11, Mr. J 
L. Macbeth Bain, on „Healing“ 3 p.m. is . Mr 


and Mrs. Brownjohn. Saturday, 17th, Mr. A. Punter. clair- 


yoyance, in aid of building fund, silver collection. 18th, 11, 
Mr. and Mrs. E, J. Pulham, 7 p.m., Mr. H. Boddington. 

Brighton.—Atheneum — Hall.—11.15 and 7, Miss F. R 
5 addresses; 3, Lyceum. Wednesday, Å, Mr. Robert 
ur 

Brighton.—Old Steine Hall, 52a, Old Steine.—Saturday, 
10th, 7, Dr. Vanstone, special lecture, Spiritual Initiations 
in the Great ptian Pyramid." Sunday, 11th, 11.30 and 
„Dr. W. J. Vanstone. 


Woorwicg.—On the Ist inst. the Woolwich and Plum- 
stead Society opened its new ball. Mr. R. Boddington de- 
livered a very inspiring address, and Mrs. Imison 
gave clairvoyant descriptions. Amongst others on the 
platform were Mr. and Mrs. Clegg, Lyceum District 
visitors, and Mr. Drury, conductor of the Lyceum. 
Mrs. Davidson, President of the Soc iety, presented a 
large Bible to the Society on behalf of Miss Biggs, 
who was unable to be present. The balance sheet showed 
ud progress, the building fund amounting to £123 11s. 
d. and the general fund to £23 9s. 10d. On Sunday, the 
Ath, the Lyceum held a service and tea, the service being con- 
ducted by Mr. Forsett, President of the B. IL. U. A very 
pleasant afternoon was spent. SB. A.M 


EDHE NEXT ROOM.“ 


By DORIS and HILARY SEVERN. 
Experiences, Vísions and Adyentures of two Clairvoyantes 


IN TOUCH WITH THE SPIRIT WORLD. "4A Series 
of invaluable experiences of the help given by the invisible upon 

an earthly path." Dedicated to all who are sorrowful. 

Some OF THE CONTENTS : 

The Closed Door—A Hand Stretched from the Middle Ages—In the 
Flower of his Youth—In the Grey World—The Vaulted Room — Help 
through the Veil—De Profundis—The Spiritual Body—The 
itual Eucharist—The Twin Existence—Sight to the Blind—Suicide 
Children’s Home—The Garden of t—The Passing, &c. 


Cloth, 136 pages. 18. 4d. net, post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1. 


PRACTICAL VIEWS ON PSYCHIC PHENOMENA. 
By GEORGE E. WRIGHT. 


— summarise briefly the it rc te eo to put forward 
the conclusions to which a iios man has od by that evi- 


eo P with 88 Physical 3 


e aliati 
unication with tbe Disembodied— The 
ods, The Evidence, &o. 
136 pages, 2/81 post free. 
Once or "Lromr," 6, Queen Sovanr, Lonpon, W. C. I. 


Office of Lianr, 6, Queen Square, SouthamptonRow, W.C. 1. 


Rupert Lives! 


By tHe REV. WALTER WYNN. 
(Editor The Young Man and Woman 


This remarkable book is a striking verification of Sir Oliver 
Lodges “RAYMOND.” It contains even more convincing 
evidence. Rupert Wynn was the Author's only son, who gave 
his life for Britain. His father—the Author of this book—was 
stricken with poignant grief, but was assured by Miss Estelle 

Stead that his son was living, and would speak to him if only 
he allowed him to do so. Entering upon his investigations in 
an utterly sceptical state of mind as to the possibility of spirit 
communication, this book records the Author's arrival at the 
certain belief that his son lives and is happy. At the end of 
the book will be fonnd a letter from Mr. J. A. Hill (Author of 
Man is a Spirit). 

Paper Covers, 176 pages; 2s. 9d, net, post free, 
Office of Lieut, 6, Queen ie So is Southampton Row, W.C 2. 


"THE BIBLE AND THE AFTER- LIFE. 5 


By the REV. WALTER WYNN. 


This book, by the well-known author of “ Rupert Lives," throws 
astonishing light on the Bib'e. It is written with all the f 
glow of deep conviction. The Book of Looks becomes anothe 
as one reads this masterly work. Mr. Wynn startled the w orld with 
his exact predictions, based on biblical studies, as to tl ef events 
ofthe war. This work will, we have no doubt, arrest n greater 
attention, snd find a place in every bereaved home. No preacher can 
afford to fail to read it, and every person inte tested in psychical 
problems will find it of entrancing interest. 


Cloth, 327 pages, 10/6 nett post free. 
Orrice or “ Licut,”’ 6, Queen Square, Lonpox, W-O.1. 


THE HEALING POWER. 
By HELEN M. BOULNOIS. 


The writer knows the power of mind over body, and in simple, 
practical sentences puts the reader in possession of 
controlling thoughts. 


Ill or well, no one can read the book without renewing streogth in 
themselves, A stimulating message of health and happiness 


2/8 net, post free. 
From "LIGHT" Office, 6, Queen Square, London, W.C. 1. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 


THE HILL OF VISION, 
A FORECAST OF THE GREAT WAR, 
And of Social Revolution, with the Coming of the 
New Hace. 


Gathered from Automatic Writings obtained between 1599 and 1912, 
andalso in 1918, through the band of JOHN ALLEYNE, under 
the supervision of the Author, 


By FREDERICK BLIGH BOND, F. R. I BA. 
Cloth, 134 pages. 7/14 net post free. 
OrricB or Liehr, 6, Queen Sqvane, Lowpow, W.C.1. 


“SO SAITH THE SPIRIT” 
By a King’s Counsel. 
A continuation of the author's researches undertaken through the 
agenoy of his two young er aea the first series of which was 


published under the tit I Heard a Voice, or, the 
Great Exploration." 


Sir A. Conan Doyle writes: “I have read the book carefully. It 
is wonderful. The preface is the very best summing up of what we 
know of the life beyond that I have seen. It is quite masterly.” 

“This welcome volume embodies a continuance of its authors 
researches in Spiritualism published some time ago under the title 
“I Heard a Voice." which aroused considerable commen: and the 
hope for further communications from the same source on this all- 
important theme.”—“ Occult Review.“ 

Cloth, 201 pages, 10s. 6d, net post free, 


Licur Office, 6, Queen Square, London, W.O. 1. 


TEACHINGS OF LOVE. 
Transmitted by Writing through M.E. 
With an Introduction by Ellis T. Powell, LL.B., D.Se. 


Impressional xe . through a lady's hand from s temple 
priestess picturing the conditions of the spirit spheres, 


Boards, 96 pages, 1/7: post free. 
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STANDARD BOOKS SUPPLIED TO ORDER FOR CASH ONLY. 


M Post free from the Office of “ Lramr," 6, Queen Square, SouruAMPTON Row, Lonpoy, W.C. 1, at 
| the prices qu Remittances must accompany orders, otherwise they cannot be sent, 


zs. Through the Mediumship of 0 Life After Death. By the Rev. Artbur 


M.A. Marjan $2: Moser y or Perdón Obambers, Cloth, 4s, 11d, 
r and two full-page — OT ͤ ͤͤ ͤ—nä ſſ—w— ä ü 
6s. d. (iss ections to Spiritualism Answered. By H. A, 
1 m Boards, 128 pagos, 28. 24d 


I Heard a Voice ; or, The Great Exploration. By 
a gH MOS NS Communications by veces writing, 
Cloth, 272 pages, 7s, 


ur (s Living Band "Talks with 1 8 7 Friends. 
ALLES. ral wring Bates, Preface by Genoral Sir Alfred Turner, 


y Father. 8 and Spiritual Reminis- 
cences. By Estelle W. Stead. The of W. T. Stead. Cloth, 
578 pages, 2s, 94d. 


(Fore West. Three Narratives of After-Death 
Bxperiences, Communicated to J. S. M. Ward, B.A. Cloth, 


oh 
of Love. Transmitted by 8 
D. So. 


I DIN Introduction by Ellis T. E EZ, 


e New Revelation. By Sir A. Conan Doyle. 
Cloth, 170 pages, 5s, 4d. Paper covers, 2s. 


Tonia Message. By Sir A. ‘Chan Doyle. 
Dowding A Plain Record of the After- 
etat aS Cloth, 109 pages, 2s. 10d. 
Ire Ministry f Angels Here and Beyond, By 

= Hospital Nine (Joy). pages, 2s. 24d. — 


tasms of the Li Edmund Gurne 
—8 sed i 


que TE de SOT Guanine A Sequence ol 
Spirit Messages the After World. Edited 
I | " "o ] ath. Flor en 7 . - 


n the Threshold of the Unseen. 


amination of the Phenomena of Spiritualism 
dence for Survival after Death, By Sir William . wy RS. 
Moth, 338 pages, Bs. 


an is a Spirit. A Collection of spontaneous 
L quaes of Dream, Vision and Eostasy, By J. Arthur Hill Cloth, 


; Phenomena and 

* j iur Hill. tate by Bir A. Conan 
F ue, — 
e a are 13. How to . 


( Thristianity and Sp and — pur of the 

Bord ne. Letters from of teen hs New Ror inh tot By Leos Denis. Clothe c 

AREER eo ae | gee c Re 
Cloth, 136 pages, 1s. 4d. 


N Silent, if Dead. "ww Througt 
* aed of a A — 5 n piritualism in the Bible. zr MEN. „ and M. H. 
v weis). * Boards, 104 
Te. ot A NS rough Mediumship E: Explained. B By E W. and M. H: 
e Wo ts 
edi. Bre te P. Hey te Develo Mediumship By E. W. and 
s Book. Kltel by L Kal y- Bamber | LAOH. n watts, mene opem ih O 


wa 
With letter from Sir Oliver Lodge: Cloth, 149 pages 6s. 4d. Pen Selt-Culture. . and M. H. 


ro h the Mists, or Leaves from the Auto- WS Boards, 105 pages, 2s. R.— — —  —$.,. 
— iube . By i Guide to Mediumshi , and Psychical Un- 


- " . foldment. EAE e Tli. Cloth, SU pagen, . 
\ Times. By Howart Gror, D.D.S. Cloth, SQ ee ee chic Phenomena, Raps, Tari- 


* Proofs of the Truths of S piritamlism. i 5 te GaN er 
Denm m. G Henslow, M A. ARE E D - 1 « M By mx 
a5 8« 


by 5 ge rei 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research, 


“ WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST IS LIGHT ! "— Paul, 


De 


J” 


“Liont! More Lionr! — Goethe. 
" — : . " on Paice TWOPENOE. 
No. 2,049.—Vor. XL. [Registered as] — Sarurpay, Armin 17, 1920, le Newspaper] p st free, 10s 104 tae 


The tenancy by the London Spiritualist Alliance of their present premises ceases on Lady Day, 


next year. 
premises in a Central position. 


It is desired to acquire by gift, purchase, or rent-payment, similar but larger 
These should, if possible, include a hall capable of seating 250 


people, a large room for library, book rooms, editorial rooms, and housekeepers apartments 


Communications should be 


Loilltón AS ualfst ‘Alliance, Ltd., 


. 


| 


6, QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C. 1. 


Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week. 


TUESDAY, April 20th, at 3 p.m.— 
For Members ONLY. 
Séance for Clairvoyant Descriptions. 
No admission after 3 o'clock. 


THURSDAY, April 22nd— 
Members Free ; i 


Visitors, Is. 


Àt 7.30 p.m.— : ; 
Trance address by Miss Mantes M. Hopkins. 
FRIDAY, April 23rd, 3.50 p.m.— 
Members Free; Visitors, 1s. 
Talks with a Spirit Control Mas. M. H. Wactrs. 


cations.” 


“Spiritual Employments and Vo 


MEMBERS, One Guinea, 


For Syllabus and further particulars regarding the work of 
Alliance apply to the Secretary. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 


STEINWAY HALL, LOWER SEYMOUR ST., PORTMAN SQUARE, W. 1. 


SUNDAY EVENING Next, AT 6.30, MRS. WESLEY ADAMS 
April 25th—Mr. Ernest Meads. 
Welcome to all. Admission Frec, 


Steinway Hall is within two minutes walk of Selfridze s, 
and five minutes from Bond Stree? and Marble Arch lube Stat 
Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Associstion. 


THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
13, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 
SUNDAY, APRIL 1Srn. 
- n MR. THOMAS ELLA. 
A! 6.30 p.m. MRS. WORTHINGTON. 


Wednesday, April 21st, at 7.80 p m.. Mr. Robert King 
Thursdays, Meeting for hqn: tirers, g p.m 


THE “W. T. STEAD” LIBRARY AND BUREAU, 
18a, Baker Street, W. I. 


READING ROOM AND RESTAURANT OPEN DAILY. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 20TH, AT 7 P.M. .. PROF. JAS. COATES. 
THURSDAY, ApriL 22sv, AT 3.30 F. u. MRS CANNOCK. 
WEDNESDAY. 11 to 1230, Mrs Seyforth in attendance for healing. 
Non-Members not admitted until 3.15 and 6.45 p.m. 
Members Free. Friends is 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 
(Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon 
MISS WELLBELOVE 
LYCEUM. 

6.30 v. u. MR. GEORGE PRIOR. 


WED'SDAY, ArniL 2IsT, 7.30 r. . MRS. BODDINGTON. 
Hate. — Daily. 10 a.m. to 1 p-m., excaps Wednesday and Saturday. 


Collection. 
Oxt rd s 
ons. 


At 11 a.m. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 18rH, II A.M. 
Ir. 


Social Meeting. 


addressed to the 5 


— 


| The [nternational Home Circle Federation, 


iated with the Spiritualiets Nations! Union”). « 


(Afi 
Haw pst 


Scc. : Miss M. Baines, B, Hoat 


SPECIAL COURSE OF LANTERN LECTURES 


On Spirit Photography and Allied Phenomena 


en 


A 


Will be gi 


| MISS FELICIA SCATCHERD 


m 


At the Arts Guild Hall, 6, Queen Square, Southampton 


Row, W. C. 
(Near Holborn and Russell Square Tube Stations) 
APRIL Zt VAY * 

Many of botograpbs bave bee i athe m n 
mont, and ar y tocaus mé and t D 
ICIN ly en to Dpgiisn udien 
Tickets to Single Lecture 2« {includ 

May be r e H ~ 


DELPHIC CLUB, 22a, Regent Street, S.W. 1. 


Wednesday, April 21st, 5 p.m. Mrs. ore -Glimpses 
of the Spiritual and Astral Planes and nishmer 
Friday, April 23rd, 5 p.m. Mr. J. Wells That eher 
* Divorce Reform 
For particulars of membership apply the Secretary. 
Visitors are admitted by invitation of s Member. 
Members Subscription: Town, 3 guineas; Country, 2 guiness 


CHURCH OF HIGHER MYSTICISM, 


22, PRINCES STREET, CAVENDISH SQUARE, W 
MRS. FAIRC M cH SI MITH is giving f Ins t 
Addresses n Human 1 £ Evz 
ScNDAT 3 at 3 rat. wi : . 
linestions. 
Silver collection to defray « nse S enin - 


BRIGHTON SPIRITUALIST BROTHERHOOD, 
Old Steine Hall, 52a, Old Steine, Brighton. 


p.m. ; Tue 
ll meetiogs 


;pm.; Mcrday, 7 * 
A bearty welcome ass 
- M&S J, PAULET. 


on. 


Segavi RE een 11.30 and ; aday 
3; pm. ; Toursday 7.!5 p.m. 
SUNDAY, MONDAY anp TUESDAY 


Admission Free. KRererved seats ls. 


ver Collect 


Now Ready. 


THE GREAT DEBATE. 


THE TRUTH OF SPIRITUALISM. 


| Verbatim Report of Debate between Sir Arthur 


Conan Doyle and Joseph McCabe. Revised 


by both Disputants. 


Paper covers, 64 pages, 1/2 net post free. 


Licur Orrice, 6, Queen SQvanE, Loxpoy. W.C. I. 


| I G EHE, [April 17, 1920, 
"I Heard a Voice," or, The Great Exploration | THE SCHOOL OF THE MYSTERIES, 


By a King's Counsel. This School is served by the Fraternity of Saint Bride, who a 
custodians of a comprehensive series of tewchings and revelstiog 
received over a period of fourteen years, These teachings emanat 
from Glastonbury, an ancient focus of occult knowledge, and th 
birthplace of Christianity in these Isles. 


Most interesting erperiences which the author has had in spirit com. 
munication entirely by means of the psychic gifts unexpectedly discovered 
la bis two young daughters. No assistance has been had from professional 
mediums, From being sceptical of the existence of any genuine power 


of spirit-intercourse, he has been converted to a confident belief both in 

the existence and in the benefit (if properly used) of such power, by the Maud MacCarthy, Horace Wooller, John Foulds, 
overwh timing evidence with which he has been confronted in his own and Frederick Bligh Bond 

one are teaching in this School. 


Sin A. Cosa Dort writes : I have been deeply interested in this 
took. The whole scheme of life beyond exactly confirms many previous 
Statements, and surely the agreement of independent witnesses must make 
€ srong—t5» my mind an overwheiming—case, I would do anything to 


Particulars regarding classis and private tuition, lecture sections, 
de, may be obtained from— 


help this cause, which seems to me the greatest thing in the world." THE HON. SECRETARY, FRATERNITY OF SAINT BRIDE, 
Cloth, 2nd Edition, 278 pages, 7/11 net, post tree 0 Se c LONDON Na 
» * * 
Urrics or Lranr, d, QUREN ARE. LONDO O. 1. mE 3 
ue, 6 Bac Loxnon, W.O. 1 Maud MacCarthy's Question-Lectures 


every WEDNESDAY at S. Admission 3« 
THE UNIVERSAL 


BADGE OF SPIRITUALISM. Maud MacCarthy’s Lecture on 
" A System of Angelic Revelations’ 


SUNDAY, APRIL 25rg, AT 8 P.M. ADMISSION 3). 


Brooch or Pendant in blue enamel and copper. | 
MRS. MONTGOMERY IRVINE, Spiritualism: its Position and 
115, Ladbroke Grove, London, W. 11. Prospects. 


A Record and a Summary of the Present Position, 


Objections to Spiritualism x5 
y the Editor of LIGHT. 
(A NSWERED ) Being a reprint of the article in the January “ Quest.” 


ER y HK. A. DALLAS. Pri 
ce 4d. st free 5d. 
New Second Edition Enlarged and Revised De 1 p5 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


We could fill Ligur every week with letters, com- 
ments and articles on many suggested themes connected 
with our subject which those who suggest them re- 
gard as matters of urgency. The main difficulty is that 
we have already dealt with most of the questions in the 
past, and cannot be incessantly returning to them, either 
to refresh the memories of those who have forgotten the 
fact, or for the benefit of those who have not read what 
has been written. Again, several correspondents would 
like a discussion on the Rev. G. Vale Owen s messages 
in the "Weekly Dispatch.” That we are compelled to 
refuse for the present. The journal in question, and we 
believe those associated with the same proprietorship, 


are declining to enter into any discussion on the matter 


until the publication of the messages is completed. That 
strikes us as à very sensible and proper rule. A debate 
on a lecture is never permitted while the lecture is pro- 
ceeding. We have received much of criticism and com- 
mentary favourable and unfavourable on the matter, but 
so far have seen nothing that has struck us as new or 
likely to have been overlooked by the not incompetent 
minds in charge of the matter. And, of course, in the 
strict sense, it is no affair of ours, however closely it 
may touch those matters with which we are directly eon- 
cerned. We have only one remark to make. Many 
people suggest that the Vale-Owen messages must have 
been derived from previous accounts of conditions in the 
next world because they agree so curiously with such 
descriptions. We suggest that there may be another 
explanation of this consistency of statement. 


* * * * 


We are hearing much of the imaginings of the sub- 
conscious self in connection with mental mediumship. 
Well, there is doubtless a sub-conscious self, and it has 
its fancies. But these wholesale theories are dangerous 
Let us quote what Professor William James, a great 
psychologist, wrote on this matter :— 


“When I ascend from the details to the whole meaning of 
the phenomenon, and when I connect all the cases I know of 
automatic writing and mediumship with the whole record of 
spirit possession in human history, the notion that such an 
immense current of experience, complex in so many ways, 
should spell out absolutely nothing but the word ‘humbug,’ 
acquires a character of unlikeliness. The notion that so 
many men and women, in all other respects honest enough, 
should have this preposterous monkeying-self annexed to 
their personality, seems to me so weird that the spirit theory 
immediately takes on a more probable appearance. At least, 
if they (spirits) are present, some honesty is left in a whole 
department of the universe which otherwise is run by pure 
deception, The more I realise the quantitative massiveness 
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of the phenomenon, and its complexity, the more incredible 
it seems to me that, in a world all of whose vaster features 
we are in the habit of considering to be sincere at least, how- 
ever brutal, this feature should be wholly constituted of in- 
sincerity. 

* * * * 


The Ghost World” (Jarralds, Ltd., 2/6 net) de. 
rives its interest from the fact of its being a collection 
of ghost stories which, so to speak, have been brought 
ap to date bs the inclusion of the account of the famous 
séance with Thomas, the Welsh medium, at Carditf, in 
which Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Lady Doyle, the super- 
intendent ol police, the chief constable, and other per- 
sons of local importance, took part. There are a num- 
ber of striking cases of apparitions which have become 
more or less historical, and St. Augustine, Plutarch, 
and Tasso make their appearance in connection with 
accounts of eh jstls experiences ; there are other ex- 
amples for which the author of the boi k. Mr. J. W. 
Wickwar, seems to have gone to private sources. As a 
compilation, therefore, the book is of some little interest 
Mr. Wickwar does not, however, impress us as à com- 
mentator to be taken serii usly. He treats th« subject 
with a good deal of humorous disdain. Ghosteraft, he 
tells us, has had a "ripping time" during the last few 
years, and he alludes to a ' zoe old sport of a ghost 
called “Spooks As to the problem presented by chosts 
in general he quotes the Persian poet, Here is the door 
to which there is no key, and immediately afterwards 
surprises us by affirming that the ghost will disappear 
when “revit wed by a mind correctly focussed We 
thought it a little significant that Mr. Wiekwar should 
suggest that this sceptical attitude may be unp pular. 
A few years ago it was the other way about, There was 
a tendency to apologise for belief in spirits New it 
seems one las to apologise for being sceptical ! 


THE PROBLEMS OF PSYCHIC SCIENCE. 


The very simple question put by Mr. Cohen in the recent 
Lenf-Cohen debate in Glasgow : Does it not strike you that 
if spirit communication were real it ought to have oceurred 
and been known to people long ago?" reveals to mv mind a 
person given to careless and loose thinking 

Yet how many opponents of Spiritualism are so afflicted? 
Recently I lent à friend of mine Dr. Crawford's works, and 
he revealed the state of his mind when, on returning them, 
he remarked; “Very interesting’ but why should the doctor 
continue experimenting? Tf, as he believes, he is 1n touch 
wita spiritual scientists. why do not these nnseen people tell 
the doctor all about it?” 

As it chanced, my friend is interested in wireless tele- 
graphy, so I put it to him in this way: “Suppose you had 
an audience of South-sea Islanders and you went to the 
trouble of explaining to them the how, why and wherefore of 
wireless telegraphy, do you think they would be much wiser 
when vou had finished your discourse? 

And I went on to point out that not until the South-sea 
Islanders had been educated to a point approximating to his 
own intelligence would they be able to ündérsbend the marvels 
of wireless telegraphy 

Mv friend was quick witted enough to see the moral ; that 
the science of the spirit people was measured in terms which 
earth scientists cannot understand; vet it was left to me 
to enforce the truth that no Great Revelation was given to 
more than two or three at one time; that all Nature's secrets 
were only to be learnt by strenuous endeavour, patience, and 
often at creat sacrifice. 

I believe it was the half hour's discussion we had when 
my friend returned the hooks that germinated the seed sown 
by our Belfast friend, 

Jons Biren, 
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SPIRITUALISM AND RELIGION. 


———— 


By Srantey Dr Beata 


T.—Semuirvanism v. MATERIALISM. 


Amid all the many forms which the human mind has 
»roduced there are, fundamentally, only two philosophies of 
[ife Materialism and Spiritualism. The one regards Matter 
as the sole real existence, and all the various forms of in- 
organic and organic Nature as having their origin in physical 
and chemical reactions; the other derives them from Crea- 
tive Mind. Both admit Evolution, but the one refers all 
forms and all instincts to an origin in chance variations; the 
other refers them to psychic activity. 

According to the former all organic forms are the result 
of adaptation to physical environment, chiefly by natural 
selection, and 1t states definitely that the only law which 

verns living beings is the rt for existence. 
Pity is weakness; Morality is a convention; soul“ is a 
mere name for the functions of life“; spirit is an illusion; 
"God" is a tition. "Thought is as inseparable from 
the brain ns movement of the arm is inseparable from 
its muscles," says Haeckel, and, therefore, there is nothing 
to survive when the brain returns to its elements, “The 
ethics of Christianity are as baseless in theory as they are 
useless in practice, and it is for us to plant our feet on the 
lid earth, and not to busy ourselves with phantoms of the 


without any consciousness at all of 


for no rational end. Secondly, that it passes by all the er 
of genius, of love, of , and of as 

th of no account. Thirdly, that it can only deny the 
it cannot explain one of then 


years, we cannot but see that the net result of 
has been some improvement in preventive ry soa and 


e 
a 
while for the jing th the 8 impulse is—Let us 
en ean. t : 
's summing up for Materialism is as true 

to-day as when it was first written 

"In considering inanimate Nature we have already re- 
cognixed à its inmost essence continuous, objectless, re- 
poseless effort; but in animals and men the same truth is 
even more obvious, For every act of willing starts from a 
need, from a lack. and, therefore, from a pain, It 
is, therefore, a necessity of Nature that they should 
be a prey to pain, But when will comes to have 
no object, when prom satisfaction removes all 


like a pendulum from solieri to weariness, and 
hich life is composed. 
ignificant fact—Man, having p 


Hence comes à very 
all pain and misery in hell, has found notbing to put in 
heaven but tediourness ! ( The World og Will and Re- 


presentation.) 

This is the conclusion of a logical and thoughtful mind. 
The thoughtless who follow a scheme of life based, quite un- 
known to them, on the same logical premises, come through 
ceaseless toil, brief and unsatisfying pleasures, dull drud- 

insatiable ambition, and perpetual strife for purely 
selfish ascendency, to the same end; hecause it is the work- 
ing out of quite inevitable spiritual law. At long last comes 
the conclusion : — " 
"Life's but a walking shadow; a poor player, 
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage, 
n is heard no more: it is a tale 
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 
Signifying nothing." 


aki 
will €— EY a oo, ae . iaiia, 1 cause, for is 
oo ntry. or noth € e fear s 
opal tis now like is leat all the suffering of the last five 
years ld be w t result, because in place of pesce 
we have strife; inp of harmony, disunion; and we wa 
tow the future with uncertain feet. 


war ita wero the — 1 and obvious sequel 
to materialistic teaching, which we inte one 
vast machine for material 1 We have won 
the war, but have we won ce? — And if not, why not? 
Hocause minds are ne 
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In truth, apart from conviction of survival this must be 
so. For the human body long ago reached the term of its 
physieal evolution, and we have not yet assimilated the idea 
that our true line of evolution is not of the body, and 
scarcely of the mind, but of the spirit, or rather, that mind 
and body should be harmonised to the spirit. There is no 
general progress in faculty; on the contrary, we are more 
and more dependent on mechanical contrivances. Democracy 
is like to perish of its own divisions unless some remedy can 
be found to change minds and hearts. And wealthy Asia is 
waiting for the suicide of impoverished Europe:  impover- 
ished by internecine strife. It should be obvious that if that 
suicide by class-war and unproductive apathy is to be 
avoided, some unifying semaine must be found, For the 
one essential which our rationalist friends are too rational 
to take into account is the Will. The entire course of his. 
tory shows that great world-movements which turn all wills 
away from national or personal aggrandisement have orig. 
inated in spiritual conviction. It was so with Buddhism, 
which abolished blood-sacrifice and caste restrictions, and 
gave peace to the warring Indian nations for 400 years. It 
was so with Christianity, which built a new polity on the 
ruins of the Roman Empire. It was so with Islam, which 
swept away the debased Syrian Christianity, and has gone 
further to redeem Africa from fetishism than any other 

wer. It was go with the Reformation, which arrested the 
generation of Western Christianity into a mechanical 
routine of pardons and indulgences. It is not to the point 
that each of these movements was sooner or later perverted, 
by human fallibility and the intoxication of power, to tem- 
poral ends. In their inception each sprang from spiritual 
reception. It is only the spiritual (even under erroneous 
orms) which can turn men's minds from the Will to Power 
towards the Will to Good. That is the “metanoia’’ (mis- 
translated ‘“‘renentance’’) which really means a change of 
intention, a change of heart, a change of Will. It does not 
mean the artificial and fictitious emotion of those who call 
themselves “‘miseruble sinners,” feeling all the time that 
they have dene nothing reprehensible. | 
Let us now turn to the set of ideas denoted by Spiritu. 
nlism, in the widest sense of that much-abused word. We 
have seen that these ideas are founded on positive, though 
supernormal, facts. Its analysis of the world of Matter, of 
, und of Mind leads it to the inference that Matter 
and Energy are directed by Mind, which cannot, therefore, 
be a product of Matter. All the greatest philosophers and 
leaders of men have been in accord on this point. Declared 
to be the foundation of Religion by the Mosaic Law, Spirit 
is also recognised as axiomatic by the whole body of Indian 
hilosophy, whose value is now beginning to be admitted 
The eminently rating Greek mind, from Pythagoras to 
Socrates and Plato, perceived the same logical necessity. It 
is the fundamental concept of Christianity. It has the sup- 
of universal human intuition. It can quote Giordano 
runo, Bacon, Averroes, Spinoza, Locke, Leibnitz, Kant, 
Schelling, and nearly every writer of distinction up to the 
time when the great advances in physical and biological 
science led men to imagine that science, which depends on 
the evidence of the senses, can dispense with philosophy, 
which depends on gare reason and spiritual perception. As 
Sir Conan Doyle observes, “A man who can argue that be- 
cause a belief has always in one shape or form existed, there- 
fore it must be false, seems to exhibit a very perverse men- 


ty. 

Ex rimental (Spiritualism finds in the supernormal 
faculties scientific proof that soul and spirit are realities, 
that Matter and its laws cannot account for Life, nor for 

telligence, nor for Love; that all that is takes its origin 
from Spirit, and that the end to which the world moves is 
spiritual evolution—the development of the qualities which 
make for co-operation rather than for conflict. This age- 
cr Sharia hate is not objectless, but aims at the perfection 
of the individual soul, which survives the death of the body. 

How is this conviction to be made a moving force and 
unifying idea in the disunited society of to-day’ By irre- 
fragable proof that the supernormal faculties are real, and 
could never have been developed by adaptation or selection; 

proof that the Self survives the death of the body; by 

monstration that spiritualism in the narrower sense i 
but the experimental proof of Spiritualixm in the wider 
sense; by the demonstration that this wider sense meets 
the need of the time for a scheme of thought which does 
not find it necessary to ignore or deny the great teachers of 
past time; which can penetrate their meanings behind the 
veil of changing words; which knows that all formulas are 
relative, all doctrines provisional, just stepping stones to 
larger perceptions; and that the one Eternal changeless 
and abiding Verity is the Divine Spirit of Love and Truth 
Who is Wisdom, whose visible realisation in the practical 
politios of mankind ie the 


“one far-off Divine event, 
To which the whole creation moves." 


At, this world is heavy with the promise of greater 
things, and n day will come in the unending succession of 
poe who are now latent in our thoughts 
— r loins shall stand upon this earth as we 


bei 
ou 
pon a footstool, and shall laugh and reach out their hands 
oma the stars, H. G. Wirres 


—̃ v8 


“it is only because you haf well deserved, 


useless. 
pulously accurate presentation of the facts, but in the facts 


tliemselves. The Church, as represented by the Church Con- 
gress, occupies an utterly ludicrous and undignified posi- 
tion in her attitude towards Spiritualism. 

proved up to the hilt by the selection of the speakers Fifty 
years ago the Church had practically the monopoly of the 
Universities, 
most distinguished scientists, philosophers and scholars. Even 
in the present day she could command the services of men 
who can hold their own in any field of action or of thought 
"How comes it, then, that the Church of England, once famed 
throughout Christendom for the intellect and learning ot 
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(Continued from paye 115). 


satil the 


"n 1 speak to you in balderdash, 


by 


“A Fallen Idol," 


It may possibly occur to some very excelle 


in comparing the evolutions of ecclesiastical tactician 
those of a crowd of excited pigs, the writer is using a some 
what undignified method of criticism. There are two reasons 


for his procedure. 
more dignified methods, and found 


The first is that he has 
them t 


The second is that the indignity lies 1 


The ranks of her clergy includ 


DY IN 


Chelu 
I. ANSTEY 
nt people that 


to 


already tried 
o be entirely 


iot in his scru 


This 


tact 


ed some ol our 
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her clergy, has committed her fortunes to the cheap-jack 


rhetoric of the Rey. J. A. V. Magee? 


"It is an affecting fact, that on that world-stage, on 


which so many and great men had moved and acted, 
= (Mommsen’s His- 


fool was destined to give the epilogue. 
tory of Rome, Vol. IV., p. 48.) 


Such are the reflections of the great historian on the 
I know of no words in litera- 


Fall of the Roman Republic. 
ture into which more tragedy is condensed. 


Is the Rey. J. A. V. Magee destined to play in the his- 
tory of the Church of England the part that Mommsen 
assigns to Cato of Utica in the drama of the great Roman 
Republic? Is the epilogue of the Church of England to be 


spoken by the zany ? 


It may indeed be so, for it is certain that, unless miracle 
intervenes. the doom of the Church as at present consti- 
t 


tuted cannot be far away. And it is to tl 


Magee that the Church has committed her fortunes 


was selected, as appears from the report before me, to sum 
yresumedly to give the 


Mr. Magee is 
As representative of the 


up the case against Spiritualism, and 
coup de grace. On his own judividdsl 
beneath the horizon of thinkers. 


mer 


ie Rev. J. A 


Its, 


Church of England he requires a little attention. 


Mr. Magee’s arguments are entirely of the stereotyped 
He makes much parade of certain evils which he 
alleges to arise out of the practice of Spiritualism, and as 
sures us that the facts upon which he bases his charge have 
I like not the security 

What assurance have we that Mr. Magee is a competent 
investigator? The rhetorician is seldom a critical observer 
But we may safely take his facts at their face value, and 

He has simply mis- 


taken the accompaniments of a phenomenon for the phe- 
his- 


order, 
come under his own observation. 


yeb reject Mr, Magee's conclusions. 


nomenon itself. Mr. Magee is to a cer 


torian, ië., he took third-class honours in history at Oxford 


Can he mention any great movement ame 


hus taken place without some accompaniment of evil? What 

What about religious revivals in 
modern times, as to which I could give him some first-hand 
information? So far as my own information extends, Spiritu- 
alism has up to the present brought in its train far less evil 


than any other uprising of mighty forces. And the question 
uprising is whether the good which 


about Christianity itself? 


with regard to any suc 


it produces counterbalances the evils which are its accom 
But such a problem as this is quite out of the 
It is impossible to take Mr. 
him into his 


paniment. 
range of a third-class mind. 
Mageo seriously as a thinker; let 
own field, and devote a little analysis to 


us t 


Mr. Magee, according to the report before me, prefers 
as depicted in “Raymond.” 


Gehenna to the future state L 
Does he realise to what he has commi 


silly words? My sense of reverence debars me from offering 
One of the episodes in “Ray- 


the comment I could make. 


mond” is an unspeakably beautiful vision of the Lord Jesus 

Surely, Mr. Magee can never have read the pas- 

sage, The reference to Gehenna is a flippancy in itself. ‘The 
» 

old 


Christ. 


merriment of parsons is very offensive, 
Sammel Johnson. 


with laughter hy his clerical hearers. 


M 


pions treat so lightly. 
The same — oen u 
speaker at the Congress 


tain extent n 


og mankind 


'ollow 
his rhetoric. 


tted himself in 


said sturdy 


the 


It is often so, because parsons are much 
too fond of making merry over matters which are sacred 
to reverent agnostics. Thoughtful Spiritualists will not jest 
about Gehenna, though Mr. Magee's facete were received 

They know, if Mr. 
se and hia brethren do not, that there is stern reality 
underlying those doctrines of the Chureh which her cham- 


nlortunately is displayed by another 
I withhold his name for he is a 
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man who ha done good service to the ( hurch But his gil al 
at the old-fashioned acceptations of the “Resurrection of 
the Body’ were in the most execrable taste. 1 hey, too, were 
received with laughter, but, I am glad to sav, have called 
forth indignant remonstrance in the Press. The layman 

even the agnostic layman—is often far more than 
t priest He recognises that however mistaken may be the 
beliefs at which the speaker hurled his sarcasms they have 


been the strength and stay of simple, but deeply religious, 
> foo} 


reverent 


ouls throughout the ages The “wavyfaring man 
though he may be, shall ever have my sympathy rather than 
my scorn, To jeer at the beliefs of poor suffering humanity, 
however erroneous they are, is, to me at least, a very offen 
sive form of humour. Its only recommendations are that it 


The gibes are obvious enough to 


is both obvious and cheap 
And they may be bought 


set a Church Congress in a 


roar, 
tor a penny or two from any vendor of the baser sort of Ra- 


literature 
however, is not to be despised altogether in 
to know that Mr 


tionalisti 


( neapness 
and it is interesting 


Sut hi day as ours, it 

Magee hay discovered a very inexpensive form of betting 

Thus hé vas exceedingly confident that Sir A. Conan Doyle 

could not produce a certain letter alleged to have been 
A mere worldling 


written by the late Dr. Forbes Winslow. 


in his position might have offered a bet of fifty pounds to 
back his opinion. Not so the Rev. J. A. V. Magee. He os 
proclaims that a certain unnamed priest had 


tentatiously 

offered a reward of fifty pounds for the discovery of the 

epistle This answered precisely the same purpose 

have not yet heard that the unnamed one has fulfilled his 

promise. The man in the street, who is accustomed to the 
may well have his own opinion on this 


ethics of Newmar ket, 
transaction 
concluded.) 


br 


(To 


MR. HENRY WITHALL'S RETIREMENT, 


We deeply regret to announce the retirement of Mi 
Henry Withali from the position of acting president of thi 
London Spiritualist Alliance 

His name has been 0 long associated with the body ut 
which he was the honoured head, and which owes so much 
to his wise counsel and guidance, that the severance must 
needs be a painful one on both sides. For more than thirty 
vears he has given his time and energies ungrudgingly and 
without fee or reward, to the service of the Alliance and of 

Liaur, but of late he has felt the need of som« 


But no break of outward 
the Society 


its organ, 
relief from the strain of the work 
relations can affect his interest in the fortunes ot 
and the journal with which it is associated, and it 1s greatly 
to be hoped that though spared the cares and r« sponsibiliti S 


of office, he will see his wav to show that interest by 
siding at least at some of the weekly meetings 

It is difheult to conceive of the evening lectures given 
Mr. W. J. Vanstone and other talented speakers, or ot 
illuminating talks with Mrs. Wallis’s spirit-control, 
rambo,” without Mr. Withall in the chair Mr Ernest 
Hunt aud Mr. Dawson Rogers, who presided respectively 
the meetings on Thursday and Friday last week, must 
felt somewhat in the position of unwilling usurpers, occi 
pants of a position which rightly be longed to another Mr 
Hunt. in referring to Mr. Withall’s resignation, said that 
such incidents were the milestones of life. A sad significance 

and this one was 


always attached to these milestones 
Withall's long connection with 


that ticularly sad because of Mr 
the Alliance He added that at the Council meeting 
that afternoon, Mr. Withall was urged to continue his asso 
and that his sudden and compl le 


ciation with the Society 
severance would be a matter of deep regret 
Mr. Dawson Rogers, in taking the chair for 
iso alluded to the esteem and affection in which their 
icting president was held and Morambo' himself 


entering upon the subject on which he was announced to 
* appreciation ol Mr 


Morambo 


speak, affirmed his own stron 
kindly thought and vood offices lt would he snid 
time for some of them to appreciate fully how deep and 


wide-spread was the influence their friend had exerted 


- - 


H. Stanley Redgrave 
is well described by 


his : 
"Hycoxk Reiners, by 


Rider and Sons, 10/6 net) 
“excursions in byways of thought There are to-day 
thoughtful people who are making a serious study of 
past literature of Magic, Alchemy, and other occult 
jects, and such a book as the present, as giving a general 
medieval ideas, cannot fail to he useful. 


outline of 
other matters, of 


Redirove treats amongst 
of medieval thought, Pythagoras and his philosophy 
ceremonial magie, architectural symbolism, and 


nians, 
Cambridge Platonists The book 
with reproductions of old engravings, which, in themselves, 


are à valuable feature of tho work 


is profusely 


in hix preface : 
most fantastic, and it should be our object to discover this 


reason." 


' he 


‘Mo 


have 


before 


Withall's 
take 


(William 
its author as 
many 

the 
sub- 


Mr 

characteristics 
talis- 
the 
illustrated 


i As the author remarks 
“There is a reason for every belief, even the 
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6, QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W. C.1. 


The Alliance possesses the largest Library in existence of occult, 
mystical, and psychical books. Members’ annual subscription £1 1s. 

For prospectus, syllabus of meetings, classes, &c., apply to the 
Becrelary. 


THE BAT. 


As OLD FABLE AND A MODERN INSTANCE. 


An ancient fable tells how there was once a great 
battle between the birds and the beasts, in which the 
bat took sides with the birds, on the ground that its wings 
and its power of pointed to its being really a bird. 
But when the battle appeared to go against the armies 
of the air, it became a renegade and took service with 
the beasts, its plea being that the formation of its body 
showed that it was properly a quadruped. The fortunes 
of war changing again, it discovered some conscientious 
objections to its status as a beast, and once more 
sought to enlist on the side of the birds; but in the end 
it was scouted by both sides, and became a miserable 
puriah, hiding itself in the daytime, and skulking out 
only at nightfall. The fable is so generally known that 
it is hardly necessary to repeat it, except to emphasise 
the modern application of it we have in ‘nied „ We 
refer to a certain type of Theologian. In the great con- 
test between Spiritualists and Rationalists or Mate- 
rialists, be appears to throw his weight and influence on 
one side or the other, according to the fortunes of the 
hour. At the present moment he shows a very definite 
connection with Materialism as the enemy of the 
Spiritualistic movement. A perusal of the current 
literature of Rationalism does not show that his entry 
into that camp has excited any enthusiasm. There is 
no softening of the old hostility, and in the end the 
fable of the Bat way be illustrated by the spectacle of 
a combatant that is cast out of armies alike as 
belonging neither to one nor the other. 

The time has indeed come to ask very definitely, 
“Under which flag? The issues are very simple. They 
lave only become complicated because of the ten- 
dency on the part of incompetent thinkers to confuse 
the moaning of terms and to mix up departments of 
life which are clearly marked off from each other. True 
Rationalism represents an attempt to bring order, 
reason nnd method into the affairs of the physical 
world, and to keep it clear of all elements except those 
which legitimately belong to it. Thus, to take one in- 
stance, Rationalism would fight an epidemic not with 
prayers, relics and incantations, but by all the resources 
of sanitary science; and in these respects we are our- 
selves very rationalistic indeed, True Spiritualism, on 
the other hand, stands for the reality of an unseen, u 
super-physical, world, and is un attempt to bring into 
the physical order everything in the way of enlighten- 
ment, revelation and inspiration that ean be of service 
to that order. So long as the followers of each philo- 
sophy nre content to attend to their own business, they 
i's work in friendly co-operation be mutually 
helpful, especially in the direction of the exchange of 
ideas, But human nature is proverbially imperfect and 
prone to error, and so we find Rationalists indignantly 
repudiating the existence of any other order of life than 
that known to them, and denouncing the idea as part 
and | of the mnas of "ecclesinstical superstitions” 
which they have been so busily clearing from the path- 
way of humanity, And to be fair, Spiritualism, through 
the activities of some of ita Ines intelligent followers, 
lina lent some colour to the accusation, in 


formance of the duties whieh 
i pepe: irme [t o jn on. 
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His attempts to limit the field of Religion to a faith 
once delivered“ spring, as it seems to us, from precisely 
the same motive as that which impels Rationalists to 
fight strenuously against any expansion of their own 
sphere of work. It is quite a human impulse: we can 
see it operating in every department of existence in 
that obstinate conservatism which sets its face against 
every new idea that may imply change, reconstruction, 
enlargement, and other bothersome matters. The Theo- 
logian resembles the Rationalist, tpo, in his failure to 
recognise a Spiritual order of life that transcends alike 
the writings of the early Fathers and the most approved 
systems of Science and Logic. The arrival of this idea 
in the guise of a common enemy has put the two 
schools temporarily in alliance against it. But the 
Rationalist being usually logical and thorough, standing 
for something very clear and definite, fights his battle 
on clear issues. The Theologian, on the other hand, 
is pulled both ways. His spiritual interests lie with 


one party, his material welfare with the other. He | 


would fain retain both. Between two stools we come 
to the ground,” and this will undoubtedly be the fate 
of the Theologian. 

We are seeing to-day a great inrush of life from the 
Unseen and much shattering of the moulds designed to 
contain it in the past. A bad time is one for 
hybrids, makeshifts, compromises, artificial adapta 
tions, however cunningly contrived. The attitude of 
tone foot on sea und one on land'' becomes: increas- 
ingly difficult as time goes on. Either the Universe is 
the Expression of Divine Intelligence, Omniscient, 
Omnipotent, Omnipresent, operating as fully to-day as 
in the past—or it is mot. If it is, and that is the 
teaching of Spiritualism, then all attempts to enclose 
any portion of it as the exclusive possession of any sect, 
class or school; to limit its revelations, to obstruct its 
growth; to evade its laws, or to make judicious com- 
promises between materialistic tenets and spiritual im- 
pulses—between the high and the low—are the sheerest 
foolishness. When the ite oA has become sufi- 
ciently instructed by contact with some of his supposel 
enemies, he may learn this lesson and thus rise to his 
true place as the exponent, not of the imaginings of the 
ancients, but of the living realities of the world present. 
and the world to come—for Theology has been described 
as the noblest of the sciences, a fact whieh some of its 
followers would do well to remember. 


examination, or to try the methods of a cowardly com 
promise, one foot in each camp, when there is a doubt 
whether the new idea may not be true after all. — All 
honour, then, to those ministers and followers of the 
Church who, having examined our subject and found it 
to be true, stand heroically for it, fearless of results, 
preferring the approval of their own consciences to the 
doubtful satisfaction of standing well-with the world. 


MR. H. 6 WELLS AND THE STRAND“ MAGAZINE. ' 


Roferring to the leading article in Lronm, “Fallacies and 
adducees'’ (p. 116), Mr. H, G. Wells writes us Pise 
responsibility for the statements alleged to have been ma 

iy him in the “interview’’ published in the ‘Strand Maga: 
zing,’ alluded to in our article, Having no knowledge ol 
50 facts of the case, we ean only publish Mr. Wells’ die 
vlaimor, 


A CENTRAL INSTITUTION. 


f Rey. Goo. Ward, hon, secretary of “Spirit 
T mir eo erie boss 
— Now that, Í 1 
GNO m 
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Tt is not noble | 
to fight against new ideas, to condemn them without — 
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW. 


Mr. A. Vout Peters leaves for Denmark on the 21st inst 
and expects to bo away about three weeks. 


The many friends of Mr. and Mrs. Hewat MeKenzie 
availed themselves during the pust week of the opportunity 
of inspecting the new British College of Psychic Science at 
59, Holland Park. 


LJ * LJ * 


Dr. Ellis Powell, on Monday next, will address the Leeds 
Centre of the Institute of Bankers on The Principles of 
Currency in General, with Special Application to the Present 
Position," We mention this to show that prominent workers 
in our movement can talk to expert audiences on other sub- 
jects than Spiritualism. 


- LJ * „ 


Sir A. Conan Doyle's addresses at East Ham, on April 
ith, and Lewisham on April 8th, were very successful. The 
audiences were large, and the utmost interest was displayed. 


The Mayor of East Ham (Mr. G. P. Dean), who presided 
nt the first meeting, said, in his introductory remarks, that 
the fact that the Union of London Spiritualists had two or 
three branches in the borough showed that there were a 
number of people interested, and thus they had a right to 
claim the help of the holder of the Mayoral office, 


On page 177 of “Psychical Investigations," by Mr. J. 
Arthur Hill, we read that Mr. Peters, the medium and clair- 
yoyant, predicted that after Mr. Hill was forty-five he was 
going to get better. Mr. Hill, as many of our readers will 
remember, had been for many years bedridden with an ap- 
parently incurable disorder brought on by overstrain in 
athletic exercises. It is pleasing to record that in a recent 
letter to us he states that he is improving a good deal and 
is now taking a mile walk daily. ‘he doctors, he says, are 
confident that in time he will reach almost normal health. 
Mr. Hill hopes that he may be able to get to London before 
the end of this year. 


LJ * * ^ 


Dr, Mary Scharlieb has an article in the April number 
of the “Royal Magazine” on “The Dangers of Spiritualism.” 
Her knowledge of the subject appears to be mainly second 


hand, 
* * * * 


At the same time Dr. Scharlieb admits that “Attentively 
considering what has been written and said by those best 
qualified to judge, and more especially what has been written 
and said by good, honest, and distinguished Spiritualists 
themselves, as well as one's personal experience, the con- 
clusion appears irresistible that it is possible for many of us 
to get into conscious relations with the spirit world.“ 


* - * * 


Admitting this, she opines that “the price that is to be 
paid in the injury to our human bodies, to our moral natures, 
and to our spirits is too heavy." It would be good to have 
the facts on which she bases these rash statements. 


The verbatim report of the recent Conan Doyle-McCabe 
debate is now available at this office, Particulars will bo 
found in our advertising columns. 


E. J. H. (Purley), writing of Mr. Hope, the Crewe medium 
for psychie photography, and of the attacks made upon him 
during his visit to London, says: Professor Geley, of Paris, 
has tested Mr. Hope's mediumship recently with success, and 
it is understood that he is invited to Paris, where, let us 
hope, he will be received with fitting respect and honest, 
judicial treatment, for be it remembered mediums are some- 
what like geismographs and cannot sustain ungerupulous 
public violence.'' 


Dr. Ellis Powell recently in the ‘Financial News," in 
answer to an inquiry regarding journalists’ output, wrote, 
"I have never provided less than an ATAS of two columna 
a day during the whole period of my editorship, and the 
uxual aggregate is nearer four or five columns," This 
evidence of Dr. Powell's literary activity helps us to réalise 
the sacrifices he makes of his scant leisure in the splendid 
contributions in oratory and literature he has given to our 


cause. 
» » * . 


Those who are fond of describing Spiritualists as 
irreligions are well answered in an article by Sir William 
Barrett which appeared in the “Church Family Newspaper'* 
last year, Bir William said, *""Spiritnalists, who number 
many thousands, chiefly among our humbler fellow citizens. 
are, an T know personally, more earnest, devout nnd. reverent 
in their religious services than — perhaps the majority of 
charch-goers. 
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The following account of a book of automatic writing, 
entitled “The Fellowship of the Picture," to be published 
this month, i« given to us by Mrs. Percy Dearmer She 
says: "Until July, 1919, I had not only never written auto- 
matically, but I had a great distaste for all Spiritualistic 
manifestations of every kind However, on the last day of 
July. 1919, something compelled me to sit down with a 
pencil in my hand and after a few moments my nand began 
to write I did not know what it was writing and I did 
not look at the paper My husband came into the room 
(we were down at our cottage on the Cotswolds) and I said 
to him, ‘I am writing automatically; I don't know if any 
sense is coming; will you look ?' He read what was written 
and told me that a name was there ‘Tt seems interesting,’ 
he said, ‘go on a little longer. Soon after, my hand stopped 
writing, and together we read the script. First was non- 
sence, just words and beginnings of sentences Then came 
the name of the friend from whom the whole book purports 
to come Then a message to some friends of his The next 
day I wrote again and got the beginning of the book, and 
after that I used to sit down daily at 10.30 a.m. and wrote 
for about halt an hour ' 


“This continued,“ says Mrs. Dearmer, for five or six 
weeks, and then one day when my husband was reading the 
morning's script to me, he said: ‘Hello, this looks hke the 
end.’ We turned over the page and read: That is the 
book. I have no power to write more for you now and I think 
we have said.enough to help folk quite a lot if only they 
will give the plan a fair trial Some day I may be able 
to talk to vou and write some more, but something is draw- 
ing me away now; more work of a different kind. But I 
shan't be far away.’ " 


Mr. Gambier Bolton has just published, through the “Two 
Worlds“ Company. a pamphlet entitled Strange Christian 
Beliefs and the Coming Universal Religion This is a 
distinctly iconoclastic document, and it is likely that there 
may be two opinions on some of the views expressed. Indeed, 
we see in it the material for acute controversy on the theo- 
logical side of the question. Taking the standpoint that 
religion is rather a matter of ideals and emotions than a 
body of mechanical facts, we are very little disturbed by 
disputes over textual errors and complications. In matters 
of religion life is vastly greater than logic and principles than 
facts. 


Dr. Percy Dearmer, in the course of an address on the 
psychical side of religion at Kensington Town Hall on Sun- 
day afternoon last, said everyone would in a few years believe 
in the possibility of the Resurrection Some people might 
scoff at materialisation but experiments were being con 
ducted at the present moment in Italy and France wnich 
showed that materialisation was an actual fact, Sctentifie 
men, muny without any religious convictions, wer produc ny 
materialisations and photographing them “I keop my 
scepuacism," said Dr. Dearmer "but it is necessary to look 
at these matters with an open mind.” 


Mr. Heber J. Rider, Hon. Secretary of the St. Pancras 
Working Men's College Psychical Research Society, invites 
those interested to be present at the College 1n. Crowndak 
road on Wednesday, April 21st, at 5 p.m., when à paper on 
“The Meaning and Scope of Telepathy” will be read by Mr 
Leslie Curnow Ladies are not admitted to the College 


* LI LI LI 


The many adinirers of the veteran Spiritualist, Mr. James 
Coates, will be glad to learn that he has arrived in London, 
and will resume his lectures on Spiritualism and allied sub- 
jects, with special lectures, illustrated by limelight views, 


on Supernormal Pictures and Writings produced with and 
without the camera On Friday, April 23rd. Mr. Coates 
speaks at Furnival Hall on “A Life's Experiences a 


story which should be well worth hearing 


Meetings next week :— 
Sunday : 

Rev. Tyssul Davis, ASolian Hall, II a.m 

Mrs. Fairclough Smith, 22, Princes Street, 3.15 p.m 
Tuesday: 

I., S. A., Mr. Vout Peters, 3 p.m 

Stead Bureau, Mr. James Coates, 7.30 p.m 
Wednesday : 


Delphic Club, Mrs. Doyle, 5 p.m. 
Working Men's College, St. Pancras, Mr. L. Curnow, 


8 p.n. l 
Thursday 
LSA. Soctal Meeting, 7.30 p.m 


Stead Bureau, Mrs. Cannock, 3.30 p.m 
Friday: 


I. S. A., Mrs. Wallis, 8 


in, i 

Delphic Club, Mr. J. Wells Thatcher, 5 p.m. | 
f 

' 
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ANGELIC CONVERSE RELIGION, THE 
PSYCHICAL AND THE SPIRITUAL. 


Notes ox Some Recent Books, 


"In Converse with Angels" by Irene Hallam Elliott 
(joint author of “Angels Seen To-day”), with an Introduc- 
tion by the Rev. Robert F. Horton, M.A., D.D. (Hallam 
Elliott, Honiley, Kenilworth, 4/6 net). 

In his Foreword to this book, Dr. Horton remarks that 
its author's story would be interesting enough even if taken 
as merely an imaginary interpretation of the spiritual 
forces which are always about us. But, after reading the 

iptions and talking with the author, he is led to con- 
clude that “wnat she is describing is not what fancy has con- 

jured up, but what she has, in an objective sense, seen,” 
Tho impartial reader, especially it he has the sense of 
ity and a reverence for the sublimities that to 
„ would probably be inclined to endorse 


h Mrs. Elliott gives some dicens and beautiful examples 
9 0 


Gate, 
mother with a crippled daughter. The patient was at the 
end of her enart ilgri and Mrs. Elliott, SANE the 
“open vision, the of the EL body and the 
mortal form, and the 8 the “si 
held the two together. Part of the seer s tl 
ng of exquisite music and the sensing of an exquisite 
perfume of of the valley and carnations. 

“Before the soul left the old home to travel to that land 
UD oou diio to ite voirie SAA AIER she 
eri to give ort; 0 
girl did not e: feel vire she fale the touch of the vans 
ished hand, and heard the sound of the voice that was still,” 

Such experiences, of course, have many parallels in the 
case of other seers, and thus gain corroboration the more 
convincing from the similarity of the descriptions. 

It is a book es to be commended to those who ap- 
2 our subject along religious, rather than scientific, 
ines, although the discerning reader will note how closely 
in some instances, it touches on scientific by reason 
of it« coincidence with conclusions already 5 e. 
tablished. It may give a fuller idea of the character of the 
book if we mention the names of a few of the chapters: The 


Sign of the Cross:  Heaven's Part in Holy Baptism,” 
“Kuster Morn: Heaven's Part in the Holy Communion,” 
"BL. and All do ea,” of our 


,, x > 2 
s I give enthusiastic confirmation to 
the idea that there is a real spiritual side to religious rites 
and festivale—a fact to which psychically sensitive members 
of ehurch congregations are able to testify. We know of 
several instances, but may content ourselves with one: the 
late Archdeacon Wilberforce, who sent us now and again 
the accounts given by members of his congregation who 
possessed. spiritual gifts, and who saw visions of angelic pre- 
sonces and symbolical imagery in his and other churches. 


“The Religion of the Spirit World," by the Rev. Pro- 
fessor G, Henslow, M.A. (Regan Paul, 6/- net). 

Profewor Henslow has already presented us with several 
notable books on our subject. We may instance “The Proofs 
of the Truths of Spiritualism,’ and “Spirit Peychometry.”’ 
In the present work he approaches the question of spirit 
teachings, and their bearing upon religion, and, in dealin 
with his theme, makes considerable citations from some well 
known books of spirit mewages notably those received by Mr. 
Stainton Moses (M.A,, Oxon"). With these books, or «ome 
of them, most readers of Jacut are familiar, and, therefore, 
it is unnecessary to enter into close description of the Pro- 
feseor’s book so far as it deals with these communications. 
A chapter which will possess a special interest at this time 
is “Spiritualism in the Bible," in which some striking cases 
of ancient p^ mena and modern instances are recorded. 

The book is suggestive rather than exhaustive in ita treat- 
ment. Its scope is indicated by the following passage in the 
Introduction : — 

"Religion on the ‘other side, as we learn from spirits, in 
simply what it ought to be on this earth the Christ-like 
character and conduct based on à self-sacrificing, enthusiasm 
of humanity, called love. Ecclesiastical dogmas are not re- 
vognised in Heaven.” 


"On the Threshold of the Spiritual World: A Study of 
Life and Death Over There, by Horatio V. Dresser, Ph.D. 
(Gay awl Haneook, L, W/« net.) 

The name of Mr. Horatio Dresser js well and favourably 
known to thousands of readers in connection. with hi 


them, for the author's experiences. have ri amd me 
lowed hia ph of lite, and 
a rich. dene) — eh Viale and eur hi AL. 
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quote one passage as indicative of his attitude to psychia 
evidence : — 

“A psychical phenomenon is in every way as certain à 
reality for the one who uncritically believes it, but unde 
criticism may lead to a closed spirit on our part. May 
people are in an attitude similar to that of one lost 1814 
forest where every sound is ominous and every unknov 
shade suggestive, What is needed is someone who is famili 
with all the objects and sounds that may arise, The dis 
culty is that men who might become masters in the psychical 
world turn to other regions, leaving the occult sphere k 
those unfit to serve as guides, Ideally speaking, whats 
needed is description of the experiences in question, whether 
they appear to be objectively real or not; then explanation d 
the facts in accordance with a sound view of the spiritul 
life.” (p. 280.) ] z 

Interpretation is, of course, needed in all psychic ere 
riences, — 'Everything," says our author, ‘turns on 
interpretation of inner experiences," But it is possible & 
concentrate so much on the inner and higher aspects ¢ 

intercourse as to lose the experience necessary to gm 
exterior or objective phenomena their due value. Wean 
familiar with the standpoint of many 3 
people who distrust and contemn psychical phenomena, W 
are to discriminate between the spiritual and the psychial 
worlds, and we might find matter for disagreement wi. 
Mr. Dresser in some of his conclusions, But it would lef. 
us into deep waters, and we are contented to record b 
opinion that “what we experience here (i.c., in pd 
regions) may very directly lead the mind to spiritua T 
riences and to genuine spiritual knowledge.“ Personal, 
we may prefer the way of “direct inward impression i 
terior revelation—but the revelation must be graded & 
minds of many different stages of development. We musth 
careful how we call anything common or 5 


— — 


MANCHESTER ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS. 


Mr. Ernest W. Oaten presided over the annual prex 
in Manchester in celebration of the het) of Moden 
Spiritualism. It was held on Good Friday in the Coch 
tive Hall in the presence of a large audience. 

Ruth Darby said: The joy of to-day is that ofp 
union with friends on both sides of the veil. The sight 4 
familiar faces is blended with the consciousness of the pr 
sence of our pioneers, and we unitedly rejoice at the grot. 
which come to our once deapised cause, Our lights 
growing stronger, and the shades of dark ignorane am 
disappes ing. e are here to^ spread that light iac 
and to thank and greet those who in years gone by well 
truly laid the foundations of spirit communion, .,. 
We are called ''disturbers of the dead." The fact is the 
what is dead cannot be disturbed, and it is the spiritandi 
who have disturbed us. They have always disturbed m 
since I was a tiny tot. Even before I had ever heard 
* they disturbed me. They came and told s 
"Mouse yourself, there's work to be done, a world yh 
ut right," and they keep disturbing me whenever I wod 
fail in my duty. They disturbed the Fox sisters 72 yes 
ago. It is not the dead who do this, but the living -e, 
are alive. They used to exist on earth, but now they lires 
abundant life. There are no dead, for all are parts of it 
and God is the Eternal Life. 

The Chairman alluded to the wonderful 
Spiritualistic thought, and the progress which ix ke 
made, A demonstration such as the present ga 
showed them how well and truly the foundations of 
movement had been laid by the pioneers of the past, asi 
was an inspiration to know that these great souls wore 
them that day sharing in their victory. He alluded tọ% 
fact, that some old workers were laid aside by rd 
ability —Mrs. Butterworth had fallen and broken her 
bone, whilst Messrs, Hanson G. Hey and John M 
wero lying in precarious health; and since last years 
had p behind the veil. Spiritualists had one great t 
to encourage them, Every worker who p 


ae 


asses to the 

life was a source of strength to them, and he believed it 
their work a» much as ours which had brought the 
ment to its present strength. To-day it was true 
Spiritualism, like a certain brand of toffee, was in 

y's mouth. Who would have thought twelve month 
that the Vale Owen script would be published b 
and enter nearly a million homes per week? 

Mr. Berry dealt with the subject of the symbolim 
Kastor, nnd suggested that the Hydesville incidents 
ring at Kastertide was not an aceident, Seventy-two 
ago religion was feeling the attacks of Rationalism 
terinlism, and was sorely pressed, ‘To-day the Qut 
terpretation of the universe had won through—law 
supreme, and the miraculous had been pushed further 
but the spiritual world, as the force behind this one, v» 
— We had done more than our shire to scour 
ros * 


Bonnow is hard to bear, and 1 


ach suff hi hia 1 RI iis 
, a eme woal and w 
But God earn fer dd ere ren car, 


‘The reat may reason and w 


rw 
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MEDIUMSHIP OF MRS. SUSANNA 
m Jam HARRIS. 


front FROM THe PRESIDENT OF run NOHRWEGIAN BoCHTY 
Or BFIRITUALISTS, 

Mr. J. E. Castberg, the President of the Norwegian 
i: dety, sends the following notes on the recent visit to 
Norway of tho Rev. Susanna Harris : — 

— received your kind invitation to give a brief report of 
ur investigation of the mediumship of Mrs. Susanna Harris 
* ibited before the Norwegian Society of Psychical 
p ch at Christiania. 
. Mrs Harris told me she was not treated with the cor- 
lality and consideration at Christiania that she had ex- 
od, and the séances were held in bare schoolrooms, not 
tractive and inducive to good results; she had to spend 
of the time in her room, and felt the need of sympathy 
; she has evidently had experience of the fact 
those Who use Spiritualism for religious and philan- 
pic purposes treat their mediums with more regard and 
^s than those who use them for material and psychical 
ments only, for she told me she would come to our 
ty and give her services for a very small compensation 
than accept the liberal fee she obtained at the hands 
experimental society. 
informed me that when she had given about half of 
séances agreed upon, she was told they were not satis- 
to the members, and asked if she would give a special 
stsdance.”’ She agreed to this, provided she could select 
persons to be present; this was granted, and she 
ted my wife and an English lady and myself. We were 
present, 

Mrs. Harris a to the proposal of the Society or its 
Wader that she, in the presence of four ladies, should disrobe 
ntirely {for investigation of her 3 and should have 
hor fect firmly tied and her hands securely held (I held her 
hand at her request, and a Professor her left hand). 
feet, in my opinion, were too firmly tied, for afterwards 
hò felt it advisable to call a physician, who examined her 
et, with the result, as she told me, that he advised her to 


d 


© 


t home “disgraced,” as she expressed it. 
During this test 1 the room was entirely 
firk; the people, I should judge about a dozen in number, 
st in a circle, the medium one of the circle and two trumpets 
the middle. I was the first who received a few short 
ds from a young girl called “Harmony” through the 

|n and later a gentle touch on the forehead by one 
E trumpets; the other members received similar 
changes and touches. 
For my part I have always considered trumpet séances 
rimitive, "use we only get short, abrupt sentences 
through them; trance and writing mediums T consider 
ihe most satisfactory, and through these means I have, in 
England, the United States, and especially in Sweden, ob- 
ined beautiful, eloquent and inspiring orations and also 
mdinary communications. Both my wife and I have wit- 
hr Mire ec séances before, and are conrinced that Mrs. 
Harris's test séance was genuine; and that evening several 
f the members present expressed the view that this was the 
best wance Mrs, Harris had given, and, according to my 
collection some snid they were satisfied that the séance 
' genuine, but as to this, in my opinion, their verdict was 
very valuable on account of their limited experience on 
matters, My wife and I have had nearly twenty years’ 
xperience in all kinds of séances in the above mentioned 
puntries, but to us a séance room is a temple, and the 
nce itself n veritable religious service; in such conditions 
ly can good resulta be expected. 
Tam confident the Society acted in good faith, but its 
ders ought to learn how to regard and treat à medium and 
ow to conduct a séance before they can expect to obtain the 
d results, for we know that mediums, as well as communi- 
ting spirits, are very sensitive to harmony and disharmony, 
low and high motives ns also expressed in our aura and 
the vibrations we create during the séance. 

J. E, CasraERG, 
President of the Norwegian Society of Spiritualists. 

Tlevoldsveien 69, 

Christiania, Norway. 
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A CLERGYMAN'S EXPERIENCE. 
Mr. J. Rutherford (Roker by the Sea, Sunderland) 


writes: 

_ Spiritualism has taken deep root in Sunderland, and, as 
might be expected, has aroused great opposition from the 
official Church. Recently the clergy met in conclave and 
discussed what should be their attitude to the subject, and 
two ignorant anti-Spiritualist lecturers have visited the 
town One of them the Rev. Mr. Myers, Vicar of South 
Moor, Durham gave a mere tirade of abuse against Spirit- 
nalism and Spiritualists, and in some of his remarks there 
was such a perversion of the truth that his own adherents 
felt he had furthered the canse he came to crush. The Rev. 
II. T. Lovejoy, vicar of St. Cuthbert's, Monkwearmouth, 
very ably replied He said Spiritualism could not be dis- 
posed of by abuse and worthless assertions. He had been 
a student of Psychic Research for some ten years, and while 
there doubtless existed perversions of Spiritualism, it must 
be acknowledged that it covered an immense field of beautiful 
conceptions and of psychological problems well-nigh in- 
numerable. He had himself ‘heen favoured with many 
positive proofs of survival of bodily death. — Time would only 
allow him to adduce one instance. A young man, who fell 
in the war, communicated with him through a medium in 
whom he had implicit confidence ~and gave complete details 
of his death, and these details were afterwards fully con- 
firmed by the official information, The so-called — sub- 
conscious" could not adequately account for this. In his 
pastoral visits he called at a house which was said to be 
“haunted” by what was termed an “earth-bound’’ spirit. 
By the help of a medium, the unhappy one, a lady, was com- 
municated with and the means of grace pointed out to her. 
As she had not been seen since, it was hoped that she had 
heen emancipated from the trammels of earth. As wide- 
spread scepticism prevailed as to immortality it was the 
duty of the Church to meet this, and also to show the 
bereaved that death was not in the end a calamity, but à 
boon—the supreme manifestation of man's exceptional pre- 
rogative as chief among God's creatures, 


SPIRIT MESSAGES AND GREAT NAMES. 


By Luus WIIII Ss. 


In regard to Dr. Hiram Corson's compilation of messages 
»rporting to be from the Brownings, Walt Whitman, 
Phillips Brooks, Longfellow, Goldwin Smith, and other 
famous persons, us well as from his wife, daughter, and two 
sons, who had all passed on; may T say that the important 
fact about the communications in this book* is in that, 
although they purport to come from those distinguished 
people, they were yet all among his personal and most inti- 
mate friends here in this life! This fact differentiates the 
book from such an one as “The Twentieth Plane," say, where 
the communicators of its editor, Dr. Watson, purported to 
be Victor Hugo, Plato, Emerson, George Eliot. Swinburne, 
Voltaire, and heaven knows who, not one of whom had any 
relation to Dr. Watson save that of author and reader. Now 
Dr. Corson was in personal relations with every one of Ins 
(alleged) communicators. With Browning he had been on 
what it is no exaggeration to call intimate terms from about 
1590 until the death of the poet in 1889. Mrs. Browning he 
never saw; but as so close a friend and so wonderful an 
interpreter of Browning’s poetry, who shall say that Kliza- 
beth Browning, in that exquisite love that consecrated the 
union of the married poets, did not come into knowledge of 
her husband's friend” Robert Browning wrote to Dr. 
Corson in one letter (that I have myself read) that if only 
for Dr. Corson's appreciation alone, he should feel repaid 
for writing the entire body of his poetry, Dr. Corson was 
for many years a public reader of the poems of Browning, 
Walt Whitman, and also of Shakespeare, 1 before 
great audiences in many « ities. He visited Browning twice 
in London; and in November of 1889 (it heing Dr. Corson's 
Sabbatical year at Cornell University where for more than 
forty vearsa he held the Chair of English Literature) he and 
Mrs. Corson were in Venice and the two weeks just preceding 
Mr. Browning's illness and death the two friends were almost 
constantly together. — Goldwin Smith was a Professor in 
Cornell, and between him and Dr. Corson existed à warm 
friendship. Walt Whitman he knew and visited. Phillips 
Brooks was one of his oldest friends, dating from the early 
ministry of the great Bishop, in Philadelphia, when Dr. 
Corson was then the young President of Girard College in 
that city, So I could run on showing the close relations, 
in this part of life, between Dr. Corson and most of the 
communicators, These facts have so determining a bearinu 
on the book that they should have been incorporated into it 
ns compact of it« contents. 
The Brunswick. Boston, U.S.A, 
Mareh 18th, 1920, 


Ix this time of erisis we have to decide whether we shall 
turn our backs upon the sunrise and worship the past, or 
her, with eyes wide open, we shall march forward 


w 
towards the dawn, H. SNELL, 


„ “Spint Messages,” hy Puorssson Hias Cousos, M.A., 


I. I, D., vide bront of Fe wuary 28th, 1920 (p. 65), 
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SPIRITUALISM THE SCIENCE OF RELIGION. 
By B. M. Gopsan. 


The question is often asked, Is Spiritualism religion or 
is it merely science? The answer seems to be that it is 
both—that it is the science of religion. And becanse it is 
both it cunnot be bound by any of the restrictions from 
which either the one or the other is frae. As religion its 
scope cannot be limited to the range of our material senses, 
end as a science its progressive course cannot be laid off in 
advance so as to he in accord with any supposed natural law 
or with any preconceived dogma. In truth Spiritualism is 
doing for religion to-day precisely what the modern inductive 
method has already accompli for the physical sciences. 

F. W, H. Myers evidently had Spiritualism in mind, 
and was preparing the way for it, when in his “Modern 
Essays” he said that perhaps mankind have begun their study 


of the invisible world at the wrong end—the end from whicli 


in times past they. 


of the physical world. Let us read from his essay on 
n," page 225:— 

“The parallel is an instructive one. For we shall find, 

rhaps, on examination, that the old philosopher's 
Socrates) despair of discovering the truth about the 
physical world, and the modern savant's despair of discover- 
ing the truth about the spiritual world, are the reactions 
against precisely the same form of error on the part of 
those who have taken in hand to expound the mysteries uf 
the visible universe or of that which is unseen. — For tho 
founders of pam have hitherto dealt in the same way 
with the invisible world as Thales or Anaximander dealt 
with the visible. They have attempted to begin at once 
with the highest generalisations. Starting from the exis- 
tence of a God the highest of all possible truths, and the 
least capable of Feing accurately conceived or defined they 
have proceeded downwards to explain or justify His deal- 
ings with man. They have assumed that the things 
which are of most importance to us are therefore the things 
which we are most likely to be enabled to know. . . But 
all alike have agreed in disdaining any knowledge of things 
unseen save such as is of a lofty character, and capable of 
throwing direct light on the destinies of man. 

"Tt is possible that in all this mankind have begun at the 
wrong end The analogy of physical discovery, at any 
rate, suggests that the truths which we learn first are not 
the highest truths, nor the most attractive truths, nor the 
truths which most concern ourselves, The chemist begins 
with the production of fetid gases and not of gold; the 
physiologist must deal with bone and cartilege before he 
gets to nerve and brain. The more interesting to us 
anything is, the less, and not the more, are we likely to 
know about it. We must learn first not what we Gre most 
eager to learn, but what fits on best to what we know 
— f. Let us apply this analogy to the spiritual 
world, 


It is for this reason that our phenomena are looked down 
upon as mean and trivial. ‘The earliest observed facts 
“relating to any branch of science, though destined, perhaps, 
to overthrow some time-honoured a priori assumption, have 
always been regarded as contemptible by the orthodox science 
of the day. Not until our facts can be reduced to law will 
they appear otherwise than insignificant to the conventional 
mind sven though they are fraught with significance. 

But is it possible for us to determine the laws of spirit 
by generalising a multitude of observed facts—after the 
manner in which we construct the laws of science? Living 
in à material world, with nothing but material senses to work 
with, it would seem that without the aid of spirit coadjutors 
we should strive in vain to comprehend and to synthesise 
the manifold interactions between spirit und matter: other- 
wise revelation had not been extended to us. This need of 
direct co-operation between mortals and spirits seems te con- 
stitute the point of contact where science merges into 


religion. 


OUIJA-BOARDS AS TOYS. 


Mr. De Brath writes to us:—I observe in "The Occult 
Review" for the current month, the following observation 
in its Review of Periodical Literature ‘Rays from the 

Crow discusses the work being done in America for 

the betterment of children, but adds that a most dangerous 
foe is to he found in almost every toy department in the 
United States; this is no less than the Ouija-board in all 
its varieties. They occupy long shelves, reaching from floor 
to ceiling. The fact is certainly significant of what another 
contemporary calls the ‘psychic craze’ in America. We 
&gree that the Ouija-board is about the last plaything to 
put in the hands of children.” , 

Tt seems to mo also to be sheer insanity, Or is it possible 
that the spirit-world can guard children so that what they 
receive in this way shall be pure and free from the bias of 

lt minds on whom the walls of the prison-house have 
clowd? But the dangers seem to me appelliag, and a deadly 
menace to the whole movement. 

I should feel much indebted to any American correspon- 
dent of Lrewr who would kindly enlighten me how far the 
above extract represents facets, what are the conse- 

quences ns far as ix known. 
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"LIGHT" SUSTENTATION FUND, 1920. 

In addition to donations recorded in previous issues, wo 
have to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of the 
following :— 
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RC. C. * 0 10 6 
Mrs. E. H. Turner 0 5 0. 


CHILDREN IN THE OTHER LIFE. 


“The Nurseries of Heaven," Edited by the Rev. G. Vale 
Owen and H. A. Dallas (Kegan Paul, price 5/-). This ix 
R volume by various writers concerning the future life of 
children, and the narratives “are given in good faith by 
those who write them“ The book is not put forward a 
evidential, but is offered to mothers. But although not 
given as evidence, there is much that is evilential in it. I | 
may mention in passing that to a dear friend of my own 
whose life-work was the training of children, in which dle 
was remarkably successful, I sarod (through her chosen 
automatist) some questions on her present occupations. The — 
replies were to the effect that she still had children to teach! 
that she showed them the consequences of right-doing and 
wrong-doing in earth-lives, both during embodiment ‘and 
afterwards; that the instruction was not verbal as with us 
but by selection of actual lives and actual results. The 
extracts from letters which follow on the essays in this book | 
contain many instances vouched for as true, which | 
amount to a body of evidence for the growth of children in 
spirit life, in the sense in which souls grow, ie., by the 
development of character. That many seem to remain 
children, even in mind, for years of our time, may be a 
counted for by three conclusions drawn from other sources: 
(1) In Spirit-life there is no “Time” in our sense of the 
word; (2) the memory which is to us now subconscious can 
revert to any stage of development for definite purposes; 
and, (3) there are no set phases of infancy, childhood, adol 
escence, maturity, senility, and death such as are associated 
with our present evolutionary stage. € presentment of 1 
personality can, therefore. always be such as will be recoz-]- 
nisable by those who would fail-to realise it under any other 
form. Indeed, the concurrent testimony of so many accounts 
of child-mediumship, or rather of soul-faculty in children} 
is worth far more as evidence than pages of wire-drawn] 
quasi-scientific inferences on felapathy or thought-tran-] “ 
ference. It is the moral beauty, in complete accord with] 
experimental facts, that really carries conviction to fully 
sane minds; and the events recorded in this volume are à 
beautiful as they are true. It is refreshing to turn fron 
the foolish “occult” novel to the pure atmosphere of thee f 
pages. How any person can dare to write such wicked 
slanders as that the Divine Love and its presentment ín 
Christ are ignored and never mentioned by mediums, would 
pass belief if one did not know how fanaticism can blind th 
eyes of those who do not want to see. V. C. D. 


| 
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SPIRITUALISM: THE PERSONAL SIDE. 


Mr. J. Scott Battams, M.R.C.S., writes: h 

It seems impossible to read Mr. de Brath's sixth article amy 
Dr. Ellis Powell's glowing vision of the future without reali- | 
ing how great a part personalities play in such a movement " 
as Spiritualism. / 

um not a Spiritualist not even in the “outer court” 1 
as occultists have it, but I am deeply concerned as to onet 0 
attitude towards such a movement. f 

When one sees it inspiring such passionate devotion ani M 
such vehement opposition, thoughtful people realise that d$ 
very least it cannot he mg And this feeling gong 
when one considers the personalities on either side. \ 
if as in my own case—one claims personal friendship wiii 
distinguished protagonists and anta Conde. these opposing lil 
inffuences seem to bring about a stable equilibrium, and omi 
— to take sides, and begins to study in order to unde- 
stand. 

Of course one should refer such problems to the touch i 
of the conscience and the critical judgment; but even the 
the simple and uninstructed enquirer will be largely influence q 
by personalities, as Mr. McCabe well knows. 

f this be true, ond even trite, then those who exerce E 
such an influence may well weigh both speech and writing. | 
— d—— — i 


idea that in Spiritualism the medium touches the a | 


eat many Spiritualists who would accept thi ! 


odium. theologicum is so apparent in this s 
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10-MORROW'S SOCIETY MEETINGS. | MAN'S SURVIVAL AFTER DEATH, 


or The Other Side of Life in the Light of Scripture, 
Human Experience and Modern Research, 


By the REV. CHAS. L. TWEEDALE, 
Vicar of Weston, Otley. 


Some or THE Coxtents—Our Father's House—The Witness of 
Christ—and of the Apoatles—Christ's Mission to the World —Reality v4 
of the Resurrection— Excursions of the Spiritual Body —Appearancea 
Shortly After Death—And Long After Death Familiar Scenes Re- 
visited —Premonitions—Objectivity of the Spiritual Body —Clairvoy- 
ance and Clairaudience —Evidence of the Direct Voice —Materialiss- 
tion—Psychic Photography —Levitations—Fire Proofings—Apporte— 
Modern and Biblical Phenomena—Historical Evidence—Testimony l 
of Modern Scientista—Attitude of Religion, &c. 


fasse notices are confined to announcements of meetings on the coming 
Sunday, with the addition only of other engagements In the same 
week. They are charged at the rato of 1s. for two lines (including the 
name of the society) and Gd. for every additional line, 


The Marylebone Spiritualist Association, Ltd., Steinway 
Hall. Lower Seuymour.street, W.1.—6.30, Mrs. Wesley 
Adams. April 25th, Mr. Ernest Meads. 

The London Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge Place, W.2. 
-U, Mr. Thomas Ella; 6.30, Mrs. Worthington. Wednes- 
day, 21st, 7.30, Mr. Robert King. 

Church of the Spirit, Windsor-road, Denmark Hill, S.E.— 


I, Miss A, Smith; 6.30, service. : New and Enlarged Edition. Cloth, 582 pages, 1!/- net 
Walthamstow.—342, Hoec-street.—7, Prof. Jas. Coates, E post tree. 

address. Orrice or *LionT," 6, Queen Sqvare, Lonnon, W.C.1. 
Lewisham.—The Priory, High-street. — 6.30, Mrs — — n 

Graddon Kent. New Edition. Now Ready. 


Croydon. — 96.  High-street, —11, Mr. P. Scholey; 6.30, 
Mr, George Morley. i 

Peckham.—Lausanne Hall, Lausanne Road.—7, Mrs. 
Mary Gordon. 25th, Speakers from Lyceum, 

Shepherd’s Bush.—73, Becklow-road.—11, public circle; 
1, Mr. Blackman. Thursday, 8, Mrs. Brown. 

Kingston-on-Thames.—Bishop's Hall, Thames-street.— 
Mr. G. Tayler Gwinn, address. 

Woolwich and Plumstead.—Invicta Hall, Crescent-road. 
Sunday, 25th, 7, Mrs. Neville; public circle after service; 3, 
Lyceum. 29th, at 8, Mrs. M. Q. Gordon. Ail seats free. 

Wimbledon Spiritualist Mission, 4 and 5, Broadway. 
Isch, 11, Miss Wellbelove; 3, Lyceum; 6.30, Mr. George 
Prior. Wednesday, 21st, 7.30, Mrs. Boddington. Healing 
daily, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., except Wednesday and Saturday. 

Spiritualists’ Rendezvous, W. H. Smith Memorial Hall, 
4 Portugal-street, Kingsway.—Sunday, 18th, 7, Mr. A. Vout 
Peters, clairvoyance. Friday, 23rd, at Furnivol Hall, Hol- 
tom, . C., Prof. Jas. Coates, lecture, A Life's Experi- 


JESUS OF NAZARETH AND MODERN SCIENTIFIC 
INVESTIGATION, 


From the Spiritualist Standpoint, 
By Abraham Wallace, M.D. 


Highly Recommended by Sir A. Conan Doyle 
40 pages, 7id. nett post free. 
Orrice or '"Liour," 6, Queen Sovare, Loxpox, W.C.1. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 


THE HILL OF VISION, 
A FORECAST OF THE GREAT WAR, 


And of Social Revolution, with the Coming of the 
New Race. 


Gathered from Automatic Writings obtained between 1909 and 1912, 
and also in 19]8, through the hand of JOHN ALLEYNE, under 
the supervision of the Author, 


By FREDERICK BLIGH BOND, F. R. I B.A. 
Cloth, 134 pages. 7/I1 net post free. 
Orrice or Lrcnz," 6, Queen Sqvang, Lonpox, W. O. I. 


Brighton.—Athenaum Hall.——11.15 and 7, Mr. H. J. Os- 
born, addresses; 3, Lyceum. Wednesday, 8, Mr. A. J. 
Howard Hulme. 

Brighton —Old Steine Holl, 52a, Old Steine.—11.30 and 
i; Monday, 7.15, and Tuesday at 3, Mrs. J. Paulet (see 
special adyt.). 


"SO SAITH THE SPIRIT’ 
By a King’s Counsel. 

A continuation of the author's researches undertaken through the 
agency of his two young daughters, the first series of which was 
published under the title of * I Heard a Voice, or, thi 

Great Exploration." 


Srrertvatists’ RENDEZVOU8.—In the regretted absence of 
Mr. Wesley Adams, on Friday, the 9th, Mrs. Maunder 
(Brixton Society) kindly deputised at short notice, and gave 
an inspiring address and definite clairvoyant descriptions 
Mr, Seymour Evans (vice-president) presided in absence of 
Mr. H. J. Osborn, and the Hon. Secretary, Rev. Geo. Ward, 


detailed future Friday and Sunday programmes. The Sun- Sir A. Conan Doyle writ iT have read t srefully. Is 
1 Es 8 : : r 5 Sir A. Conan Doyle writes: ve read the I k carefully. 
diy services (starting on 18th with Mr. A. Vout Peters a i wonderful. The preface is the very Dess Soniming up ot wisi We 


leturer) would be run (nof in opposition to existing well- 
attended meetings) to supply an accredited venue for 
those enquirers unable at present to get in.—G. W. 


know of the life beyond that I have seen. It is quite masterly 

“This welcome volume embodies a continuance of its author's 
researches in Spiritualism published some time ago under the title 
‘I Heard a Voice.’ which aroused considerable comment and the 
hope for further communications from the same source on this all- 
important theme. — Occult Review." 


Cloth, 201 pages, 10s. 6d. net post free. 
Licur Office, 6, Queen Square, London, W.C. 1 


BOOKS BY E. W. and M. H, WALLIS. 


A GUIDE TO MEDIUMSHIP AND  PSYCHICAL 
. UNFOLDMENT. Cloth, 312 pages, 7/- net post free 

1 EXPLAINED. Boards, 96 pages, 2/2} post 
ree, 

HOW TO DEVELOP MEDIUMSHIP. Boards, 108 pages, 
2/24 post free. 

PYCHICAL SBLF-CULTURE. Boards, 102 pages, 2/2$ 
post free, 

PIRITUALISM IN THE BIBLE. Boards, 104 pages, 
1/84 post free. Cloth, 2/9. 


Ümo or “ Licat,”’ 6, Queen Square, Loxpox, W. C. I. 


* 


“THE BIBLE AND THE AFTER-LIFE." 


By the REV. WALTER WYNN. 


This beok, by the well-known author of Rupert Lives," throws 
astonishing light en the Bible. It is written with all tbe fire and 
glow of deep conviction. The Book of Looks becomes another Book 
as one reads this masterly work. Mr. Wynn startled the world with 
his exact predictions, based on biblical studies, as to the chief events 
of the war. This work will, we have no doubt, arrest even greater 
attention, and find a place in every bereaved home, No preacher can 
afford to fail to read it, and every person interested in psychical 
problems will find it of entrancing interest. 


Cloth, 327 pages, 10/6 nett post free. 
Orrice or “ Lieut,’ 6, Queen Sovane, Lowpow, W. CI. 
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Contact with the Other World. 


IHE LATEST EVIDENCE AS TO COMMUNICA- 
TION WITH THE DEAD. 

| By James H. Hyslop, Ph. D., LL.D. 

formerly Professor of Logic and Ethics in Columbia University. 

Cloth, 493 pages, 25/6 net, post free. 

— To order from 

Ornon or Lronr, 6, Queen Savane, LoNpow, W.C.1. 
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"THE NEXT ROOM. 
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SPIRITUALISM THE SCIENCE OF RELIGION. 
By B. M Govsat 


. The question is often asked, Is Spiritualism religion—or 
is it merely science? The answer seems to be that it is 
both—that it is the science of religion. And because it is 
both it cunnot be bound by any of the restrictions from 
which either the one or the other is free. As religion its 
scope cannot be limited to the range of our material senses, 
and as a science its progressive course cannot be laid off in 
adyance so as to be in accord with any supposed natural law 
or with any preconceived dogma. In truth Spiritualism is 
doing for religion to-day precisely what the modern inductive 
method has already accomplished for the physical sciences. 
F. W. H. Myers evidently had Spiritualism in mind, 
and was preparing the way for it, when in his Modern 
Essays” he said that perhaps mankind have begun their study 
of the invisible world ut tee prong end ihe end from pun 
in times past the their futile: and despairing study 
of the qnn maS d. Let us er from his essay on 
* Ernest Renan,” page 225 :— 

“The parallel is an instructive one. For we shall find, 

erhaps, on examination, that the old 3 
Socrates) despair of discovering the truth about the 
physical world, and the modern savant's despair of discover- 
img the truth about the spiritual world, are the reactions 
against precisely the same form of error on the part of 
those who have taken in hand to expound the mysteries of 
the visible universe or of that which is unseen. For tho 
founders of religion have hitherto dealt in the same way 
with the invisible world as Thales or Anaximander dealt 
with the visible. They have attempted to begin at once 
with the highest generalisations. Starting from the exis- 
tence of a God—the highest of all possible truths, and the 
least capable of being accurately conceived or defined—they 
have proceeded downwards to explain or justify His deal- 
ings with man. They have assumed that the things 
which are of most importance to us are therefore the things 
which we are most likely to be enabled to know. . . But 
all alike have agreed in disdaining any knowledge of things 
unseen save such as is of a lofty character, and capable of 
throwing direct light on the destinies of man. 

“Tt is possible that in all this mankind have begun at the 
wrong end The analogy of physical discovery, at any 
rate, suggests that the truths which we learn first are not 
the highest truths, nor the most attractive truths, nor the 
truths which most concern ourselves, The chemist begins 
with the production of fetid gases and not of gold; the 
physiologist must deal with bone and cartilege before he 
gets to nerve and brain. The more interesting to us 
anything is, the less, and not the more, are we likely to 
know about it. We must learn first not what we are most 
eager to learn, but what fits on best to what we know 
already. Let us apply this analogy to the spiritual 
world.” 


It is for this reason that our phenomena are looked down 
upon as mean and trivial. ‘The earliest observed facts 
“relating to any branch of science, though destined, perhaps, 
to overthrow some time-honoured a priori assumption, have 
always been regarded as contemptible by the orthodox science 
of the day. Not until our facts can be reduced to law will 
they appear otherwise than insignificant to the conventional 
mind even though they are fraught with significance. 

But is it possible for us to determine the laws of spirit 
by generalising a multitude of observed facts—after the 
manner in which we construct the laws of science? Living 
in 4 material world, with nothing but material senses to work 
with, it would seem that without the aid of spirit condiutors 
we should strive in vain to comprehend and to synthesise 
the manifold interactions between spirit und matter: other- 
wise revelation had not been 1 to us. This need of 
direct co-operation between mortals and spirits seems to con- 


stitute the point of contact where science merges into 
religion. 
OUIJA-BOARDS AS TOYS. 
Mr. De Brath writes to us I observe in The Occult 


Review" for the current month, the following observation 
in its Review of Periodical Literature “ ‘Rays from the 
Rose Cross’ discusses the work being done in America for 
the hetterment of children, but adds that à most dangerous 
foe is to be fonnd in almost every toy department in the 
United States: this is no less than the Ouija-board in all 
its varieties, They occupy long shelves, reaching from floor 
to ceiling. The fact is certainly significant of what another 
contemporary calls the ‘psychic craze’ in America. We 
agree that the Ouija-bonrd is about the last plaything to 
put in the hands of children,” 

Tt seems to mo also to be sheer insanity, Or is it possible 
that the spirit-world can guard children so that what they 
receive in this way shall be pure and free from the bias of 
adult minds on whom the walls of the prison-house have 
closed? But the dangers seem to me appalling, and a deadly 
menace to the whole movement i 

I should feel much indebted to any American correspon- 
dent of Ligur who would kindly enlighten me how far the 
above extract representa facts, and what are the conse. 
quences us far a9 is known, 


ET Gera 
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Ihe Nurseries of Heaven," Edited by the Rev. G. Vale 
Owen and H. A. Dallas (Kegan Paul, price 5/-). This ix 
à volume by various writers concerning the future life of 
children, and the narratives “are given in good faith by 
those who write them.“ The book is not put forward x 
evidential,” bnt is offered to mothers. But although not 
given as evidence, there is much that is evilential in it. | 
may mention in passing that to a dear friend of my own 
whose hfe-work was the training of children, in which she 
was remarkably successful, I Added (through her chosen 
automatist) some questions on her present occupations. The 
replies were to the effect that she still had children to teach 
that she showed them the consequences of right-doing and 
wrong-doing in earth-lives, both during e and 
afterwards; that the instruction was not verbal as with us 
but by selection of actual lives and actual results. The 
extracts from letters which follow on the essays in this book 
contain many instances, all vouched for as true, whic 
amount to a body of evidence for the growth of children in 
spirit life, in the sense in which souls grow, i.e., by th 
development of character. That many seem to remain 
children, even in mind, for years of our time, may be s- 
counted tor by three conclusions drawn from other sources 
(1) In Spirit-life there is no “Time” in our sense of th 
word; (2) the memory which is to us now subconscious can 
revert to any stage of development for definite purposes; 
and, (3) there are no set phases of infancy, childhood, add. 
escence, maturity, senility, and death such as are associated 
with our present evolutionary stage. The presentment of 3 
personality can, therefore. always be such as will be recog- 
nisable by those who would fail-to realise it under any other 
form. Indeed, the concurrent testimony of so many accounts 
of child-mediumship, or rather of soul-faculty in children, 
is worth far more as evidence than pages of wire-drawn 
quasi-scientific inferences on ftelapathy or thought-trans 
ference. It is the moral beauty, in complete accord with 
experimental facts, that really carries conviction to fully 
sane minds; and the events recorded in this volume are as 
beautiful as they are true. It is refreshing to turn from 
the foolish ‘‘occult’’ novel to the pure atmosphere of thee 
pages. How any person can dare to write such wicked 
slanders as that the Divine Love and its presentment in 
Christ are ignored and never mentioned by mediums, would 
pass belief if one did not know how fanaticism can blind the 
eyes of those who do not want to see. V. C. D 


SPIRITUALISM: THE PERSONAL 


Mr. J. Scott Battams, M.R.C.S., writes: 

It seems impossible to read Mr. de Brath's sixth article and 
Dr. Allis Powell's glowing vision of the future without realis 
ing how great a part personalities play in such a movement 
as Spiritualism. 

I am not a Spiritualist—not even in the “outer court,” 
as occultists have it, but I am deeply concerned as to ones 
attitude towards such a movement. 

When one sees it inspiring such passionate devotion and 
such vehement opposition, thoughtful people realise that a 
very least it cannot be ignored. And this feeling grow 
when one considers the personalities on either side, And 
if, as in my own case one claims personal friendship with 
distinguished protagonists and antagonists, these opposing 
influences seem fo bring shout a stable equilibrium, and ont 
refuses to take sides, and begins to study in order to under 
stand, 

Of course one should refer such problems to the touchstone 
of the conscience and the critical judgment; but even the 
the simple and uninstructed enquirer will be largely influenced 
by personalities, as Mr. McCabe well knows. 

ti this be true, and even trite, then those who exercie 
such an influence may well weigh both speech and writing, 


SIDE. 


Cynon MasrERMAN, in n recent lecture, enunciated the 
iden that in Spiritualism the medium touches the unseen a 
his own level, while in Christ one reaches up to the nnee 
at the highest level and at the very centre—tho Father 
There are à great many Spiritualisty who would accept the 
sition, for Canon Mästerman, by drawing n distinction ol 
ds own, rather misses the point that many devout Chris 
inn» are also devout Spiritualists. Of course, from os 
own point of view the question is not necessarily related te 
religious aspects at all. A Spiritualist may he a Christian; 
he may also be n Buddhist, n Moslem or a Jew, 1 
rather a pity that in the case of our national religion th 
odium theologicum is so apparent in this subject, 


| 
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Bunday, with the addition only of other engagements in the same 
week. They are charged at the rate of 1s. for two lines (including the 
name of the society) and 8d. for every additional line, 


The Marylebone Spiritualist Association, Ltd., Steinway 
Hall, Lower Seumonur-street, W 1 6 30, Mrs Weasley 
Adams. April 25th, Mr. Ernest Meads. 

The London Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge Place, W.2 
ll, Mr. Thomas Ella; 0.30, Mrs. Worthington. Wednes- 
day, 21st, 7.30, Mr. Robert King 

Church oj the Spirit, Windsor-road, Denmark Hill, S. E. 
II, Miss A. Smith; 6.30, service. 

Walthamstow.—342, IIoec-street.—7, Prof Tas Coates, 
address. 

Lewisham.—The Priory, 
Graddon Kent. 

Üroydon.—96,  High-street.—11, Mr. P. Scholey; 6.30, 
Mr. George Morley. 

Pam ci ousanne Hall, Lausanne Road.—7, Mrs 
Mary Gordon. 25th, Speakers from Lyceum. 

Shepherd’s Bush.—73, Becklow-roaud.—11, publie circle; 
T,Mr. Blackman. Thursday, 8, Mrs. Brown 

1 Thames.- -Bishop s Hall, Thames-street.— 
Mr, G. Tayler Gwinn, address. 

Woolwich and Plumstead.—Invicta Hall, Crescent-road 
Sunday, 25th, 7, Mrs. Neville; public circle after service; 3, 
Lyceum. 29th, at 8, Mrs. M. Q. Gordon, All seats free. 

Wimbledon. Spiritualist Mission, 4 and 5, Broadway. 
—l8th, 11, Miss Wellbelove; 3, Lyceum; 6.30, Mr. George 
Prior. Wednesday, 21st, 7.30, Mrs. Boddington. Healing 
daily, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., except Wednesday and Saturday. 

Spiritualists" Rendezvous, ty. H. Smith Memorial Hall, 
4, Portugul-street, Kingsway.—Sund: iy, 18th, 7, Mr. A. Vout 
Peters, clairvoyance; Friday, 23rd, at Furnival Hall, Hol- 
born, E.C., Prof. Jas. Coates, lecture, “A Life's Experi- 
ences." 

xt Kae um. Hall.—11.15 and 7, Mr. H. J. Os- 
born, addresses; 3, Lyceum. Wednesday, 8, Mr. A. J. 
Howard Hulme. 

Brighton.—Old Steine Hall, 52a, Old Steine.—11.30 and 
7; Monday, 7.15, and Tuesday at 3, Mrs. J. Paulet (see 
special advt.). 


Hiah-street. — 6.30. Mrs 


SrmrrvarisTS' RENDEZVOUS.—In the regretted absence of 
Mrs. Wesley Adams, on Friday, the 9th, Mrs. Maunder 
(Brixton. Society) kindly deputised at short notice, and gave 
an inspiring address and definite clairvoyant descriptions 
Mr. Seymour Evans (vice- preside nt) pre sided in absence of 
Mr, H. J. Osborn, and the Hon, Secretary, Rev. Geo. Ward, 
detailed future Friday and Sunday programmes. "The Sun 
day services (starting on 18th with Mr. A. Vout Peters as 
lecturer) would be run (nof in opposition to existing well- 
attended meetings) to supply an accredited venue for 
those enquirers unable at present to get in,—G. W 
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Mystery which hath been Hidden for Ages aud from Generations, 
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J. C. Street. With plates, Cloth. 124 6d. net. 
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The tenancy by the London Spiritualist Alliance of their present premises ceases on Lady Day, 


next year. 


It is desired to acquire by gift, purchase, or rent-payment, similar but larger 


premises in a Central position. These should, if possible, include a hall capable of seating 250 
people, a large room for library, book rooms, editorial rooms, and housekeepers apartments. 
Communications should be addressed to the DER 


London Spiritualist Alliance: Ltd., 


6, QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C. 1. 
Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week. 


TUESDAY, April 27th, at 3 p.m.— 
For Members ONLY. 
Séance for Clairvoyant Descriptions. 
No admission after 3 o'clock, 


THURSDAY, April 29th— 
Members Free; Visitors, 1s. 
At 7.30 pm.— ... Mr. SrANLEY pe Brats (V. C. Deserts), 
Address; “The Bearing of Spiritualism on the Needs 
of the Times,” 


FRIDAY, April 30th, 3.50 p.m.— 
Members Free; Visitors, 1s. 
Talks with a Spirit Control ... RS. M. H. Waris. 


Open Meeting for Written Questions of an Impersonal 
Nature Bearing on the Future Life. 


MEMBERS, One Guinea, 
For Syllabus and further particulars regarding the work of the 
Alliance apply to the Secretary. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 


BTEINWAY HALL, LOWER SEYMOUR ST., PORTMAN SQUARE, W. 1. 


SUNDAY EVENING Nexz, ar 6.30, MR. ERNEST MEADS. 
Weloome to all. Admission Free, Collection. 
Steinway Hall i» within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge’s, Oxford St., 


-and reef minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations. 


Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association. 


THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
13, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 


SUNDAY, APR APRIL 25ru. 
At 11 a. m. ai Sea 17 à MR. G. PRIOR. 
At 6.30 p.m. ... — MR. ERNEST HUNT. 
Wednesdny, April dth, at 7.30 p.m., Dr. W. J. Vanstone. 
Friday, 8303h, ‘ab 7.30, Mr. Ernest Hunt. 
Thursdays, Meoting for Inquirers, 4 p.m 


THE “W. T. STEAD” LIBRARY AND BUREAU, 
13a, Baker Street, W.1. 


READING ROOM AND RESTAURANT OPEN DAILY. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 27TH, AT 7 r. MM. MISS MeCREADIE. 
THURSDAY, APRIL 20TH, AT 3.30 b. . .. MRS. MARY GORDON. 
WEDNESDAY, 11 to 1230, Mrs. Seyforth i in attendance'for healing, 
Non-Members not admitted until 3.15 and 6.45 p.m. 
Members Free. Friends ls. 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST -MISSION, 


Passage botweon 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon.) 


— Arnim 25 TKH, 11 A. t. MH. W. P. SWAINSON. 
Subject: " Atlantis, the Story of a Lost Continent.” 


Zr. W. LYCEUM. 
6.30pm. .. MR. W. P. SWAINSON. 
Subject : ''St. Francis of Assisi.“ 
WED'SDAY, APRIL 28TH, 7.30 Fr. u. . MRS. JENNIE WALKER. 
Hestia. Daily, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., except Tuesday and Saturday. 


The International Home Circle Federation, 


(Affiliated with the ‘‘Spiritualists’ National Union"). 


Hon. Sec.; Miss M. BAINES, 8, Heath Close, Hampstead Way, N.W, 4 


A SPECIAL COURSE OF LANTERN LECTURES 


On Spirit Photography and Allied Phenomena 
Will be given by 
MISS FELICIA SCATCHERD 
At the Arts Guild Hall, 6, Queen Square, Southampton 


Row, W.C. 
(Near Holborn and Russell Square Tube Stations), 
On APRIL 27th and MAY II, at 7.30 pm. 


Chairman for April 27th—Rev. Warrer WtNN. 
Chair for May 11th — ViscouxTESS MOLESWORTH. 
Many of the photograpbs have been specially gathered from the Con- 


tinent, and are likely to cause much comment and interest, being 
entirely new to Eaglish audiences. 


Tickets to Single Lecture - 2a (including tax). 
May be had from the Hon. Sec. 


DELPHIC CLUB, 22a, Regent Street, S.W. 1. 


Sunday, April 25th, 7 p.m. Social Evening. 
Wednesday, April 28th, 5 p.m. Rev. A. H. Lee, Alchemy.“ 
Friday, April 30th, 5 p.m. Mr. Stavely Bulford. 


** Esoteric Symboliems.” 
For particulars of membership apply the Secretary. 
Visitors are admitted by invitation of a Member. 
Members’ Subscription : Town, 3 guineas; Country, 2 guineas. 


CHURCH OF HIGHER MYSTICISM, 


22, PRINCES STREET, CAVENDISH SQUARE, W. 


MRS. FATRCLOUGH SMITH is giving & series of Instructivo 

Addresses on The Human Aura," ** Aurio Colours,” &c., Every 

Sunpay AFTERNOON, at 3.15 o'clock, with illustrations and some 
delineations, 


Silver collection to defray expenses, No Sunday evening meeting. 


BRIGHTON SPIRITUALIST BROTHERHOOD, 
Old Steine Hall, 52a, Old Steine, Brighton, 


SERVIC zs—Sunday, 11.30 and 7 p.m. ; Monday, 7.15 p.m. ; Tuesday, 
3p.m.; Toursday 7.15 p.m. <A hearty welcome as all meetings. 
SUND AY, 11.30, Healing Service; 7, Flower Service. 
MONDAY D TUESDAY MRS. MARY GORDON. 
Admission Free, Reserved seats 1s. Silver Collection. 


Now Ready. 


THE GREAT DEBATE. 


THE TRUTH OF SPIRITUALISM. 


Verbatim Report of Debate EPUM Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle and Joseph McCabe. Revised 
by both Disputants. 


Paper covers, 64 pages, 1/2 net post free. 
Ligur Orrice, 6, QUEEN Square, Loxpox. W.C. I. 
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RACHEL 6/- net. 
COMFORTED 


Being the Conversations of a Mother in the Dark with her Child 


in the Light. 
By 


MRS, FRED MATURIN 


With Prefaces by Sir A. Conan Doyle and the late W. T. Stead 


These are the remarkable private Records of years of Conversations in 
her own home per planchette (with a reliable but quite inexperienced 
member of her household as the only other sitter), of the authoress with 
her child ** Sunny," aged thirteen at the time of his death.“ 

They began nineteen years ago, to the mother's own amazement, she 
also being new to the subject. They were then considered too far in 
advance of the times to publish, It was one of the cherished dreams of 
that great-hearted friend of the bereaved, Mr.W.T.Stead,that these simple, 
yet 88 conversations of a mother and child on the two sides of 
he Veil should be given toa sorrowing world when the appointed time 
came. He and Rachel met just before his fateful voyage on tlie“ Titanic,” 
and had Mr. W.T.Stead returned,the book was to have been published then. 
Certain chapters of the records bave ap at inte in “ Lieut,” 
and Mrs. Fred Maturin was inunda with 9 and touchiug 
letters from strangers of both sexes from all parts of the world requesting 
that she should publish her experiences in book- form. Sunny's "joyous, 
child-like and homely descriptions of his life in "my Happy Land." as 
he calls it, are, so far asis known, unparalleled throughout the world for 
their sustained individuality, continuity, consistency and simples in- 
. cerity as coming from an intelligent child. 

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE writes in his introduction : 

“This beautiful book. Most of us will rejoice that we have our rest-cure in 
such an earth-like heaven, or heavenly earth as Sunny describes,” 


MR. W. T. STEAD wrote in 1909: 

In this book the description of life on the Other Side is written by a child 
who lives there, who tells his mother day by day how he spends his time, what 
Lessons he ia learning, what map he is playing and who are his friends and 
companions, It is a remarkable story," 

A lady writes to Rachel: “J always feel that, though I hare never met 
Sunny.“ I kame him, since reading the recorda, better than most children of my 
acquaintance" Another of *Sunny's" many unknown admirers writes: 
t ix all so natural, simple and believable, What a privilege is ours.“ And 

zet another: “J? is ite naturalness and simplicity that makes it ring true.” 
he Chaplain of a well-known school writes: “ How cordially I welcome 
the appearance of the records and honour the motive which has prompted their 
publication. Excuse thia from a stranger.“ 

The perusal of this book must give the most hardened. sceptic cause to 
furiously think, it contains many evidences of incidents totally outside 
the knowledge of the two sitters, A charming portrait of Sunny" play- 
ing on a flute, is given asa frontispiece, and also one of **Sunny's" mother 
at tlie time of his childhood. 

The authoress, in her closing chapter. writes: Rachels of all lands and climes, 
to whom this book fs specially given, has my everlasting child, whose own great love 
bridged the grave, helped to dry your tears too? 

It is for parents and others to buy the book and reply. 


LONDON: HUTCHINSON & CO, PATERNOSTER ROW 
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WHERE THE “DEAD” LIVE. A Toxt-Book of Modern Spirit- 
ualism—sublime in its simplicity, enthralling in its emotional in- 
terest. and overwhelming in its appeal to the reason. A series of 
automatic messages, with inspired answers to the questions that 
are in every mind. 2/6 net. 


THE GREAT ORDEAL. I. S. Wappie. A capital up-to-date story, 
will prove exceedingly acceptable. Attractively produced. 2/6 net. 


THE NEW MERCURY. DoNALD MESSENGER. A capital little 
story, up-to-date, well told, 32 pages, tastefully produced. / net. 


A CORNISH PASTY. MARY ANDREWS. A specially commended 
work—well written, entertaining throughout. Pretty frontispiece 
and striking design on cover. 3,6 net. 

APPLES OF SODOM. Hypa Deaxr. Cloth and Gold, bevelled 
boards, A splendid novel, original in plot and in working out of 
same, 6 - net. 


Henn ROLAND," This book of 


THE SENSATIONAL LIST. N ; 
humorous adventures is specially suited for enjoyment by the 


Handsome Cloth and Gold binding. 3/- net. 


A little book that will 
1/6 net. 


good ; 


fireside. 


THE INVISIBLE CHAIN. Many DEANE. 
prove of real interest to al] readers, Very striking cover. 


THE DORAL VALSE. [Irvin Coorsn. Exceptionally 
highly commended. 2/. net, 


A U TH O R S are invited to submit Novels, Stories, Poems, Songs, 


Music, Plays, Essays, &c,, to Mr. Stockwell, who 
will immediately advise whether for Book 


ok Publication or Sale to Magazines. No 
Reading Fees. Typewriting not essential. New writers specially sought. Spirit- 
ualist MSS. very welcome. 


London: Arthur H.Stockwell,29, Ludgate Hill, E.C.4. 
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THE BRITISH COLLEGE OF PSYCHIC SCIENCE, 


59, Holland Park, London, W. 11. 


Hon. Principal: J. HgwAT MoKNZIE. 


The College is now open, and the Hon. Sec. can ses visitors and 
Prospective members between the hours of 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. daily, 
Prospectus on application, 

The College is specidlly desirous of furthering investigation in 


Psychic Photography, 


and the Secretary will be glad to make arrangements for experiments 
jn the Photographic rooms with any who can show that they have 
ability in this direction. 

Communications on the subject will be welcomed. 


Tn 
The 
Spirit 
World 


Proof 
Positive! 


HE amazing and true story of how 
this spirit photograph was taken 

and how the spirit face was afterwards 
identified, is told fully in the “LONDON 
MAGAZINE.” Names and addresses are 
given—nothing is hidden! Other re 
markable spirit photographs illustrating 
this wonderful article will be found in 


The 


LONDON Magazine 


Price 1/- 


Now on Sale. 


THE UNIVERSAL 
BADGE OF SPIRITUALISM. 


Brooch or Pendant in blue enamel and copper, 
Price 5s. 6d. post free from 


MRS. MONTGOMERY IRVINE, 
115, Ladbroke Grove, London, W. 1, 


“THE MEMPHIS” QUIJA BOARD 


Ideal for Investigators wishing to get ** Psychic 

Communications.” Silent, frictionless, portable. 

In neat case, with booklet of full, plain instruc- 
tions which can be understood by anyone. 


Small size (iin. by Bin.) 068 
Large size (iu. by 15in.) 15 9. 


R. N. T. NAYLOR, Carr Bank, Whatstandwell, DERBYSHIRE. 


OCCULT PRODUCTS 
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THE SCHOOL OF THE MYSTERIES, 


TUITION in the following subjects :— 


First extensions of breath, hearing, and touch, Foundational 
instructions for the unfoldment of consciousness through Intensive 


Sound Culture. 
MAUD MacCARTHY, 
The Basie or Platonic Solids, and Symmetric Form in relation to 


Creative Idea. 
HORACE WOOLLER, 


Musical Composition—Mode, Counterpoint, Harmony, Instrumen- 
tation, &., in the light of the Mystery Tradition. 
JOHN FOULDS. 


Symbolism of Number and Symmetric Form as a key to the 
Christian Gnosis, 
FREDERICK BLICH BOND. 


— 


Public Lectures at the School (Tube, Holland Park) - 


SUNDAYS, AT 8. MAY 28 — A System of Angelic Revel 
tions," Mavup MacCarray. 
WEDNESDAYS, AT 8.—Quesbion-Lectures are given by Maco 
MacCARTHY. 
THURSDAYS, APRIL 29TH AND MAY 6TH, AT 5.—Two illus 
| trated lectures on ** The Platonio Sslids—the Basio Principles 
of Symbolical and Magical Patterns, Ko. Horace Woorum 


Single Tickets, 3/- each, to be obtained through the post only, from the 
Hon. Sec., Fraternity of Bt. Bride, 8l, — — Louder f l. 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Some of our readers are much impressed by the 

quotation we gave from “The Guardian'' of the 19th 

ult. in Notes by the Way” (p. 105), viz., that ‘‘a wave 

of materialism is passing over the world, and it will 

need a wave of true Spiritualism to counteract it.“ 

Well, we would like to be able to say that our heart 

leaped up when we beheld this rainbow in the sky, but 

although the statement had its significance we did not 

regard it as anything especially remarkable. It was 
contained in a letter signed Nemo, and we do not 
know who “Nemo™ is. Moreover, as we have said 
before, the word Spiritualism is variously interpreted, 
and bears different meanings for different minds. We 
who are not accustomed to think in compartments, use 
it as embracing all the meanings which are usually 
attached to it; the largest as well as the smallest, view- 
ing it as a comprehensive idea. Just now we are 
witnessing a great clash of minds on the question, but 
most of them seem to be concerned about minor aspects, 
petty details which somehow seem to represent to the 
persons concerned the whole subject. Not that it 
matters very much. Spiritualism goes on enlarging 
its boundaries and multiplying its adherents in spite of 
all the Sir Oracles, the Dogberries, and the Partingtons. 
It advances not so much by its logie-force as by its life 

force. As one of its defenders said recently, it is pro- 
bably an evolutionary impulse. If that is so—and we 
are assured that it is—we need be under no apprehen- 
sions about its future. As for apologising for it, we 
would as soon think of trying to vindicate the planetary 
movements, or the ebb and flow of the tides. We have 
only to explain it to those who seek explanation. Tt 
will justify itself. We who stand for it should stand 
as heralds to proclaim it, rather than as advocates to 
plead for it, 

* * * * 


Many small intellectual movements have perished 
by renson of their lack of humour, and the greatest 
movements have gone woefully astray from the same 
cause. For it is a commonplace now that lack of humour 
signifies in essence a defective sense of proportion. In 
his brilliant book on Charles Dickens, Mr. G. K. Ches- 
torton thus writes on one aspect of the matter ;— 


People do not know how far mere good spirits will go. 
For instance, wo never think (as the old folk-lore did) of good 
spirits reaching to the spiritual world. We see this in tho 
complete absence from modern, popular supernaturalism of 
the old popular mirth. We hear plenty to-day of the wisdom 
fa tho 17 . world: but we do not hear, as our fore- 
athers did, of the folly of the spiritual world, of the tricks 
of fhe gods, and the jokes of the patron saints. Our popular 
tales teli us of a man who is so wise that he touches the su- 
pernatural, like Dr, Nikola: but thay never tell us (like 


the popular tales of the past) of a man who was so silly 
that he touched the supernatural, like Bottom the weaver. 
We do not understand the dark and transcendental sympathy 
between fairies and fools. 

Of course, Mr. Chesterton, while he touches a pro- 
found truth, handles it in a large and airy way with a 
little of his characteristic paradox. We are not at all in 
love with the silly side of Spiritualism (we have had 
rather too much of it). But we have never failed to 
observe that almost always its absurdities grew out of a 
lamentable dulness. That kind of person whom R. L. 
Stevenson described as the ''solemn ass'' was usually 
involved. "There is such a thing as taking oneself and 
one's ideas altogether too seriously. We have a con- 
stant object lesson in the results of dull, mirthless con- 
ditions at a circle: no gleam from ''the other side” can 
penetrate its lenden atmosphere. 


* HB B * 

Again we return to G. K. C. in his observations on 

the humour of Dickens. They are marked with deep in- 
sight: — 


We understand a devout occultism, an evil occultism, a 
tragic occultism, but a farcical occultism is beyond us. Yet 
a farcical occultism is the very essence of “A Midsummer 
It is also the right and credible essence 
of “Tho Christmas Carol." Whether we understand it de- 
pends upon whether we can understand that exhilaration 
is not a physical accident, but a mystical fact: that exhil- 
aration can be infinite, like sorrow: that a joke can be so 
big that it breaks the roof of the stars. By simply going 
on being absurd a thing can become godlike: there is but 


Night's Dream.” 


one step from the ridiculous to the sublime, 


It is one of the saving graces of this Spiritualism of 
ours that, however much it may be misrepresented by 
its dullards, it is a revelation of joy. All may not realise 
this at first, for it is a peculiarity of all great illumina- 
tions that they dazzle the eyes of some, and accentuate 
the darkness of all the gloomy corners into which they 
do not at once penetrate. Our world by long usage has 
learned not merely to tolerate but to reverence many 
customs that are so absurd that a humorist like Dickens 
could cover them with ridicule. But to the dull-minded 
these things have become so normal that ideas such as 
those which the spiritual revelation is bringing in are 
derided as foolish, immoral, unnatural. Yes, they are 
unnatural just in the same way as fresh country air is 
unnatural and even poisonous to the man who passes his 
life in a foul room, fusty from lack of ventilation. But 
let us go on bringing in light and fresh air, even though 
it leads to much squirming and cursing from those who 
have come to loathe it from long acquaintance with 


darkness and squalor. 


THE SUSTENTATION OF “LIGHT.” 


Tt may be that under the stress of continually rising ex- 
penses we shall be forced to follow the general move- 
ment by raising the price of Lieut (of which Mr. Withall is 
virtually the proprietor). Many of our friends in the past 
have been strongly opposed to this step, and by donations to 
the Maintenance Fund have enabled us to avoid it, but 
unless that Fund is generously supported just now we shall 
have to consider the question of advancing the price, and 
no longer remaining a solitary example of a psychic Journal 


kept nt pre-war rates for the sake of the poorer brethren. 


Wien one is attempting noble things, it is surely noble 
also to suffer patiently whatsoever befall us to suffer.— Prato. 
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SOME FEATURES OF THE 


OUTLOOK. 


ApbpRkRS vy Enos T 


PRESENT 


Powris, LL.B., D. 8. 

It is a little dificult to give a title to the address which 
Dr. Ellis T. Powell delivered before the London Spiritualist 
Alliance on the evening of the 15th inst., as, instend of 
taking up any special subject he preferred, on this occasion, 
to pass under review a few of the topics of psychical interest 
which are just now rather to the fore. 

The Chairman, Mr. Dawson Rogers, in opening the pro- 
ecodings, expressed his great regret that at the last meeting 
of the Council of the Allianee, the Acting President, Mr. 
Henry Withall, had felt it necessary to relinquish his office. 
The Alliance owed à deep debt of gratitude to Mr. Withall 
for his wise counsel and guidance, and the untiring services 
which he had rendered to the Society for the past thirty 
yours. Of late he had felt the need of rest, but Mr. Rogers 
hoped that Mr. Withall would still be able to preside at some 
of their meetings, With regard to the speaker of the even- 
ing, the Chairman felt there was little need to say much by 
way of introduction, He had given them many an intellec- 
tual repast in the past, and would, no doubt, give them 
another on that occasion. : ] 

Dn. Pow, began by warmly associating himself with 
the remarks which had fallen from the Chairman with refer- 
ence to Mr. Withall. “I have," he said, “experienced nt his 
hands a great number of personal kindnesses, and I should 
be wanting in courtesy and appreciation if I did not express 
my regret at his resignation. . I hope for Mr. Withall 
in his retirement many happy years, and that when the time 
comes for him to gross the frontier, he will have boundless 
arenes opening up before him, and find congenial work await- 
in un. 

Phe speaker then invited his hearers to join him in de- 
voting n little time to a survey of some feutures of the 
present outlook. It was always well, he thought, for the pro- 
tagonists of great movements to pause from time to time, 
and consider where they stood. 


Tus Question or FRAUD. 


He was delighted to find from the utterances of Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle at the Queen’s Hall that there was no disposi- 
tion whatever to shrink from tackling the question of fraud. 
There always had been, and probably always would be, ter- 
restriaily speaking, some clement of fraud hanging on to the 
skirts of great movements, ''Have not I chosen you twelve 
and one of you hath a devil?" He thought they must dis- 
tinguish five clearly defined types of fraud in relation ta-their 
cause, and it might conduce to clarity of thought if he stated 
what they were. In the first instance there was deliberate 
trickery, sheer swindling, downright humbug. Nothing that 
he could say, and nothing even more forcible which he might 
think, but must not say, could be adequate to characterise 
the diabolical conduct of the agents of this kind of thing. 
They were taking advantage of the most sacred and pathetio 
yearnings of the human spirit for the purpose of exploiting 
for their own pecuniary benefit, It was a welcome fact that 
yractically all the exposure of this kind of thing had come 

rom their own side of the table. They were even more keen 
to defeat it than were their critica and assailants. 

In the second place, they had bogus exposures by the 
Agent Provocateur, These, in nine cases out of ten, involved 
perjury of the most shameless type. Honest mediums were 
implored to give a séance in order to assuage the grief or 
lighten the spirit of some enquirer. When they had done 
so they found that these people were police agents of the 
most unserupulous type, who promptly haled them to the 
poliee court, and obtained a conviction by methods of the 
most dastardly character. : 

In the third place, there was undoubtedly occasional 
trickery by perfectly genuine mediums. The power of me- 
diumship was nearly always intermittent, We were foolish 
enough to leave the medium to gain his or her living by the 
exercise of his or her powers, with the result that they were 
often invoked at a time when they were not actively pre- 
sent, although the medium's bread and butter might de- 
pend upon their utilisation. It was in those circumstances 
that the medium was tempted by stern necessity to — out 
the absence of the genuine phenomena by producing bogus 
manifestations, One must condemn that kind of thing, but 
nt the same time it stood on a different footing altogether 
from the downright fraud of the first category, 

In the fourth place came what he would call “induced 
fraud.“ That arose from sitters of powerful mentality 
hypnotising the sensitive medium into the commission of the 
very ucts of which they suspected him, though he would 
have been guiltless but for their influence, They sat with 
their minds made np that he was fraudulent, and that his 
fraud was worked in a particular way, and their mentality 
unitedly operating on his sensitiveness induced, or, one might 
say, compelled, him to do the very thing which they con- 
jectured to bo the method of his mediumship. 

Finally, there was a fifth class of fraud planned and per- 
vetrated by extra-terrestrial opponents of investigation, 
These, although spirits themselves, desired to bring spiritual 
science into discredit, and to stop its progress. These in- 
fluences were among the anaipa litsi and powers of whioh 

the Apostle spoke, and against which the best of mankind 
were arrayed, The knowledge of the existence of such an- 
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among the deeper revelations of pkychio re 
«enrch 


Tour Autun or. BriuvervsnisM Towanosa CritsTIANITY 

Another topie of urgent contemporary importance wa 
the attitude of their whole movement towards Christianity 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle had recently stated that Christianity, 
at the moment, was like n train with the engine taken 
olf. Generated in psychic research, sustained by psychic in 
fluences, and based upon psychie philosophy, Christianity 
had chosen in the last few centuries to abandon these 
sources of sustenance and energy, and to fall back upon arid 
dogmatism, which satisfied nobody. That was one reason 
why the churches were so empty, and why they failed to 
grip the mass of the population as they should do, Yet 
when one eame to turn the light of psychic research upon the 
New Textament one was amazed to find that at every point 
it was in complete accord with the profoundest psychic 
truths. As they knew, he had himself, on many occasions, 
gone behind the English text, and analysed the original 
Greek for the purpose of showing how profound was the 
acquaintance of the writers with all the most elevated psychi 
knowledge. If they wanted the whole gospel of Spiritualism 
defined they would nowhere discover it better done than in 
n single verse from the Epistle to the Hebrews, ‘Are they 
not all ministering spirits sent forth to serve those who are 
on their way home?" (Heb. i., 14), and if they wanted a 
definition of the policy of enlightened Spiritualism they 
would find it in another verse from the same Epistle, ‘The 
removal of the things that can be shaken, in VE that the 
things which cannot be shaken may remain” (Heb. xii., 27) 
The truth, as he believed, was that psychic research was 
destined to he the greatest auxiliary which had ever come 
to the side of Christianity, and the most powerful branch of 
Christian apologetics. He thought that all psychic re 
searchers were now coming to recognise that the Founder of 
Ohristianity was Himself the greatest psychic personality 
who had ever visited this terrestrial sphere, and that He had 
descended from His exalted home in order to inform man- 
kind, as well as their limited powers of comprehension would 
allow, what were the plans of the Supreme Being for their 
welfare and their ultimate destiny. He did not believe that 
Christianity had anything to fear from the most incisive 
criticism which could be directed at it. Of course, there were 
parts of the Old Testament which, as the record of history, 
mußt be abandored, and there were passages in the New 
Testament which were obviously framed to meet the needs 
of the limited knowledge of the men to whom the words were 
originally addressed. To indicate these passages, to show how 
the human intellect had evolved beyond the stage which they 
represented, was legitimate criticism, and no honest adherent 
of the Christian faith, be he Anglican or Nonconformist, 
could possibly object to it. But he did regret to see that 
occasionally Spiritualists were led into repeating ancient 
and exploded arguments against Christianity, and thus into 
fostering the view assiduously disseminated by the enemies 
of psychic research, that there was ineradicuble hostility be 
tween that and Christianity itself. 

The speaker went on to give some recent instances of the 
kind of unfounded criticism to which he was referring, 

In that connection might he point out to them, and 
perhaps more especially to their opponents, how greatly 
psychic science, which lay at the root of all religion, has 
dignified religion itself, and he might even say the Person 
alities which lay behind it. Of course, that was true of 
science generally. The old idea was that the fiat, “Let 
there be light,’’ operated in almost a magical sense, and 
produced illumination. Modern science told them that in 
order to validate the fiat they must, in the first place, havo 
the luminiferous ether to carry the vibrations of light, and, 
in the second place, an organ of exquisite sensitiveness, viz., 
the human eye, capable of receiving and interpreting the 
vibrations. That analysis of the process, to his mind, im- 
mensely dignified the great Artificer in the eyes of His pro- 
geny, 

Vorne THROUGH Erurne UNION, 


With more immediate reference to psychic science he 
might refer to an admirable recent hook by Miss E. Katharine 
Bates, which pushed the frontier of psychic science still 
further into the unknown in a manner beyond all praiwe 
Miss Bates had started with the accepted scientific view that 
some new road of human evolution must be opened up il 
humanity was to advance much further, There was eminent 
medioal testimony that ‘it is perfectly impossible for the 
human race to bear ite present conditions of life at ite pre 
sent rate of tension and over-stimulated vitality unless some 
unforeseen change takes place in the present conditions of 
life," Mise Bates's view was that this unforeseen change 
would take place in the shape of a more direct and palpable 
funetion of the etherie body, We all knew that each of ux 
had nn etherie body, or à spirit body, as a counterpart of 
the physien] frame, She thought that it would gradually 
dawn upon the more advanced individuals that they were 
capable of some advance upon the mere physienl union re 
presented by human marriage, and that there mnst be a 
union on the etherie plane os well, quite capable of genera- 
ting offspring of n higher type than the physical, “T have 


sometimes noticed," apid Mien Bates, "quite young children 
in their eradles apparently smiling and often talking in their 
baby language to some unseen little companions, and T hare 

hother these may not have been some of the play- 


wondered w 
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fellows of the ordinary earth children,“ that is to say, the 


otheric off pring of the same or some other couple They 
would remember that Private Dowsing remarked that 
"physical birth and death are not for ever. Generation and 
dissolution ag known to you will be transformed and tran 


figured, Herein lieth a mystery that cannot yet be un 
velled." Miss Bates said—and he entirely agreed with her 
view—that probably in this direction there lay the real ox 
planation (if such a word was permissible) of the great epi 


xode of the Incarnation That is to say, the birth in that 
instance was actually generated from the highest etheri 
source, so that, instead of being a legend or a baseless fabri 


cation, the story represented what they would find ulti 
mately to be a scieutitic fact. Did it not seem highly probable 
that this great Psychic should Himsell appear through a 
more advanced stage in the evolution of the race—that 1s to 
say, a stago which probably represented their own next step 
when functioning from their own etheric spirit bodies as Bt 
Paul called them? The etheric body was not occult to the 
great Apostle. How he would have rejoiced, and probably 
how he did rejoice now in the iden that through a thoroughly 
orderly and evolutionary process, the most recently devel 
oped higher attributes of man and woman should come to 
gether and produce a finer race from their highest point 
of capacity, able one day to act directly from the other side 


Replying to questions at the close, Dr. Powell attributed 
the lack of proper care for the well-being of our medium» 
partly to the luck of appreciation of the need for such care, 
and partly to the fact that the movement up to the la 
three or four years had been a struggling om Now, how 
ever, that a number of people with more ample means were 
being attracted to it, he 25 ed to see steps taken at no 
distant date to set aside fund for the benetit of sensitive 
so that they should not be dependent on the exercise of their 
gifts, He quite agreed with Mr. De Brath's scheme for a con- 
lerence on the subject, 

Às to the intrusion of mischievous, or degraded, spirit 
at séances, every sensitive was guarded by a band of pro- 
tecting spirits, but these were not always able to prevent 
the undesirable element from occasionally slipping through 
Why such things should be permitted was a mystery, but it 
looked as if, in the Divine economy, the purpose was to 
force the investigator to use his brains for his own protec- 
tion. 

The meeting closed with a cordial vote of thanks to D: 
Powell for his deeply interesting addre 


PHOTOGRAPHY. 


Miss Felicia Scatcherd is surprisingly versatile. She ha 
long occupied a prominent position in the field of psychic 
research, and has spoken oftectively from many platforms. 
Hitherto, however, she has not, to our knowledge, lectured 
on Psychic Photography, accompanied by lantern views. But 
apparently nothing comes amiss to her. On Tuesday, April 
Iich, at 6, Queen Square, under the auspices of the Inter- 
national Home Circle Federation, she essayed this task, and 
succeeded brilliantly, Her high reputation as a speaker 
and thinker stood her in good stead on this occasion, for in 
spite of the cold and wet evening, there was a large and 
enthusiastic audience, Those who came were amply re- 
warded. "The chair was taken by the Rev. A. R. Crewe 
(U.S. A.). 

Miss Scatcherd has the enormous advantage of being 
able to show spirit pictures in which she herself was the 
central figure round which the supernormal happenings were 
registered They thus become endowed in a marked degree 
with a personal interest and vraisemblance. With other 
pictures, such as those centreing round Archdeacon Colley, 
Miss Scatcherd was also closely connected, and could speak 
of them at first hand, Her lecture was brimful of interest, 
which will continue since it was but the introductory one of 
n course of three to be delivered in the same hall, 

The second lecture is on Tuesday, April 27th, when the 
chair will be taken by the Rev, Walter Wynn. L. C. 


Wietnen the tale so simply told by G. Prior in The 
Mystie Builders" (C. Maurice Dobson, 1/9 net) represents 
an actual experience or is only a parable— probably the latter 
is the ense—matters little; it carries an effeotivo lesson. 
The story is put into the mouth of Ralph Easeway, part 
manager of a flourishing industry, who is visited by a coun- 
try cousin to Whom he shows with pride the lions“ of the 
town. In their walk they meet, among others, n High Church 
cergymun, a Indy of good social standing attired in Salva- 
tion Army uniform, a man held in some respect by his fellows 
but reputed to be an atheist, and a couple who, though oc- 
copying lucrative positions, dress rather meanly, We listen 
to Ralph's shallow judgments as they pass. The cousins part 
at a crossing, and the next moment Ralph, the critio—tho 
man who flatters himself that he Wenn mon is 
knocked down by a motor-'bus, Awaking on the ‘other 
sido” he ig given glimpses of tho lives of active beneficence 
led by the people he has slighted, and of tho homes they 
ore Woilding for themselves in the beyond, ond he learna 
that under all forms and creeds there ia only one renl ro- 
ligion—that of love. Ralph returns. to earth, but with n 
changed outlook on life. The Mystic Builders" would make 
a good little gift book, 


CLAUDE PENROSE: POE 


. ARTIST AND 
SOLDIER. 


Inr econmp o» A Fun, Live 
Beautiful in its binding, illustrations, and general get-up 
this big volume sent us by Messrs. Harrison," and the 
convent üt orthy of the casket That there 1 ĉon 
iderably more of the preface than there is of the poems 15 


no cause tor complaint, tor wonderfullv clever as tne latter 
ire (and some of the most original in conception and perfect 
in expression were written when their author was a lad ol 


ixteen at school) the greater interest attaches to the human 


document, the revelation of a character as strong as it waa 
pure and sweet and a mind in which the artistic temperament 


was blended with the energetic and practical. These latter 
features were strongly evidenced in Claude Penrose's arm 
career, for except a few personal friends, none of his soldier 


mates seems to have had any suspicion that the young officer 
with whom they were O eager to serve and who sho ved him- 


elf so capable and ready in all emergencies was an artist 
and a poet Of Claude's artistic abilities we are given 
good assurance by the re produc tion of some of his work—book 
plates,  water-colour sketches and beautifully designed 
Uhristmas card His literary talent he doubtless inherited 


from his mother, Mrs. H. H. Penrose, who is the author oi 
many novels and stories which have won high praise trom 
the critics and in which she introduces studies of her boy 
ab different age When war was declared Claude at once 
offered his services In his letters home and his diary we 
get a vivid picture of the progress of the war on the 
Western Front He was made a Major in October, 1917, 
was wounded while at his post of Battery Commander on 
July Silat, 1918. and died on the following duy He wa 
to have left on a month’s leave on August 3rd, and on the 
LOth he would have attained his twenty-fifth birthday. So 


ended an earthly career of the greatest promise At this 
point, the biographical sketch, after referring to some of 
Claude's psychic experiences, especially an extraordinary ad- 
venture at Woolwich (of which we are told that a detailed 
account “would be out of place anywhere except perhaps 


in the pages of Licnt’’) relates an incident which will be oi 
the greatest interest to our readers and with which we may 
well conclude this brief notice of a fascinating book 


[ne Stad THAT WAS Not WITHHELD 


On June 18th, 1918, a very dear friend, L. P., went from 
London to spend a day in the country with Mrs. Penrose, 
and during her visit mentioned the fact that she had met 
an exceptionally gifted psychic, who earned her living by 
her needle Mrs, Penrose entrusted L. P. with some verses 
of Clough's which had been copied out by Claude l'hese 
were sent to the psychic, who, however, was too busy at the 
time to attend to the matte! Some weeks intervened 
Then on July 15th, the psychic wrote to L. P. what she had 


‘sensed”’ 


The letter was not posted at once; then it was sent to 
L. P's London address, from which it was forwarded to 
Yorkshire, thence to Westmoreland, and did not finally 
reach L. P. until the morning of July 31st It was, how 
ever, actually in her hands several hours before Claude was 
wounded, and had, as already said, been written a fort- 
night earlier The psychic wrote 
The piece of poetry, I sense, was copied by a young 
man, an only son, age about 25, but his intellect is far 
adyanced for his years, and he is on a very high plane of 


humanity. Heo has a very strong character and his pro 
fession is military, by which I mean he is a regular officer, 
and has mainly to do with guns If he had been spared 


he would have had a very brilliant military career; but it 
he has not passed over already, he is just about to do so, 
for there is nothing more for him to do on this plane, — He 
will be badly wounded first, and will go over shortly after- 
wards, — Tell his mother, though, he passed away without 
any suffering. I feel so strongly from the writing that he 
is afely anchored at rest." 


Everything was exactly as she said The afternoon of 
the day on which the letter came, he was badly wounded, 
The next day he passed over—‘and all the trumpets 
sounded for him on the other side." s . There is 
nothing vague here. This is the sort of proof that holds 
good in a court of law. It came at a moment when one 
in despair cried aloud for n sign that spirit had not died 
with flesh; and it satisfied, — If there were nothing outside 
the visible, these things could not have been foreknown. 


Then he came no tangible presence in the home which 
he was to have reached on the very day when the news of 
his death was sent to it, but a felt influence so strony that, 
while its visits lasted, it could put grief to sleep. 


Husk up. Mrs, Utta Duffüs, of Penniwells, Elstree, 
Herts, acknowledges, with thanks, the following donation; 
Mrs, Green, £1 


* "Poems by Claude. L. Penrose, with a Biographical 


Preface" (Harrison and Sons, £1 1s, net). 
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London Spiritualist Alliance; Ltd, Sese Eni macy, moval denne Ee 


sense about devils, lunacy, mental degeneration, heres 
6, QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W. C.1. vulgarity and the like We beard no reasoned state 


ment indicating the view that, with a full up preciatior 


The Alliance possesses the largest Library in existence of occult, ol what Spiritun ism meant, and what Spiritus 
mystical, and psychical books. Members’ annual subscription £1 1s. desired to achieve, the critic vet conceived that it an] 
For prospectus, syllabus of meetings, classes, &c., apply to the thev were in the wrong. 


Secretary. Now to us spirit existence and spirit intercourse 


facts in Nature, and so far as we are correct m that view 


OPPOSITION: ITS USES AND ABUSES. we need have no qualms. It is quite useless to quarrel 


with the order of the Universe. ‘You cannot argu 
A Worp iN Season against the law of gravitation,’’ someone has said 
Strictly, of course, you can. We see many of our 
In polities the quality of a Government is gauged, to opponents doing what amounts to the same thing 
some extent at least, by the character of its Opposition, arguing against facts We are contented that th 
even by those who have not acquired the degree of shall be set right, but we see no reason for anger or in 
philosophical detachment that sees “an equal good in patience in ths matter. Doubtless it is equally part 
opposites. '' of natural law that every new revelation shall be resisted 
We have, in the past, dealt with this question, ex- to the utmost, so that when it is finally accepted À 
pressing the view that our opposition has a great and hold on human minds shall be secure and its validity 
valuable purpose to serve. We have never had any tested to the uttermost. ; 
complaint to mske about it on the score of its numbers l'here are those to-day who are not only prepared bu 
and strength, but we have often regretfully lamented even likely to suffer in mind, body and estate for thi 
its quality. Moreover, we deplored the fact that so truth they have reached in this matter of Spiritualism 
much of it was the opposition of inertia and indifference. We desire to see them protected and their persecutor 
And vet, somehow, it seemed to us that in the world- restrained and punished. We are more concerned on 
order there might be something to be said even for the this point than with the refutation of objections and 
aloofness of the general body of Scientists. arguments, many of which are too silly and trivial for 
In his address to the Society for Psychical Research serious attention This opposition by way of persona 
in the year 1894, the Rt. Hon. A. J. Balfour dealt with attack and injury is the one we find it impossible t 
one aspect of the matter, when, referring to the subject explain or excuse. It may have its uses, but we are 
of psychical inquiry, he said :— little concerned with them. This is the twentieth 
If we took it by itselí we should say that scientific men century, and the arguments of the intellectually 
have shown in connection with it a bigoted intolerance, an deficient are out of date. We have now a sufficient 
indifference to strictly scientific evidence which is, on the face body of enlightened opinion, social influence, and the 
of it, am reditable. I i BY although e e thes power of the Press behind us to give pause to those who 
Ursus wa € one w C 5 casy ationaliv A us f ant 
Precios there vu s creat deal son di of practic al Vision unable to resist the progress of the new idea in any 
in it than might appear at first sight. legitimate fashion, would seek to revive the methods of 
That is to say, as Mr. Balfour explained, no nation the fourteenth century. There are those who E 
or age can reasonably be expected to do more than the understand precisely what we mean by that statement 
particular work which lies before it at the time. Natural And we would bave them take note of it. 


science, he contended, had, during its comparatively = = 


short life, quite sufficient to do in building up the whol DOES SPIRITUALISM CAUSE LUNACY? 


body of the natural and experimental sciences "TN 
Science had at first attempted to include in its survey not An emphatic negative was Mr. H. J. Osborn’s 88 10 
only physical but psychical phenomena, it might for a this question, comprised in his illustrated lecture on Tuesday 

inr have losb ital fark and diffisuH p l April 13th, in Mortimer Hall, Mortimer Street, W 
century have lost itself in dark ane dithe ul regions, aní Starting from the born fools" laws of the Saxon kings 
tie work of science to-day would ve been less, not lunacy was rapidly traced, through varied stages, to present- 
more complete. day law and treatment Dr. Forbes Winslow's charge, his 
The argument strikes us as a valid one Things ubsequent recantation, and some of the latest ‘‘parrotings 
t j t} 1 i l Ia P i of the falsity having been noticed, the lecturer proceeded 
8 e ; f 5 i T VO 

mu proceed m eir naturmi order, ana 8 owe! : EE n to give the result ot personal enquiry in official quarters 
human direction and capacity governs the proces The and by correspondence with asylum medical superintendents 
hour which brings the Man brings also the Event, and The replies of these latter showed clearly that no data exist 
neither, in the larger sense, can come before its time howing Spiritualism as a cause of lunacy, while two typical 
Just pid a think ti replies were: “I have one patient attributed to Spiritualism 

Jus ow weve we , cing re e 
ist Dow, however, we Art unking more ot ; but as insanity occurred in an aunt and her daughter, I 
opposition of activity than that of indifference. Strange think there is hereditary tendency"; and ‘No patient has 
as it may sound to some among our friends and foe been admitted to this asylum whose insanity has been certi 
alike, we really want to see a strong and intelligent fied as caused by Spiritualism’; this last from a larg 
pposition ' de ire instructed iti z | , asylum, in a densely populated county, where Spiritualia 
opposition —we "imme at ‘ted criticism or just now z E 
i is specially active The numerical tables showed the real 
our subject is going through its greatest period of tran main causes of insanity to be alcohol, prolonged mental 
tion It is falling into the hands and minds of the stress (interpreted by the authorities as due to “privation 
I P i 
people at large, and its course must not be too rapid. bad 8 nt "iem 1 ), and syphilis, while only 
It requires steadying influences of all kinds. in udden mental stress" could Spiritualism as a cause be 


reasonably looked for The figures showed that this cause, all 


It is part of our daily task to look over a mass of contributing factors combined, contributed little over 


newspaper and magazine comments, displaying in some per cent. On the other hand, the Government tables, show 
cases not merely a bitter hostility, but such a general ing insanity in many oni i occupations, gave the average 
i - a ` per cent. per ten thousand of population, as 4.94, but the 
igne ce à 8 T at ' ‘ate ’ ` f 
E 8 xance of the whole ubje ct, th * to the educ ated Church of Er ind clergy as 10.3, and the doctors 14.3, Of 
Spiritualist it becomes simply farcical Yet, doubtless, clerics, every ek one was certified insane, and of doctors 
E even opposition of this sort has its use It holds back three every five weeks; while taking twenty years as the 
from any contact with Spiritualism those who, by very oS of currency of the Winslow heresy, the lecturer some- 
e ^ what 7 m » v 1 " , 
resa of the fact that they can be thus influenced, can what ingeniously showed that deducting from admissions 


the average of recoveries and deaths, the balance of twenty 
years admissions certified and detained gave Church of Eng 
land Clergy 309, and of doctors 357--total 000; but he dis 


be clearly shown to be neither ready nor able to deal fairly 
with the matter 


We have sometimes wondered what would be the E "hel ete esr PR coincidence that the latter 

character of our opposition, if all our opponents under- igure is held to be the ark of the Beast. 
f The Rev. George Ward presided 

stood precisely what we stand for. For it is a fact (from 
which ome may draw comfort or ita reve ree, according to — — 
one's temperament), that we have not yeb met any eritie I gsj)otN you to the service of the nations and the pacifi- 
of the movement who displayed a real knowledge of it ention of the world The pavilion of unity is raised; do not 
character and purposes We should have liked to meet gaze upon each other with the eyes of foreigners; ye are the 


fruits of one tree, and the leaves of one branch Let 


one who, revealing such knowledge, yet opposed its him glory who loves the whole world. Hans Unian 
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW, 


As will be seen in our advertising columns, Mr A 
Panter will replace Mr. A. Wilkinson on Tuesday next, in 
fee clairvoyant descriptions before the members of the 

8.4 


Southern California is just now graced with the presence 
of a number of very interesting and distinguished people 
From recent American newspapers s 
of the temporary visitors to this land of flowers and sun- 
shine, Lord and Lady Glenconner and their sons David and 
Stewart Tennant; Francis Grierson, the well-known 
essayist and mystic, to whom on several occasions we have 
alluded in these columns. Cosmo Hamilton, the novelist 
Bliss Carmen, the poet; and Will Levington Comfort, the 
novelist. 


ee among the names 


Mr. G. H. Lethem, J.P., formerly editor of the “Daily 
Weord" (Glasgow) has an article on Psychic Photography 
in the current issue of the London Magazine," with illus- 
trations (see advt.). 


Mr. Lethem concludes his article by saying, For Mr 
Hope to produce by trickery the results I have described, and 
a 85 the test conditions on which he invariably insists, he 
would require to be a magician before whom all the con 
jurers in London would be compelled to bow as to a master 


He further adds, All those who know Mr. Hope know 
lhat he is no magician, but just a simple, earnest, God-fear- 
ing man who, possessing a very unusual psychic gift, uses it 
without fee or reward for the purpose of demonstrating th« 
reality of human survival, and the possibility of spirit com 
munion. 


* * * „ 


It may be mentioned that Mr. Hope will shortly be in 
london, and will hold some sittings at the British College of 
Psychic Science, Holland Park 


A sequel to that remarkable book, The Silent Voice 
has heen issued under the title, “The Light of the World,’ 
in which the teachings of the first book are continued in a 
deeper vein. There is an impersonal note about the inspirer 
of the message which, as we said before, recalls the ‘‘say- 
ings" of Jesus recorded on the Oxyrhynchus papyri: 
"Lift the stone and thou shalt find Me, cleave the wood, and 
there am I.“ The book is published by G. Bell and Sons 
Ltd. (1/6). 


Miss Katharine Bates writes of Mrs. Fred  Maturin's 
book, Rachel Comforted,’’ which has just appeared, 
"Runny's bright and beautiful nature, his tenderness, and 
his sensitive and loving heart, speak through every page of 
the book. I always feel that I know Sunny more intimately 
than any other boy of his age, yet we never met in the 
Hesh,” 


The “Hibbert Journal” for April is full of interesting 
reading, Mr. C. D. Broad writes informingly on “Euclid, 
Newton, and WViustein," Ho says, Einstein's discovery 
synthesises Newton's two great principles—the laws of mo- 
tion and the law of gravitution." Bishop Mercer has an 
article on “Survival and Monadology," and the Rev. H 
Preserved Smith, D.D., writes on “Religion and the 
Churches. 


Mr, Hereward Carrington, in an article in “Leslie's 
Weekly" (New York), speaks of the enormous wave of in- 
terest in things psychic and spiritualistic which has swept 
over the United States. He sees a heneficial side in this in 
that it has shaken people out of their old materialism. At 
the same time, he says, it has loosed a flood of credulity and 
charlataniem. 


Prefacing his remarks with the statement of his complete 
conviction of the reality of automatic writing and its occa- 
sional supernormal character, Mr. Carrington comments on 
the danger that exists in this direction from self-dec eption 
and illusion. Ho says, There are hundreds of persons all 
over this country who are obtaining ‘messages’ by means of 
thy ouija and planchette board, or by means of automatic 
writing, who are perfectly honest and weil-intentioned, who 
believe that the ‘messages’ which they receive are from 
wpirité, whereas, as a matter of fact, they originate within 
their own minds.“ 


Hypnotism may be considered to hold a new status as the 
reult of a decision in the High Court last week. Mr. Jus 
*we A. T, Lawrence repelled. the defence that a doctor's 


LIGHT. 


fees for hypnotic treatment could not be sued for in a court 
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in a. int 0] à giri Long bland, M Belle P 
thout pr« nowledge of mu eads, pl 
ny piece ol I I before r NE leclares th € 
credit belong Mme. Adelina P & aj 
116 nd 1 hed her 
. - - , 
One day aid Miss Philros about three months 
hen I had completed a hard 5 k and was sitting in 
11 m of a womar I nderfully kind fa 
r I was not i 1 and m Í to kr r 
he fir friend I Ace i Pa 
the vision ind I am going to te you vt r ir 
how to play Then the figure of the wi n, Adelina Patt 
seemed to fade away, but her face remained ever before n 
and I went to the piano and played the piece that happene 
to be ther« I seemed to be doing methir t whicl 
had n Th. electior Tos Good-bye 
From that eon i oani thing or the 1 m 
election were alike to me One d I heard t the 
soldiers wanted people to «ing for them I applied to t! 
War Camp ( - | ned t« ng 
the ] Ma the f 
I ever sang in Í ibi 
A phrase in Mr. Chamberlain's Budget speech evoked 
laughter I will now address myself to spint It - 
so appropri te to one of the topi of | iy 
. . " ." 
Mrs. Susanna Harris has returned to London, and 
at her usual address, 15, Endsleigh Gardens, N.W 
The “Evening New (Ap. 19th) publishes particul 
from its correspondent at Henley-on-Thames regardin 
thousand-vears-old tragedy which is said to have beer plece 1 
together by a clairvoyant after the discovery of human re- 
mains at Remenham 
* * * * 
Meetings next week 
Sunday : 
Rev. Tyssul Davis, AZolian Hall, II acu 
Mrs. Fairclough Smith, 22, Princes Street, 3.15 p.m 
Tuesday: 
L. S. A., Mr. A. Punter, 3 p.m 
Stead Bureau, Miss MeCreadie, 7.30 p.m 


Miss Scatcherd, 6, Queen Square, 7 
Wednesday 

Delphic Club Rev. A. H Lee, 5 p.u 
Thursday : 

R.S.A., Mr. S. De Brath, 7.30 p.m 

Stead Bureau, Mrs. Mary Gordon, 
Friday 


I., S. A., Mrs. Wallis. 4 p.m 
Delphic Club, Mr. S. Bulford, 5 p.m 


30 p.m. 


3.30 p.m, 
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SPIRITUALISM AND RELIGION. 
lI —Tue 


Roots or PAIN: 


By Sranuey De Bararn. 


In one of the communications from the Unseen which we 
ure repeatedly told are only valueless trivialities, it was said 
that the reason for the prevalence of pain in the world is 
that “Your memory for purely psychic impressions" (such 
us reading or hearing words, however true) is very short; 
unless associated with a physical experience, the idea con- 
veyed is not applied in practice and is soon forgotten.“ 

In other words, the mass of men shut their eyes to un- 
welcome truths and elect to learn by consequence alone instead 
of by reason and good will. This is really a complete ex- 
1 of the Problem of Evil as it affects us practically. 
To reduce the pain of the world we need a larger consciousness 
and a greater perception of Reality. 

You 2 28 times not te lay pith fro he tokas 
no heed, and in the end burns fing ers; then he learns 
the lesson, We read a bool on Hygiene which explains the 


laws of health, and forthwith transgress any one of these. 


laws which interferes with our pleasure or our profit; not 
till our fingers are burned do we believe in any practical 
sense; and often not then. History shows in the most 
graphic manner the ruin which has always followed on class- 
war: the example of Russia has repeated the object-lesson. 
Yet a deliberate and organised attempt, supported by large 
funds, is being made to persuade the mass of workers, Who 
are not revolutionary, to take revolutionary action and to 
sweep away the whole political and economic system and 
replace it by a programme which differs in mo essential 
particular from that which ruined France in 1793 and has 
ruined Russia to-day. That the present system is not per- 
fect we are all well aware, but at all events men and women 
can and do live by it: under the Soviets they die of starva- 
tion. And if that is the case in self-sufficing and agricultural 
Russia, what would it be in Britain, Sees on overseas 
trade? Representative government enables the electorate to 
carry out in a systematic and orderly manner any reforms 
they have willed. 

But instead of producing arguments which will convert 
the electorate, constant appeals are being made to sectional 
passions of envy and reba, and the palpably false economics 
of Karl Marx and other internationalist Jews are given as 
absolute and undeniable truths. Authoritative leaders of 
Labour say: “I advocate revolution openly, I am confident 
revolution is coming. We hold Parliament and Government 
in contempt.” "We are revolutionary, and our analysis 
of society leads us to believe that in the class-war all weapons 
are justifiable.” The workers should form a responsible 
and authoritative body which could occupy a position in this 
country comparable to the All-Russia Soviet.“ “Let 
‘ea’ canny’ and the six-hour day be items in our immediate 
programme.  . . On with the Great  Class-war."' 
"Proletarian schools" to the number of about thirty have 
been opened in industrial centres “to teach children of the 
working class the absolute necessity for the abolition of the 
wesent political State and the inauguration of an Industrial 
lepublic, ” 

The whole of this article could easily be filled with quota- 
tions of the direct incitements to class-war which are being 
broadcasted among workers, precisely as was done in fhe 
France of 1790 and the Russia of 1017. And it is a matter 
of history that the moving powers in both these revolutions 
were but some six per cent. of the total population, and 
that those who set that six per cent. in motion were a very 
small clique of utterly unscrupulous men, many, if not most, 
internationalist Jews To think that impetuous minorities 
are negligible is to misread history. Only the wire-pullers 
like Robespierre and Lenin know the ultimate purposes; 
they delude their followers with fine speeches on the 
sovereign people’: then every act of resistance to spoliation 
and violence is set down ox wicked opposition to the will of 
the sovereign people and all restraint is at an end. 

These are the signs of the times: this is the version of 
co-operation and brotherhood with which we are confronted, 
and over which religion has no power whatsoever, mainly 
because the Church bas tought, nnd still teaches in schools 
all over the country, the literal truth of the Old Testament 
ns the foundation of belief ; a foundation which every thought- 
ful pupil soon finds to be entirely false, and all feel to be 
artificial. 

What has all this to do with Spiritualism? — Much; for 
these are the spiritual facta of to-day, and every one of us 
has to take some attitude towards them, A very common 
attitude is to pretend that they do not exist that the 
German and Bolshevist mentality have changed —that by per- 
sistently ignoring evil we ean abolish it, as certain Christian 
Scientists" pretend that by denying disease they make it 
non-existent, Another group trusts in “the British charac- 


ter, but makes no attempt to teach or to guide, and ignores 
real grievances honestly put forward. For instance, the 
Metropolitan Police represented their case temperately for 


nine months without result: s strike got redress in a week. 
This apathy is as sure nn incitement to violence as wilful 
oppression, Yet another group play with revolutionar 


catehwords with no intention of translating them into resli- 


ties, and thinks it can sow disunion without reaping revolt. 


Let us clear our ideus, Once it was customary to charge 
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the evil in the world on the Devil. 
God. Guyau writes: 

“A Creator is a being in whom all things have their reason 
and their cause, and consequently the supreme and final 
responsibility vests in Him. Ha thus bears the weight of 
all the evil in the universe. In the degree that the ideas of 
infinite power and supreme liberty are inseparable from 
our ideas of God, He loses all excuse, for the Absolute 
depends on nothing, and has no joint liability with anything; 
on the contrary, everything depends on Him and has its 
reason in Him. . To affirm a Creator is, in fact, to 
transfer evil from the world to God as its primary source; 
it is to absolve Man and the universe, and to lay the onus 
on its author who in freedom of action created it.“ 


Now we charge it upon 


Now, to return to the conditions under which these 
articles were started that we should not attempt the solu. 
tion of problems which go beyond our present data and 
faculties—instead of referring the evil in the world to a 
hypothetical Devil or to a God made in our own image, let 
us follow the very simple facts and charge it upon ourselves. 

In the pessimistic arguments often advanced against any 
Divine government of the world, great stress is always laid 
on earthquake, famine, disease, and cataclysms of Nature. 
Such do occur of course, but what is the percentage us com- 
pared with the destruction und misery caused by war? What 
is the proportion between preventible and non-preventible 


disense? After many yeurs of false modesty it is now per 
missible to speak of the race-poison which works out in 
sterility, abortion, premature senility, locomotor ataxy, 


paralysis, and a host of minor diseases. How much 
suffering is traceable to this cause? How much dementia 
is due to alcoholism, gambling, and ill-living of one kind or 
another? How many of the C3 constituencies of which we 
have heard so much are due to slum conditions? And if 
Europe had spent on education and social betterment ont 
per cent. of the money, the energy, the thought, and the 
inventiveness that have been lavished on war and prepara- 
tion for war, how much might have been done to realis 
conditions which are often spoken of as Utopian, though they 
have realised over and over again on the small scale 
wherever will and energy have been put to realise them? 
Why was it not done? Simply for want of the real re- 
ligion which recognises Mind as the chief reality and the 
Solidarity of all souls as a real fact ruling our destinies in 


this present world, 


Are not the appalling sufferings of the war due to the 
frame of mind which devised the German schemes of world- 
dominion, and the greed of the nation which supported 
those schemes? Why have the European nations spent two 
hundred millions annually to buy fear one of another? States 
of mind once more. Why is revolutionary action preached 
among us again instead of the co-operation in good will that 
can alone supply the material basis of production which is 
essential to prosperity of all? Because our schools ignore 
all real history and all real religion, and teach a witless know- 
ledge, instead of how to live. The Jacobin programme enforced 
by Terror in 1793 was the partition of capital, the cancel- 
lation of all public and private debts, the murder of all who 
stood in their way, and the deliberate plan to reduce popula- 
tion by starvation. Out of the million who perished in 
France, nearly three-fourths were “people of no account as 
the butcher of Nantes called them, peasants and shopkeepers. 
The self-same policy, carried out te the self-same methods, 
has reduced Russia to ruin and misery in the name of 
Socialism and Fraternity! And there are those who wish to 
apply the same system to Britain, because they have never 
been taught how these have worked out in the past 
The very rats will not enter a trap in which one 
of them has been caught, while reasoning Man walks 
into the same trap again and again, An old the 
logy tells us that Man is fallen and the rats are not. Really, 
there would seem to be something in it! Is it not because the 
rats, obeying the subconscious mind, have an almost uncanny 
jower of self-preservation, while Man ignores his own 
gher subconseiousness, which, in contact with the Divine 
Idea, would, by inspiring good-will, lead him out of tempta- 
tion, and, in due time, deliver him from evil? 

This is the primary connection of Spiritualism with 
Religion, Previous articles have endeavoured to show 
Spiritualism as a body of supernormal facts, scientifically 
proven, connected with one another, arising in and through 
the subconscious mind; that this subeonscious mind is indis 
solubly linked to the Divine Archetype: that in Man this sul» 
conscious Self is much larger than the personality: and that 
its chief distinguishing quality is the power of perception of 
abstract Right and Wrong. The evidence which ix before 
all Spiritualists (which it is needless to attempt to condense) 
supports the universal intuition of mankind that this Sell 
survives the death of the body This being admitted the 
next question is, What is the bearing of all this on life and 
conduct ? 

It is often smid that Religion and business, or Religion 
and politics, will not mix. While Religion is held to be 
„non mons with creed, that i» indubitably true. Bat if 
Religion is the perception of actunl and present realities 
and if human evolution is the wth of soul-faculty and 
the extension of consetousness, then nob only must religion 
mix with business and polities, hnt it must supply. their 
guiding principles, Jt cannot, ve y-made 
solutions to 


indeed, give n 
ustrial or political problems, but it can give 
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the temper of justice, forbearance, and wisdom which finds “PIGS IN CLOVER": SOME HINTS ON 


the solutions to difficulties as they arise, And if Spirit- 
ualism has à mission in the world during these troublous STRATEGY. 
days, that is its mission -u mission harmonising the method I 
of the Intuition with the mechanism of physical science By run Rey. Ennis G. Rowenta, M.A. (Oxon) 
For the ends to which physical science is directed depend on 
the Will, In the social unrest and the impoverishment ot Pint IÑ I 
Vurope we nre experient ing the res ult 1 Of the W ill to 
Wealth and the Will to Power as the outcome of materialist (Continued fron age 123) 1 
wince, It is for us now to try the Will to Good which À : v 
Spiritualist science puts before u » not as the arbitrary com “The Duke of Wellington has won u great victory aid j 
mands nor as ''other-worldliness," but as the law of pence TAAT de cared ote De phan SN : 
and prosperity here and now, ie 1 p, in a polemn voice. if tho 
À fool will only push on ("The Great Shadow." by A. Conan I 
aaae — Doyle.) 
, ; z "DI^ ; 
SIR OLIVER LODGE: THE AMERICAN VIEW. I must commence the last of this series of letters, tho 
— — roito smart of w ( un PTT X 
When one of the world’s foremost experts on physical 2 iI dee 15 x e 
" . Á r an apology not only for any inaccuracies it may contain ! 
science visits America and prefers to expound his idea ät ai r ine Fact: thaw D'háve Boot led ur 
on Spiritualism, one can hardly blame some critical sou! en n futentlon; — Thad Bópéd td prebent y ARM 
for feeling a little as they might if Charles Darwin had in 805 t ^ "wi h ‘ipl | TOME sg Dosen Study in 
sisted on giving us talks on the care of the teeth and nail z fx 4 which might be of practical value for my. ex 
y ; perience in certain directions is both extensive and peculiar 
or if Dickens had occupied his American visit by lecturing hu ha! kd ; K : | | 
71 à TN mt the breakdown ol my wht ha rendered. in po ible 
| onconic sections, This criticism is all wrong, we are told that verification of detail which was essential to my plan 
hy an editorial writer in Chemical and Metallurgical There nre, however, certain vene rul consideration ‘itch I 
Engineering (New York, February 18th) Sir Oliver, as fee) justified in laying before those whom they may concern 
a man of unusual intelligence and ability, is entitled, we E moat heartily endorse the suggestion made by more than 
are reminded, to his own conclusions on any subject on which one of the contributors to ] h í din 
5 > ^ na ie contributor O LIGHT that a conterence ol li iding 
he cares to have any. If he wishes to tell us about one set Spiritualists should he convoked, and add that this should 
rather than another, whose affair is it? The public is be done before tt meeting of the 1 - b T n ter "rri 
sorely satisfied, since it throngs his lecture-halls, and if his e fs t Cove ya 75 85 ie vam Qr "à ar 8 ld 
fellow scientific workers are disappointed at not hearing about 8 e : the 55 a wierd ess acer igh hom d 
some of the things in which they are interested, they should diaeta gi TIN Geant, i LAT T Pot pedo reas os athe 
try to bear up, as blame is not rightly assignable to Sir eee, ee e ee peris date el T 
iver, Says the editor: š n series of victories, has bet inet Consider the develop 
Oliver A) 16 € 3 ments which have taken place during the present year In 
“Sir Oliver Lodge is lecturing to capacity audiences with three months we have seen the appearance of the Geley 
standing room only and applicants turned away. He has synthetic philosophy, the publication of the Vale Owen revela 
ben made the subject of no little criticism from sources tions by the Harmsworth Press, the letters of Bishop 
distinguished for scientific learning and research on the Welldon, and the record of the Drayton Thomas experiments 
round that he reveals nothing in physics or chemistry, These events mark an epoch, and every one of them is à 
hitherto unknown. Why, it is asked, does a man of his victory for Spiritualism Then look at the other side 
standing and achievement address himself to the elements Rationalism, as represented by its champion, has been penned 
of physics and then meander off into the imaginary field of up in a perfectly hopeless position. To explain Modern 
ghosts and spooks? As a man of science, why does he not Spiritualism as the product of Fraud is indeed the tactics 
appeal to scientific men and either prove his case or quit? of despait Never was unhappy porker more at the mèri 
"We are not in sympathy with these strictures, although of the butcher than is Mr. McCabe at the mercy of the fir 
a diligent reading of his books and earnest attention at a assailant who shall combine the fighting spirit with a certain 
number of his lectures have failed to persuade us of his con- amount of logical skill, By this I do not mean proficiency 
dusions, But ns men of science it behoves us above all is the miserable art of debate, the “‘snip-snap sharp and cor = 
things to maintain catholic minds. We may have some tradiction quick" of which Mr. McCabe and his worthy — 
qurious ideas of our own, perchance, that would not find brotlier-ii ns, Mr. Magee, are past-masters. I mean some 
general acclaim if they were told to the world. Sir Oliver thing t different I mean the spirit that will have the — 
is one who in the ripeness of his years has suffered a great truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, that will = 
wrrow, His investigations into psychical research had fight to the death against a lie, however pleasant or profit — 
already persuaded him that communication may be held with able, simply because it is a lie. To quote a pregnant sen — E 
the spirits of the dead. It seems to us 2 strange and un- tence from V. C. D." This is not a game A simpl p 
profitable notion, but it does not seem so to him, and he is truth has been entrusted to us, and for this we must fight E " 
à man of great intelligence as well as à keen observer He as did the guards at Hougomont. “They'll hold that -== 
is entitled to his own conclusions. place ns long as one of them can wag a finger Ihi — 
“Science is not a close corporation and its literature is Great Shadow.) — 
not included in an Index Erpurgatorius; Men of science If there is one fact that impresses itself upon thinkers as = 1 
are individuals, and they are entitled to any opinions thes distinct from the hirelings of the Press it is the tremendous = 1 
lease to hold, Life would be dull indeed had they to march power of an intelligent, determined, and  well-organised 
ike à company of Prussian infantrymen We have our minority. — The history of the Church affords an illustration = 
friend Dr. Jacques Loeb, of the Rockefeller Institute, who ready to hand Ihe predominance of the High Church = 
is the protagonist of the mechanistic theory of life, and now Party is a fact not to be questioned. This is due not simpl 
slong comes Sir Oliver with a theory of vitalism that beats to the merits of its cause, but to the ener and devotion ol SS 1 
the biologists in opposition. That is as it should he, Let its members directed by the consummate strategy of the = |] 
us keep our minds open, avoid censure, and hold our hearts E.C,U. under its great chief, Lord Halifax. Lord Halifax LI l 
ever young in the hope for more light.” is an enemy of Spiritualism, but he is an enemy from whom = i 
“The Literary Digest." Spiritualism has many lessons to learn 1 
————— — - No cause can command more brilliant intellects than — | 
A HANDY MANUAL OF SPIRITUALISM. Modern Spiritualism contrast the columns of licut with SES 1 
those of any fashionable review No cause ean show more SS 1 
The new edition of Mr. Horace Leaf's well-known book" dogged rms E. dang acad EOM shallow, e oS 5 = 
which has just been issued, comes at an opportune time. on et ce ee enn e not EE p —1 ` 
There are fresh inquirers coming to our movement every day, mid 10 veterans, many 01 whom are still at work in our zB 
- a : midst, who have hurled the hostile battalions down the slope == 
who will welcome a short, compact statement on the subject Kara d ht | 125] n i ew J = 
of Spiritualism. The book, too, has the advantage of being b ‘= : 10 Bg s F 5 owner gh t es E 
available aten very reasonable price, a consideration not to Vi raus at A to le UAE: I Si Work thut 18 . e n; Cone = 
be despised at the present day. In addition to giving par- At im fel ut 4 must oe bat 10 ilk ina: campaign = 
ticulara of notuble occurrences of psychic phenomena, Mr. SAS A eR 12990 A Won n ho x ase zu PEASSEY MYSI f = 
Leaf relates many of his own experiences, Amongst these ; PR : " N duis alieni d of the lend iti j — 
are sittings with Dr. W. J. Crawford, of Belfast, Scattered innen ee eee rigid = 
~ 5 i organisation, ner would its warriors accept the dictatorship > 
through the book are many evidential stories. "ya Y 0 E — 
On the philosophy of the movement, Mr. Leaf writes: of any leader however competent Ihe points on which | = 
J ME arc en ; Spiritualists are united are few in number, But they are = 
“Let it be clearly understood that the Spiritualist matters of vital import, and on them all should concentrate 
makes no claim to infallibility on matters spiritual. He until the suecess of the campaign is assured To briny 
merely speaks of things as ho has found them. It may be about unity in these matters should be the first object of I 
that for generations to come patient effort will be re- the Conference. The second must be the organisation of an | 
quired to unravel fully the alten confused phenomena attack upon the evils which now make the world a hell 
which give us trace of the spiritual world; but the in- There ean be “no discharge in this warfare," no slackne 
quiry is full of promise. Already it convinces us that with in this campaign ! 
the persistence of consciousness there is the persistence What is the object of this strategy? Surely not simply 
alo of love and justice, a strengthening of all that in the to hold out the assurance of à Summerland to the individual 
lest sense mankind has agreed to call good," who has successfully traversed the waves of this troublesome 


world, A noble task. I grant you: but this ia not all. The 


Mr. Horace. Leaf has produced in handy form a book Mee : 
task of Spiritualism, as T have often pointed out, is nothing 


which should make a wide appeal to readers, 


— — 2 = — less than the Salvation of Mankind here and now. And this 
* "What ie this Spiritualism?" by Horace Leaf. (Cecil enn only be achieved by the ennobling of Human Charaesyr 
Palmer and Hayward, 3/6). debased by a selfish Materialism, 
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What is Man at the present day? Turn from Mr. Vale 
Owen's letters and read the remainder of the “Weekly Dis- 
pateh,'" not forwetting that this is one of the best of the 
papers of its kind What does it offer to the human in- 
tellect, the greatest gift of God to man? Records of 
murders past and present, disclosures of miserable folly and 
Vine, rubbish fiction, despicable party squabble, wrangling 
and intrigue This is the food offered to the mind to 
consumed on the great God-given Day of Rest Nothing 
to exercise the intellect, nothing to elevate the spirit Art, 
Music, Science What mention is there of these? What 
wonder if H. G. Wells has prophesied of the time when all 
the diverse races of the word shall have been resolved into 
*a generation of little cads. 

It is the task of the Spiritualist to regenerate Mankind. 
Only he whose “hope is full of Immortality" can face such 
a labour andismayed. The Christian who turns his back 
on the Rising Dawn can do nothing but despair of the world, 
Like the Dean of St. Paul's, he must lament that “belief in 
God and a future life is dying 

also, like Dean, he can do 
summation which he fears. 


he 


Non civium ardor prava jubentium, 
Non voltus instantis tyranni 
Mente quatit solida. 
The salvation of the world can come about only by the 
ennobling of character. This is the message for “‘a stubborn 
and stiff-necked generation whether they will hear or 
whether they will forbear.” 


BRITISH COLLEGE OF PSYCHIC SCIENCE. 


Throughout lest week interested visitors thro the 
new British College of Psychic Science, Holland Park, of 
which Mr. J. Hewat McKenzie is the Hon. Resident Prin- 
cipal, and Mrs. Barbara McKenzie, the Hon. Secretary. It 
had beer announced that the College would be thrown open 
for a weck for inspection, and the invitation met with an 
enthusiastic response. i E. 

This new home of psychie research is a large fine building 
in a fairly central position in the West End of London, and 
itis well fitted for the purpose in view. A building worthy 
of the great work of psychic investigation," was how one 
prominent psychie researcher €— himself, after in- 
Specting the many fine rooms, which are to be devoted to 
varions phases of study. 

Mrs. McKenzie, in a talk with a representative of LIGHT, 
said, “We regard this as the outer frame-work to hold the 
work we ex to perform in the various departments. 
The aim of the College is serious studv. We do not wish to 
provide a mere social meeting place for those engaged in 
psychic research—those, I mean, who take only a carious or 
temporary interest in the subject. The building contains 
rooms for quiet study, as well as for lecture and class work, 
and for demonstrations. A prominent feature is to be made 
of investigation in connection with psychic photography. A 
special room, adequately equipped, has been set apart for this 

mrpose, and free experimentation is encouraged on the part 
of those who believe themselves to be possessed of this par- 
ticular gift. 

During the week there has been on view at the Colleze a 
highly interesting collection of psychic pictures by Miss 
Hargrave Martin (‘‘Candida’’) he pictures were greatly 
admired, and Miss Martin gave descriptions of them to many 
inquirers. An equally fine collection of psychic drawings by 
Mr. Horsfall excited much attention. A valuable selection 
of psychic photographs was also shown, together with photos 
of well-known investigators from all over the world. The 
College has a small but excellent library, which will be added 
to from time to time. 

All the visitors expressed themselves as delighted with 
the College, and wished Mr. and Mrs. McKenzie every success 
in the important work they have undertaken. 


MaNv a man thinks that it is his goodness that keeps him 
from crime when it is only his full stomach. On half allow- 
ance he would be as ugly and knavish as anybody. Don’t 
mistake potatoes for principles.—Caruyte. 

Tus Psvcuic Exewenr iu Fierroxn.—‘The Clouding 
Crystal" (Hodder and Stoughton, 1990). Occultism, in one 
form or another, is now a favourite hunting-zround for the 
novelist in search of a new sensation. Unfortunately few 
have more than a nodding acquaintance with the facts, and 
therefore they transgress the very first rule of literature— 
that s work of fiction, however imaginntive in details, must 
be true to law. Of this book it is only necessary to say that 
it is the story of a German spy who gains commercial and 
naval information by analysis of replies to questions put to 
an innocent automatist. These are recorded in a mysterious 
ink only visible in the red light reflected from a crystal 
globe. It may please those who know neither physical nor 
psychic science. The price is 7/6.—V. C. D. 


LIGHT 
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SPIRITUALISM: ATTACK AND DEFENCE, 


A Srvupy id acros 


By Li&uTENANT-COLONEL, 

During the present series of controversies and dobates 
between Spiritualism and Materialism, the error is made of 
permitting the latter to choose the ground and detail of 
attack, while Spiritualists content themselves with accepting 
the position of defence. > 

It is recognised as an axiom that the contending party, 
whether in physical or mental warfare, who grants the ad. 
vantage of attack to his opponent, starts with a severe handi, 
cap, while to continue on these lines is to invite disaster 
Warfare may not be desired, but once an attack is made, 
it should be countered by attack, and the opponent forced 
on the defensive until he has no pied à terre 2 55 which to 
continue his attack. 

What is the materialist's position? Individually, he bas 
no hope of a future, and must make the best of the present 
life Every act has to be weighed from the point of view of 
his own advantage, while every benefit conferred on another, 
which hax not bettered himself, is a dead loss. In fact, 
he is but an animal whose higher evolution has given him 
better powers of aggrandisement, and his highest creed is _ 
“Let us eat and ark. for to-morrow we die," 

But suppose we take the collective view. The race may 
be bettered by unselfishness and community of action, but 
to what end? The physical man is bound to the material 
world, beyond possibility of escape, and in due time this world 
will cease to be, as far as habitable conditions are concerned. 
Whether sooner, by effects of collision or Sure or later 
by decrepitude and decay, matters not, there will be no escape 
from the catastrophe. 

What possible advantage, then, can it be, that man should 
deny himself for the benefit of a race which will, with all it 
acts and history, be expunged from creation like writing 
from a slate. 

Again it is but “Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we 


And this position is based on 
of evidence is, or can be, produce 
tention. - 

It is to the credit of men, even those who claim to be 
materialists, that they do not act upon this creed. Deep 
down in the unconscious self is implanted a knowledge that 
this life is but the ihreshold of the future, and that tbe 
good that is in them will survive, not only to their own bene 

t, but for the lenefit of eternity itself. X 

Spiritualism is positive; it asserts this future, and aims al 
bringing this subconscious knowledge to the surface, for ue 
in daily life, fas 

But man is a critical being; no longer satisfied with belief. 
he demands physical proof, and Modern Spiritualism i 
supplying this proof, intermittently as yet, but in due time, 
orth greater knowledge and experience, it will become it- 
disputable. 

Meanwhile Materialism has based its position on a negt- 
tive, and negation is not only scientifically unprovable, but 
is upset by the least modicum of evidence which is produce 
by the other side. 

The materialist, being aware of this weakness, depenk 
on assertion, denial, and attack, but above all avoids dis 
cussion on a level basis, and it should be the aim of every 
Spiritualist who engages in debate to require proofs of their 
contention before admitting their qualification to question 
his alternative. 

The position is not one of enquiry, but of dispute, anl 
the materialist should be required to produce his own creden 
tials before demanding those of his opponent. 


ure assertion; no tittle 
T in support of this cop. 


Ir is interesting to observe that the Lord Bishop of Guild. 
ford has written concerning “Angels Seen To-day,” by the 
Rev. G. Maurice Elliott and Irene Hallam Elliott, “I ws 
delighted to read in ‘The Challenge’ such an appreciative 
review of your book . by an evidently thoughtful 
writer. I hope it may induce many to read it. 
Apart from the main argument, which is put with a beautiful 
and fearless simplicity, 1 have found much in the book whid 
is valuable and suggestive.” 


"FonruxE Terug.” — The various dream-books and 
manuals of fortune-telling of various kinds which are sent m 
for notice do not somehow excite in our bosom that virtuow 
indignation which the canons of our subject seem to call for 
We prefer to treat them rather from the standpoint of the 
parlour pastime. There are, of course, people with psychi 
gifts who, by the aid of cards (or tea-leaves) can do some 
wonderful things in the way of divination. Messrs. Riden 
have sent us a small book Cards of Fortune." by Lili 
(1/- net), explaining the art and mystery of using plavin 
cards as a means of telling fortunes. Upon the merits of the 
system as expounded, we are quite unable to pronounce. It 
lies outside our province; but if the book enables 
anxious in these matters to tell their own fortunes withos! 
going to "fortune-tellers," and exposing them to the legil 
penalties that attend detection in their illegal practices, il 
will have served at least one useful purpose, 
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TO-MORROW'S SOCIETY MEETINGS, 


Thate notices are confined to announcements of meetings on the coming 
Bunday, with the addition only of other engagements In the same 
week. They are charged at the rate of 1s. for two lines (Including the 
name of the society) and Gd. for every additional line, 


The Marylebone Spiritualist Association, Ltd., Steinway 
Hall, Lower Seymour-street, I. 6.30, Mr. Ernest Meads 

The London Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge Place, W.2 
I, Mr. G. Prior; 6.30, Mr. Ernest Hunt. Wednesday, 
Sth’ 7.30, Dr. W. J. Vanstone 

Walthamstow 342, Hoe-street 7, Mra. 
address and clairvoyance. 

Leuisham The Priory, High-strect 6.30, M. E. W 
Ella. 

Croydon,--96, High-street ll, Mrs. J. Scholey 6.30 
Mr. G. R. Symons. i 

Kingston-on-Thames,—Bishop's Hall, Thames-street.— 
6.30, Mr. Seymour Evans 

Spiritualists’ Rendezvous, W, H. Smith Memorial Hall, 
4, Portugal street, Kingsway.—7, Mrs. Jennie Walk r, clair- 
voyance. goth, Mrs. Louie Harvey, psychometry 

Church of the Spirit, Windsor-road, Denmark Hill, S.E.— 
ll, Mr, A. Bailey; 0.30, Mr. Nickels, of Luton. Wednesday, 
1.30, Mr. P. Scholey. 

Battersea,—45, St. John's Hill, Clapham Junction.— 
11.15, circle service; 6.30, Miss Ellen Conroy, M.A. 29th, 
8.15, Mrs. Orlowski. 

Peckham.—Lausanne Hall, Lausanne Road.—7 Speakers 
from Lyceum; clairvoyance by Mrs. Harvey. Thursday, 
8.15, Mrs. Imison. ; k 

Woolwich and Plumstead.—Invicta Hall, Crescent-road. 
Thursday, 29th, 8, Mrs. M. Q. Gordon. Sunday, May 2nd, 
1, Mr. Wright; members’ circle and committee meeting after 
service; 3, Lyceum 

Wimbledon Spiritual Mission, 4 and 5, Broadway.— 
th, II. Mr. W. P. Swainson; 3, Lyceum: 6.30, Mr. W. 
P. Swainson. Wednesday, 28th, 7.30, Mrs. Jennie Walker. 
Healing daily, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., except Tuesday and Sat- 
urday. 

Holloway.—Grovedale Hall (near Highgate Tube Station). 
—To-day (Saturday), 7.30, whist drive in aid of Building 
Fund. Sunday, 11, Mrs. Annie Boddington; 3, Lyceum; 7, 
Mr. Percy Smyth. Wednesday, Mr. L. Harvey. May lst, 
social and dance, 7.30 to 10.30. 2nd, 11, Mr. Ernest Meads: 
7, Mrs. E. Neville. 6th, Mr. Perey Street, lecture on The 
Human Aura: The Secrets of the Inner Self.” 

Brighton.—Athenwum Hall.—11.15 and 7, Lyceumists; 3, 
Lyceum. Wednesday, S, public meeting, Messrs. Hoskins 
and Gocher. 

. Brighton.—Old Steine Hall, 52a, Old Steine.—11.30, heal- 
mg service; 7, flower service; floral messages, Mr. Douglas. 
Monday and Tuesday, Mrs. Gordon (see advt.). 


Graddon Kent, 


New LONDON CENTRAL SERvVICE.— Though Mr. Vout Peters 
was absent (owinz to his hurried departure for Denmark) the 
first of the London Central Sunday Services was a great 
success at No. 4, Portugal-street, Kingsway—the W. H. 
Smith Memorial Hall. The hall last Sunday was crowded, 
and Mr. H. J. Osborn, the chairman, was able to announce 
Rey. Susanna Harris, who, at short notice, kindly took 
duty. Mrs. Harris made a great impression and was warmly 
thanked alike by the chairman and audience. Miss Baker 
aud Miss Thomas gave welcome musical help. 

New Socrety at Sctrox.—The inaugural meeting of the 
Sutton Spiritual Society was held at the Masonic Hall, 
Sutton, Surrey, on Monday, March 29th, when Mr. Richard 
A. Bush, F. C. S., and Mr. Henry Fox made helpful and ex- 
planatory speeches. Mr. Bush, dealing with the oft- 
repeated question. Is Spiritualism Anti-Christian?’’ 

inted out that Spiritualism had no dogmas. but was in 
5 55 with the teachings of Christ; and Mr. Fox dis- 
claimed any wish on the part of Spiritnalists to empty the 
Churches; rather their desire was to fill them with people 
who had obtained a new spiritual insight into Christian 
truths. The attendance aanbad between sixty and seventy 

ple _ Any readers of LicuT having friends in Sutton 
are asked to let them know of the existence of the society. 
Communications for the present should be addressed to The 
Secretary, Sutton Spiritual Society, Delphic Club, 22a, 
Regent-street, S.W. 


BOOKS BY E. W. and M. H. WALLIS. 


A GUIDE TO MEDIUMSHIP AND PSYCHICAL 
UNFOLDMENT. Cloth, 312 pages, 7/- net post free. 

MEDIUMSHIP EXPLAINED. Boards, 96 pages, 2/24 post 
freo. 

HOW HM DEVELOP MEDIUMSHIP. Boards, 108 pages, 

free. 
PSYCHICAL SELF-CULTURE. Boards, 102 pages, 2/24 
free. 


post 

SPIRITUALISM IN THE BIBLE. Boards, 104 pages, 
1/84 post free. Cloth, 2/9. 

Omon oy “ Licut,” 6, Queen Square, Lowpow, W.C.l. 


THE NURSERIES OF HEAVEN. 


A Series of Essays by Various Writers concerning 
the Future Life of Children, with Experiences 
of their Manifestation after Death 


Edited by the REV. G. VALE OWEN and H. A. DALLAS. 


With some of REV. VALE OWEN S Script Me 


OME OF THE CHAFTEI Of Such is the Kingdom, by H. A. Dallas: 
The Parent and the Child. by the Rev. Thomas Robert Vica Holt) ; 
Is it Well with the Child itis Well, by Rev. H. Fielding-Ould (Vicar 

Shir t) [ the Spir by 

[ tl ‘ iren in 
A Editor 
j Editor, 


Severn ; 


t Daisy Dryden; Two £ 
s of the Ri LAC Vale Qu 


Profits from sale of this book to be given to the Fund f 
Children of Blinded Soldiers.) 
Cloth, 174 pages, 5/4 net post free. 
Licur OrricE, 6, QuggN Square, Loxpox, W.C. 1. 


New Edition. 


JESUS OF NAZARETH AND MODERN SCIENTIFIC 
INVESTIGATION. 


From the Spiritualist Standpoint, 
By Abraham Wallace, M.D. 


Highly Recommended by Sir A. Conan Doyle 


Now Ready. 


10 pages, 75d. nett post free. 
Ürrick or Lionr, 6, Queen Square, Lowpow, W.C.l. 


NOW READY 
RACHEL COMFORTED, 


Being the Conversations of a Mother in the Dark with her Child in the Light. 


By Mrs. Fred Maturin. 


With Prefaces by Sm A. Coxas Dorte and the late W. T. STEAD. 


Cloth, 250 gages, 6/6 pet post free. 
May be obtained at— 
Ovrice or Liehr, 6, Queen Square, Lowpox, W.C.1. 


on OCCULT SUBJECTS, 
New and Second-Hand, sent on 
approval, Special Department, in 
charge of an expert, for works on 


Occultism, Mysticism, Theosophy, Psychology, Higher Thought, 

Astrology, Masonry, Ko. Books on every other conceivable sub- 

ject. Send for Catalogue No. 228, mentioning wants or interests. 
Books bought; best prices. 


W. & G. FOYLE, LTD., 121-5, Charing Cross Road, London, W.C.2. 


W when in London should stay at 
Hunstanton House, 18, Eudsleigh-gardens, London, N. W. (2 
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes St. Pancras and King’s Cross); 
sentral for all parts; perfect sanitation. Terms: 5s. Bed and Break- 
fast; uo charge for attendance, Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley 
Watts, Proprietrass, 


T7 . Cs . * r Be = 

1 Suggestion,” by Robert McAllan, 
Proves the value of hypnotic suggestion in treating moral, mental 

and nervous disorders, as Insomnia, Neurasthenis, Obsessions, De- 

pression, Self-consciousness, Ke. ; free from author, 5, Manchester-st.- 

Manchester-square, London, VW. 1. Hours, 10.30 to 5.30. Mayfair 1596, 

a din s cnl uniti cod fecu ctfi cec —— 


sychic Research in the New Testament. 
Scientific Justification of some of the Fundamen:a! Claims of 


Christianity. By Ellis T. Powell, LL.B. (Lond.) D.Sc. (Lond.). 
32 pages, 1s. 1}d. post free. Liahr Office, 6, Queen Square, London, 
W.O.1. 


[o Holiday Seekers and those requiring a 
: naturalair tonio for nerves. Come to sunny Clacton—to Mr. 
and Mrs. G. F. Tilby, Dewhyrst, Thorougbgood.road, Clacton-on- 
Sea. Boarding House. 3 minutes station or sea. 


Spirit Teachings. Chapters from the Writings 
of “M. A. Oxon” (William Stainton Moses). Reprinted from 
the book of that title, together with some descriptions of the circum- 
stances in which they were received. 15 pages, 2d. post free, or Is. 3d. 
per dozen, from Liour Office, 6. Queen Square, London. W C. 1. 


he Index for * Light," 1919, is now ready, 
o price bd. post free, from Liat Office, 6, Queen Square, London, 
C. 1. 


Fer Sale.—A new copy of “ An Encyclopedia 
olf Occultism.” A Compendium of Information on ali Occult 
ep pgp Potes — Woo at 2% net. Many illustra- 
ions, 451 pages. e at 20/- post free — Lioar Office, 6, 
Queen eg peto WO. 1. 3 B. 


8 as Cook or Maid (either capacity); 
excellent references for work and character; widow, middle- 
aged.—Mrs. Nelson, 16, Albert-road, Regent Park, N. W. I. 
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